
 
 

The Bear Facts at Brentwood High 

August, 2009 Vol. 09 Issue 1 

2009-2010 PTO 
Executive Board 

President 
   Jodi Williams             661-9980 
Vice President 
   Tami Derryberry       377-9261 
Secretary 
   Carlyn Wudel             376-9285 
Treasurer 
   Trish Hughes              370-9772 
Academics 
   Ann Roberts              221-2228 
   Suzanne Matherne  373-2133 
Athletics 
   David Gregory           371-8493 
Band 
   Joe Daly                     832-8614 
Bruins Doins 
   Kathy Bickel              309-4990 
Grounds 
   Angie Miller              373-6881 
Freshman Transition 
   Kathy Gill                   481-6646 
Fundraising 
   Julia Ozburn              373-0049 
   Angie Miller               373-6881 
Historian 

   Liz Custer                  414-4155 
Hospitality 
   Emily Moore          221-4066 
   Regina Beahm       370-4874 
Membership 
   Nancy Ramsey       283-3180 
   Yin Mericle             371-4289 
   Rosanne Schenck 283-3108 
POGS  

   Sherry Kernoodle  377-4658 
Volunteer Coordinator 
   Jodi Clarke              376-2234 
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WELCOME BACK STUDENTS 

First day of schoolñAugust 13ñFULL DAY 
You will receive schedules, lockers, books, etc. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

Freshman Orientation 

Tuesday, August 11ñ7:30ñ10:00 

 

 

BHS OPEN HOUSEñ 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 

6:30 p.m. 

 

BHS HOMECOMING 

October  16 

 

BHS PTO MANAGER 
 

¶ REGISTER TODAY  

¶ BE INCLUDED IN IN BHS  

DIRECTORY 

¶ RECEIVE IMPORTANT SCHOOL INFORMATION 

¶ DAILY ANNOUNCEMENTS WILL SOON BE  

SENT THROUGH PTO MANAGER 

 

¶ CHECK OUT EASY  

INSTRUCTIONS ON  

PAGES 4 & 5 



 

 

Dear Students and Parents: 

Welcome to the 2009-20010 school year! We continue to be the top ranked comprehensive high school in 

Tennessee according to Newsweek magazine. This past spring our students took nearly 1200 AP exams and 

passed an amazing 82% of them. Our seniors had an average ACT score of 25.7 and over 80 % of the class 

was eligible for the HOPE scholarship. The senior class also had an amazing 13 National Merit Semi-Finalists. 

 

Our athletic program was equally amazing. We had five teams finish second in the state, two individuals won 

state championships, and all of our teams earned academic achievement awards from the TSSAA. 

 

Our Fine Arts programs also continue to excel. Our choir director, Kim Clark, was a guest conductor for an all-

star choir at Carnegie Hall this summer. The all-star choir was led by the amazing voices of many of our Brent-

wood High singers. 

 

We are really excited about all of our programs at Brentwood and are really looking forward to an amazing 

school year. The start of a new school year is always filled with excitement, as each year brings the promise of 

new goals, new accomplishments, and new opportunities. I want to students to know that they need to take 

advantage of their opportunities. They are going to have many opportunities throughout the year and I really 

want to encourage them to take advantage of these chances. It begins with the opportunity to take challenging 

courses. The rigor of these courses will prepare them not to just get into the college of their choice but to get 

through college. Success in college is not based on natural ability. It is built on a strong work ethic. Students 

that take challenging courses in high school and work hard to be successful in those classes will be able to 

draw upon that experience to overcome difficult situations that they will undoubtedly face in college. 

 

The second opportunity that students need to take advantage of is getting involved in extra-curricular activities. 

When students are involved in extra-curricular activities they have more fun in school and they experience 

more success academically. Brentwood High School has over 70 different sports, clubs, or organizations that 

students can participate in. 

 

The third opportunity is to get involved in our community. There are many people and organizations in our com-

munity that really need your assistance. Community service is a great way to give back to our community and it 

will only enhance their college application. 

 

Students arenõt the only ones with opportunities. We are looking to take advantage of the opportunity to com-

municate with parents. We are working hard to improve the lines of communication with our parents. We do 

know that there may be a time or two when students fail to let their parents know what is taking place at 

school so we are trying different avenues to get that information out to the community. Our school website, 

thanks to our very talented webmaster, Vicki Youngman, is a tremendous source of information including our 

daily announcements. We also use Channel 9, our public access channel, the Bruins Doins, our PTO Newslet-

ter, and Connect Ed, our automated calling system, to inform parents of what is taking place at BHS. 

 

I do want to thank our parents for their commitment to their childrenõs education. We are fortunate to have 

such an incredibly supportive community. I do want to remind our parents that there is a very fine line between 

supporting their child and enabling their child. We do encourage our students to take rigorous courses and 

with that rigor we do know that students will face difficult challenges. Learning how to overcome these chal-

lenges is a skill that our students will need as they go through life. Simply removing the challenge removes the 

opportunity for growth and experience. Please support your children and assist them in overcoming the chal-

lenges they will face. 

Principalõs Message 

Kevin Keidel, Principal 



 

Message from the PTO President 
 

Welcome to the 2009-2010 school year at Brentwood High School.  Some exciting changes are 

on the way!  You may have noticed the physical improvements that our school has been under-

going during the summer. Less noticeable are the changes that our PTO has been implementing 

to bring our parents and volunteers a more centralized method for exchanging informtion.  More 

function with less paperwork!  This year we will begin using the PTO Manager software to organ-

ize many of our functions. This will be our new method of distributing the Bruins Doins and will 

be the database for the publication of the student directory.  See detailed registration instruc-

tions for new users in this issue.  If you are a returning user, be sure to log in to http://

www.bhs.ptomanager.com and check for new interest listings (My information, step 2 volunteer 

interests). 

 

 I want to make you aware of some very important changes that will affect the way that you re-

ceive information. PLEASE NOTE:  

 

YOU MUST BE REGISTERED WITH PTO MANAGER AND LOG IN AFTER AUGUST 1 IN ORDER 

TO HAVE YOUR INFORMATION PUBLISHED IN THIS YEAR'S STUDENT DIRECTORY. Your 

log in activates your information for this school year.  Make sure that your information is 

typed as you want it to appear in the directory (name, address, email, phone and  

spouse) and that you complete the òstudentó section.  For the directory, we will search 

the database by student, not by parents.  If your student is not recorded, you wonõt be 

either. *****PARENTS OF FRESHMEN: if you were registered for PTO Manager at Brent-

wood Middle School, the software coordinator has entered your data. You will need to log 

in to verify the accuracy of your information and to make any necessary changes. 

 

To continue to receive the Bruins Doins by email, first log in to PTO Manager. Click on My 

Information, then Step 2 (Volunteer interests). Check the box "Receive Bruins Doins."  

SAVE at the bottom.   That's it! Future issues will only be sent to those who have checked 

the interest box. 

 

 BHS will soon begin sending the daily announcements using PTO Manager.  Use the 

same steps described above to find the interest box "Receive BHS Daily Announcements."  

SAVE at the bottom.  If you received the announcements by email from BHS last year, you 

may continue to receive them that way in addition to receiving them through PTO Man-

ager for a few weeks until the transition is complete. 

 

 

Please save the date: Open House and the PTO General Meeting will be held on Sept.8. I know 

that you will want to come and hear about all the exciting things going on at BHS.  Remember 

that all parents are members of the BHS PTO, and your participation is vital to our success.  I am 

delighted to share the high school journey with you and look forward to helping you find a place 

to thrive at Brentwood High School. 

 

Jodi Williams, PTO President 

jodiwilliams@comcast.net, ph. 661-9980 

http://www.bhs.ptomanager.com/
http://www.bhs.ptomanager.com/
mailto:jodiwilliams@comcast.net


 

HOW TO REGISTER FOR PTO MANAGER:   

Open your browser and type in the web address for BHS PTO Manager, www.bhs.ptomanager.com, 

and register as a new user.  If you have already registered through another school, you will receive a 

message that your email address is registered with that school.  Click CONFIRM. 

 

 

Complete each of the following 3 steps.  Be sure to SAVE your info at the bottom of each page. 

 

Step 1ðVolunteer Information :  Enter your personal data on this screen.  This is the information that 

will be included in the student directory.  Check the appropriate boxes if you do not wish to receive 

PTO e-mails (this includes the Bruins Doins) or be included in the Student Directory. 

 

 

http://www.bhs.ptomanager.com


 Step 2ðVolunteer Interests:  Click any of the boxes that interest you.  This is where you can 

sign up to receive the ñBruins Doinsò and the BHS Daily Announcements. 

 

 

Step 3ðRegister Your BHS Student(s):  By clicking the ñNew Studentò button and adding 

your studentôs information, he/she will be included in the Student Directory. 

 

 
 



 

POGSñWhat does it really stand for 

What in the world is POGS?  

Parents of Great Standing?   

Parents of Great Students?   

Parents of Grumpy Students?   

Seriously, what does POGS stand for and what is its purpose?   

POGS really stands for Parents of Graduating Seniors.  POGS 2010 would be the parents of cur-

rent seniors; POGS 2011 would be the parents of juniors and so on.   

 

So, what does POGS do?   

POGS plays a key role in communication of grade level activities.  There are at least two meet-

ings during the school year ð a fall meeting and a spring meeting.  These meetings are usually 

held at the Brentwood Library or the BHS Library or Cafeteria.   It is especially important to try 

and attend the first meeting, which usually takes place during the first few weeks of school.  

(Please note the POGS Co-Chairs and the specific date of your class POGS meeting on the fol-

lowing pages).   

 

Donõt Miss POGS first meeting. 

A lot of important things take place at this first meeting. You will be able to sign up and join 

POGS, meet other parents, hear from various BHS Administrators with timely information for 

your class (i.e. ACT and SAT tests, guidance issues and preparing for college admission).  You 

can sign up and help with Hospitality, Membership, etc.  volunteer to host a Flower Party or help 

with snacks, dinner and drinks for students working on their class Homecoming float.  POGS 

also hosts a Staff Luncheon once per year.  Parents can sign up to provide either food, drink or 

paper products.  There are a lot of things that go on in your childõs class and joining your POGS 

class will help you stay informed and involved.   

 

What does POGS cost? 

 There is an annual $15 fee to join POGS.  Please note that unlike your PTO Membership where 

you are automatically a member, you must join POGS by paying this fee.  The money is collected 

annually to cover the costs of meetings, staff luncheons, or any other needs that arise.   

 

Why should you join?  

BHS is one of the greatest schools in the state and one of the biggest reasons is because of the 

parental involvement.  Parents who join POGS are kept up to date on whatõs happening at BHS.  

E-mails, which contain pertinent information about upcoming events, etc., are sent to our mem-

bers on a regular basis.  In addition to joining POGS and attending their meetings, another great 

source of information is the school web-site and/or you can sign up to receive the BHS Daily An-

nouncements.  So, stay informed and if you have any questions please contact me or one of 

your POGS Co-Chairs. 
 

Sherry KernodleñPTO POGS 

GRADE LEVEL INFORMATION  

FOR PARENTS 



 

POGS 

Junior Parents - POGS 2011 

Sophomore Parents - POGS 2012  

As your PTO committee chairs for the Class of 2012, 

we look forward to communicating with you for the 

next three years. 

 

Please pay your POGS fee by mailing a $15 check to: 

 

   Margie Doyle 

   1058 Highland Road 

   Brentwood, TN  37027 

 

We really strive to keep a current email list for all 

class of 2012 parents.  POGS is the way this hap-

pens.  We let you know about parent meetings with 

guidance counselors and principals regarding test 

and college admissions in the upcoming year.  Youõll 

also keep current on òhomecomingó and volunteer 

opportunities like the Teacher Luncheon. 

 

If you have not been receiving emails from Jami this year, 

please send your email address to Jami Hill at 

jamilehh@comcast.net. 

 

Jami Hill jamilehh@comcast.net               370-9988 
Margie Doyle tmdoyle@comcast.net               661-5612 

Carrie Poag carriepoag1@comcast.net          370-1365 

We've made it to Junior year, and this will be our busi-

est year yet! Watch the  BHS Daily Announcements 

for our first meeting date & time this fall. Please send 

your annual POGS payment of $15 to Jeri Daniels 

(See  page 11). Remember, this is to help build up 

our funds to help with Senior year gifts, etc. 

 

 

Nancy Wild  nancywild@bellsouth.net  371-9907  

Jeri Daniels  jeridaniels@juno.com  661-4949  

Karen Williams  will6will@aol.com   781-9649  

Freshman Parents - POGS 2013  

The first Freshman POGS meeting will be on Wed 

Aug. 26th at 11:30 at the Brentwood Library (not the 

BHS library)  Bring a lunch and we will have a ques-

tion/answer session with our vice principal and our 

freshman guidance councilor. 

Amy Cottrell  callamy1@bellsouth.net  370-1235  

Nancy Wild  nancywild@bellsouth.net  371-9907  

Tracy Zimmerman  Tracyz1@mac.com   661-9357  

Two Events for Freshmané. 

Parents ð Mark your Calendars 

 

All Freshmen Students ð  

Orientation is Tuesday,  

August 11th  

from 7:30 A.M. to 10:00 A.M. ð 

Pick up your schedules, meet the teachers, 

see your friends! 

 Make sure you donõt miss it! 

Calling all previous Copy Room & 

Front Office Volunteers and any Wannabes! 

  
Copy Room Volunteers make copies for teachers and 

set their own hour(s) on a particular day of the 

week.  Please indicate which day(s) of the 

month you'd like, for example: 1st and 3rd Thurs, 

every Wed, 2nd Tues, etc. On your day, come in 

whatever time works best for you. Will train newbies 

on use of copiers.  

  

Front Office Volunteers answer phones and assist in 

the office.  Please indicate which day(s) of the month 

you'd like and whether morning shift (8-11:30 

am) or afternoon shift (11:30am-2:45pm.)   

  

Please contact Mimi Esworthy at  

DMEsworthy@comcast.net (please put BHS volun-

teer in subject line) or 804-0323 

mailto:jamilehh@comcast.net
mailto:jamilehh@comcast.net
mailto:tmdoyle@comcast.net
mailto:carriepoag1@comcast.net
mailto:nancywild@bellsouth.net
mailto:jeridaniels@juno.com
mailto:will6will@aol.com
mailto:callamy1@bellsouth.net
mailto:nancywild@bellsouth.net
mailto:Tracyz1@mac.com


 
 

 

SENIOR POGSñCLASS OF 2010 
 

Our children are High School SENIORS!!! 

 

12 years of school has certainly gone quickly and now here we are in the 

last year. This will be a really exciting year for our seniors. As they finalize 

plans for college and dream of their futures, it will be fun to walk with 

them through their senior year. 

 

·  Senior Recognition -  
 

Senior Recognition forms and dues are ASAP.   

We have had approximately 60% of the forms turned in with payment.  

We are in need of this information so we can insure that every student 

will be  properly represented on the Senior T-shirt as well as the Gradua-

tion Yard Sign. Every month our students will be honored with surprises 

to let them know how proud we are of them and their accomplishments. 

Your student should have already received a 2010 car sticker.  

 

If you have not sent in your $55 senior recognition contribution, please 

write your check payable to POGS 2010.  

 

Please fill out the form on page 9 and return to Ruth Knab at the address 

listed on the following page. 

 

· Parents of Graduating Seniors 2010 Meeting 

 

Our first meeting for the Year will be Tuesday, August 25th at 6:30 in the 

BHS Cafeteria. Plan to highlight what we should be expecting for Sr. Year.   

 

Ruth Knab - ruth.knab@att.net 370-8661  

Betsy Fisher - bradandbets@comcast.net 373-1935 

Sallie Contini - dcontini@bellsouth.net 371-0283  

mailto:ruth.knab@att.net
mailto:bradandbets@comcast.net
mailto:dcontini@bellsouth.net


 

Parents of Graduating Seniors 2010    

Please send in your payment by August 1st.    

   

Shh!  Don't tell your Seniors about Sr. Recognition.    

   

   

DESCRIPTION AMOUNT 

As part of your Student's Senior Year experience your donation provides:  $                        55.00  

Sr. recognition gifts/food throughout the year ending with Personalized Yard Sign     

    Check which applies below. TOTAL    $                        55.00  

 
              Enclosed is my check # _______ for $55   

 
              Enclosed is my check # _______ for $30 and I will send $25 by 10/1   

   

Make your check payable to:  POGS 2010 

   
                                                           Mail to:  Ruth Knab                                                                               

                                                                       1807 Harpeth River Dr.   

                                                                       Brentwood, TN  37027   

Student____________________________________________   

   

Parent(s)/Guardian(s)______________________________  _____________________________________ 

   

Phone (Daytime)_________________________________ (Evening)_______________________________ 

   

Student's Email _______________________________________________________________ 

   

Parent/Guardian Email_______________________________________________________ 

   

Senior Recognition Gifts are determined by the parents involved.  Would you like to help?     Yes_____ No_______ 

   

STUDENTôS T-SHIRT SIZE (ALL ADULT SIZES)    

XS       S       M       L       XL       XXL   

Name: _________________________________________   

(Name or Nickname only to be printed on back; Please Print )   

   

LAWN SIGN INFORMATION    

Name: _________________________________________   

(First Name or Nickname only; Please Print )   

Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

Where is the sign to be delivered?    

Subdivision: _________________________________   

   

SPONSORSHIP   

In previous years, parents and/ or companies have volunteered to sponsor all or part of a particular Sr.   

Treat/Gift. If you or your company would be interested in participating, please complete the following: 

Company or Family Name ______________________________________   

Contact Name and Phone Number ________________________________  
   

Questions?????            Amy Cottrall callamy1@bellsouth.net 370-1235 or 

                                       Sallie Contini dcontini@bellsouth.net 371-0283   

   

   



 
 

Dear Senior Parents, 
 

The yearbook staff is again offering parents of seniors the opportunity to publicly recognize their special graduates.  Many par-

ents do not tell their seniors that they are ordering senior ads, so it is a surprise when they get their yearbook.  This yearõs sen-

ior ads section will again be all color, so only color photos should be sent in.  You may write a personalized message to honor 

your senior, or you may wish to include a group of his or her friends.  Traditionally, parents enclose a personal message of 

pride or reveal a special memory.  Pictures should be no smaller than billfold size.   

  

 
 

 

Please follow the guidelines below to place your order.  If you have actual pictures (instead of a CD or disc with pictures), 

please write your son or daughterõs first and last name in pencil on the back of the picture, and our staff will do our very best to 

return the picture to you in the spring when the book is finished.  You will have the opportunity to preview your ad at school in 

the late fall/early winter of 2009.  Please look in POGS emails and on the BHS announcements for specific dates for 

previewing ads and for picking up pictures.   

 

If you have any questions, please contact the yearbook staff at ashleyp1@wcs.edu or 472-4220 ext. 3666. 

 

Please send all ads to:      BHS 

Attn:  Yearbook 

5304 Murray Lane 

Brentwood, TN 37027 

 

Thank you, and we look forward to composing your ad! 

 

 

Size of ad: 1/8 page (2.5ó x 4ó and approx. 20 words)  $90 

  Ĳ page (4ó x 5ó and approx. 40 words)  $105  

  ı page (5ó x 8ó and approx. 60 words)  $140  

  1 page (8ó x 11ó and approx. 80 words)  $260  

Checklist: 

¶ Photos and/or CD or disk with photos enclosed 

¶ Check to BHS enclosed 

¶ If you have a specific layout in mind, please indicate that with your enclosed information. If you have no 

preference, the senior editors will be happy to design your ad for you. 
 

Seniorõs Name:  _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Purchased by:  ________________________________Home :________________________Cell#:__________________________ 

 

Email: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Message you wish to include: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Senior ads must be RECEIVED at the BHS front office BY MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2009 at 2:45 

PM.  Due to publication deadlines of a spring book, we WILL NOT be able to accept late ads.  

We must have both the money AND the pictures (with message) on the deadline.    

Senior Parental Salute ð2009 - 2010 Yearbook  

mailto:ashleyp1@wcs.edu


 

 

2011 POGS Membership Form 
 

Parentõs Name: ______________________________________________ 

 

Student Name: _______________________________________________ 

 

Home Address: ______________________________________________ 

 

Home Phone: ________________      Cell Phone: ___________________ 

 

E-Mail Address: _____________________________________________ 

 

Fee: $15         cash ___   check ____ (Payable to Class of 2011 POGS) 

 

_____ I am willing to make a dish for the teacherõs luncheon 

_____ I have already sent my check 

 

Please make checks payable to Class of 2011 POGS and mail to:   Jeri Daniels 

        614 Davis Drive 

        Brentwood, TN 37027 

Class of 2010: 

Donõt forget to schedule your senior yearbook picture with Lifetouch Photography on 

or before October 1.  

 

If your picture is taken after the deadline, you will not be in the yearbook (due to 

publication deadlines). Please make your appointment as early as possible. Call Life-

touch at 373-3806 to do so. If you are in the top 20% of the class, please take your 

cap and gown photos both with and without honor cords to ensure consistency in 

the yearbook. Thank you! 

 

Parents of the Class of 2010: 

Senior parental salute ads for the yearbook must be RECEIVED at the BHS front of-

fice by Monday, September 14, 2009 at 2:45 PM. Due to publication deadlines of a 

spring book, we WILL NOT be able to accept late ads. We must have both the money 

AND the picture (with message) on the deadline. 

 

Fall Picture Dates: 

8/26 is underclass picture day (seniors will have pictures taken for ID purposes only) 

9/21 is re -take day 

 

Spring Yearbook Supplement for 2008-2009 school year: 

The spring supplement with spring sports, prom, graduation, and the index will be 

delivered in August when school reconvenes. 

 

Yearbook Information for 2009-2010 



 

October 3. 2009 �² 8:00 a.m.  
Brentwood High School  
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Race benefiting Brentwood High School Athletics  

 

BHS Student Senate & Council 2009-2010 
 

Student Body President-   Harrison Hall 

Student Body Vice President-  Jackson Bruck 

Student Body Treasurer-   Rachel Gregory 

Student Body Secretary-   Holly Feldhacker 

 

Senior Class President-   Thomas Leathers 

Senior Class Vice President-   Ryan Budden 

Senior Class Representatives 

At-Large (4) -     Atul Agnihotri, Drew Doggett, 

      Evan Galin, & Blake Thomas 

 

Junior Class President-   Sarah Whisenant 

Junior Class Vice President-   Schultz McLean 

Junior Class Representatives 

At-Large (4)-     Sarah Edwards, Cate McCoy, 

      Natalie Shuff, & Ben Smith 

 

Sophomore Class President-   Adam Weatherell 

Sophomore Class Vice President-  Michael Tyree 

Sophomore Class Representatives 

At-Large (4)-     Jalen Blue, Kirk McConnell, 

      Jack Starr, & Jessica Wauford 

 

Freshman Class President-   Campbell Valentine 

Freshman Class Vice President-  Nicholas Layne 

Freshman Class Representatives 

At-Large (4)-     Allison Hall, Haley Hancock, 

      Matthew Smith, Taylor Streaty 

 

      

 


