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Brentwood High School Senior Class 

 
 

 The following information will help lead you through the highlights of the college search, application, 

and selection process throughout your senior year.  

 

Where do you begin to navigate the maze of researching, applying to, and achieving acceptance to the 

college of your choice?   Talk with recent high school graduates, your school counselor, teachers, 

parents, and friends.  Do a personalized internet college search utilizing helpful websites including:  

zinch.com, gocollege.com, collegenet.com, fastweb.com, and petersons.com to name a few.  You also 

have the option of ‗Googling‘ your current school choices to determine their entrance 

recommendations/requirements, (sometimes referenced in the ―Freshman Profile‖), academic programs 

offered, (give some thought to your strengths and weaknesses and how they match with your intended 

fields),or, the overall view of the school, (consider whether you want a large or small school, whether 

you prefer an urban or rural environment, how far from home it is, and, what type of climate and 

recreation you enjoy).  Further, consider the cost of attendance (COA), which includes tuition and fees 

plus transportation, books, supplies, food, housing and other expenses.         

    

Academically the senior year does count so continue to take challenging courses to build strong 

academic skills and strengthen your GPA.  More and more colleges/universities are looking for 

students who have successfully taken well beyond the required level of coursework to graduate.  It is in 

your best interest to take 4 years of math and science and at least 3 years of a foreign language to be 

competitive and considered by a wide range of college/universities.  The more prepared you are, the 

more options you will have.  

 

Apply to at least 3-5 schools. In addition to requesting your transcript (6 semesters) be sent for the 

initial evaluation by the college/university, you may have to request one (mid-year) be sent at the end 

of first semester and are again required to request one be sent at the end of the year (final transcript).  It 

is important to remember that your acceptance to a college/university is contingent upon you 

successfully completing the courses you reported being in when making application.  If something 

dramatically changes in your progress the college/university has the option of withdrawing your 

acceptance.    

 

Your Counselors are always there to help you so come by and let us know what you need or just visit!   

 

Kari Sulcer A-F       Lori Eggleston G-M     Dan Winfree N-Z 
karis1@wcs.edu                          lorie@wcs.edu                                danw@wcs.edu 

472-4221 ext. 3606                  472-4221 ext. 3607            472-4221 ext. 3608 

 

 

Janet Wulff - Freshmen                    Nancy Lesesne – Scholarships and Testing 
           janetw3@wcs.edu                                                 nancyl@wcs.edu                                 

          472-4221 ext. 3605                                                       472-4221 ext. 3604             
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Senior Planning Calendar 
 

 

 

SENIOR YEAR 

 

 

SEPTEMBER  Finalize your list of reasonable choices and note the deadlines!  You 

may want to keep a calendar or a file for each school.  Include at least 

one ―long shot‖, one ―target‖, and one ―safe‖ school.  Your first 

choice might very well be a school to which you are a likely candidate 

for admission.  However, you should include at least one safe choice 

on your list of colleges. 

 Once you have narrowed your list of colleges to a                

recommended maximum of five, review your applications and essays. 

You may call or write a college admission‘s office at any time to 

request materials or ask questions. 

 Register for the October ACT or November SAT if you have not taken 

the test or want to retest.  You can register online at act.org (ACT) / 

collegeboard.org (SAT), or get packets from Guidance.  

 Complete, and turn in to your school counselor, the Senior Data Form, 

or your resume, before you ask him/her to write a recommendation.  

Be sure to make a copy for yourself and each teacher you ask to write 

a recommendation. 

 Notify your school counselor if you plan to apply Early Decision or 

Early Action.   Early decision allows you to apply early, usually in 

November, and get an admission decision from the college in advance 

of the usual notification date.  Early decision plans are "binding," 

meaning if you apply as an early decision candidate you agree to 

attend the college if it accepts you and offers an adequate financial aid 

package. Although you can apply to only one college for early 

decision, you may apply to other colleges under regular admission. If 

you're accepted by your first-choice college early, you must withdraw 

all other applications.   Early Action plans are similar to early decision 

plans in that you can learn early in the admission cycle (usually in 

January or February) whether a college has accepted you. But unlike 

early decision, most early action plans are not binding, meaning you 

do NOT have to commit to a college to which you've applied for early 

action. Under these plans, you may apply to other colleges. Usually, 

you can let the college know of your decision in the late spring or 

whenever you've decided. 

 Begin work on application essays.  All senior English classes include 

work on an essay.  Make sure you follow the directions provided by 

the college/university and present yourself in a well thought out, 

honest, neat, and grammatically correct manner.    

 Remember that the grades you make this semester will be an 

important ingredient in the way college admissions committees view 

your academic seriousness.  Your first semester grades will be the last 

ones they see before deciding whether to admit you to their school. 

 Decide how you will actually apply:  paper application or online.  

Also consider using the common application which will save you 



time. 

 Keep your commitment to take challenging courses!  Your senior year 

matters! 

OCTOBER  Please do not push deadlines.  It is to your advantage to file your 

application early.  Most colleges admit that early applications 

automatically receive more attention because they demonstrate the 

student‘s sincere interest in a school. 

 Early decision deadlines and scholarship deadlines can be as early as 

October 15. 

Plan ahead!  Submit your Transcript Requests two weeks before the 

deadline. 

 Attend Williamson County College Fair in October 

 Notify your counselor if you would like to be nominated for a 

scholarship at the colleges you are applying. 

 Complete a Transcript Request form for each application you submit.  

Your transcript includes ACT and SAT scores, your grades and the 

school profile which explains the grading system.  The college to 

which you are applying may require the test scores come directly from 

ACT/SAT.  Make sure you know what your choices require and 

contact ACT/SAT directly to request scores if you did not designate 

your choice as a recipient of your scores when registering for the test.   

 Watch Channel 9 for Scholarship information and the BHS website. 

 Attend Financial Aid Night. 

NOVEMBER  Use your college visiting days well.  BHS allows a maximum of 2 

days which will be counted against your exemption, but will be 

excused if pre-approved.  Bring a letter from the college for proof of 

your visit. 

 Teacher Recs - If the colleges to which you are applying require a 

recommendation from a teacher, choose and ask a teacher who you 

feel knows you the best and will represent you well.  Allow at least 2 

weeks to complete a recommendation. Provide an addressed and 

stamped envelope with the appropriate college forms and a copy of 

your senior data sheet attached.  If you are applying via the Common 

Application, you need to ask your teacher BEFORE you note them as 

a recommender on the online application.   

 This will be your last chance to sign up for and take the SAT or ACT 

in this year‘s admission pool. 

DECEMBER  All college applications and transcript requests which need to be 

sent out before the holidays are due in Guidance by the first week in 

December. 

 Any Transcript Requests submitted after this date may be sent out in 

January.  Please remember that Counselor Reports will be processed 

in the order they are received…not in the order of urgency for you. 

 If you expect your counselor to write an effective recommendation for 

you, then allow sufficient time to process your recommendation. 

 Ace your mid-year exams—they matter! 

 Request Mid-Year transcripts to be mailed to the colleges to which 

you are applying. 

 Don’t ask to drop challenging courses.  Colleges could withdraw 

their offer! 

 



JANUARY  Complete and file your FAFSA as soon as possible.  The FAFSA is 

the federal financial form, needed for both public and private schools, 

and the Profile is for private schools only.  Remember, the lottery 

scholarships require the FAFSA!  Some aid is distributed on a first 

come, first served basis.  FAFSA‘s web site is 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov. 

FEBRUARY  If you haven‘t already done so, visit schools to which you have 

applied. 

 Wait. 

MARCH  SPRING BREAK --- ENJOY! 

APRIL  By April 15, you should hear from all colleges.  Use the two weeks 

before May 1 to make your final decision. 

 Register for Advanced Placement exams if necessary. 

 Notify all colleges which have accepted you of your final decision. 

 Notify colleges who have put you on their waiting list if you wish to 

remain on it. 

 Don’t catch Senioritis!   All college acceptances are conditional 

pending receipt of final grades in June.   

MAY  Reply to the college you choose.  Do not place a deposit with more 

than one college:  it is unethical and you can be dropped by both 

colleges if discovered. 

 Fill out a Final Transcript Request/Scholarship Form for the 

college you will attend.  You must make this request in writing to 

release your transcript. 

GRADUATE! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

TEN TOP THINGS COLLEGES LOOK FOR 

 

 

1. A high school curriculum that challenges the student. 

Typically, academic classes beyond the graduation requirement, and include Honors and 

Advanced Placement classes when recommended. 

 

2. Grades that represent strong effort and an upward trend. 

 

3. Solid scores in standardized tests such as SAT and ACT. 

These should be consistent with high school performance. 

 

4. Involvement in a few activities, demonstrating leadership and initiative. By your senior 

year, focus only on a few to develop your interests.  Colleges don‘t want a ‗serial joiner.‘  They 

want commitment and leadership. 

 

5. Community service showing evidence of being a “contributor”. 

Activities should demonstrate concern for other people and a global view. 

 

6. Work or out of school experiences (including summer activities) that illustrate 

responsibility, dedication, and development of areas of interest. 

Work or other meaningful use of free time can demonstrate maturity. 

 

7. A well-written essay that provides insight into the student’s unique personality, values 

and goals. 

This essay should be thoughtful and highly personal.  It should demonstrate careful and well-

constructed writing. 

 

8. Letters of recommendation from teachers and your School Counselor that give evidence 

of the ability to do college-level work, integrity, special skills and positive character traits.   

 

9. Supplementary recommendations by adults who have had significant direct contact with 

the student.  Letters from coaches or supervisors in work or volunteer activities are 

sometimes appropriate.   

 

10. Anything special that makes the student stand out from the rest of the applicants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Grading System, GPA Calculation, and Honors Diplomas 
 

 

            Grade Scale:                          GPA Calculation: 

Grade     Value                Regular    Honors              AP__ 

A 97–100      4.0         4.5  5.0 

A 94 – 96      3.7         4.2         4.7 

A 91 – 93      3.5         4.0         4.5 

B 87 – 90      3.3         3.8        4.3 

B 84 – 86      3.0        3.5         4.0 

B 81 – 83      2.7         3.2         3.7 

C 77 – 80      2.3         2.8         3.3 

C 72 – 76      2.0         2.5         3.0 

D 70 – 71      1.0         1.5         1.9 

F   0 – 69      0.0         0.0        0.0 

 

The Calculation of the GPA is determined by dividing the sum of the quality points, including 

accelerated quality points, by the total courses attempted.  Credit given to all courses taken in high 

school is counted.  Grade point averages (GPA) are calculated on the following graduated 4-point scale 

with additional grade point weighting of 0.5 for Honors courses and 1.0 for Advanced Placement 

(A.P.) courses. 

 
Will I earn an HONORS DIPLOMA? 
 

Tennessee Diploma with Honors – Students completing requirements for the University Path, the 

Technical Path, or the Dual Path will have the opportunity to graduate with honors, provided they 

maintain at least a 3.0 academic average for four years. 

 

Brentwood High School Honors Diploma – Core requirements must be met as well as the following 

course requirements:  4 years social studies, 4 years science and 4 years math; 3 years of a foreign 

language sequence. In addition, the student must have a 3.0 GPA or higher, a minimum of five 

advanced placement courses must be taken, and all honor courses must be taken when offered. 

 

Williamson County Honors Diploma – Completion of the core curriculum and a minimum of 14 

credits at the honors or advanced Placement level,  4 credits in science, 4 credits in math, and a 3.5 or 

higher will be required for a Williamson County Honors Diploma.  Credits earned from your middle 

school will be counted as honors classes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

COLLEGE ADMISSION TESTS: ACT and SAT 

BHS High School Code:   430-162 

 

Taking a college admissions test is a major component of the admissions process.  The score received 

will be used when evaluating your consideration for admittance.  The better you do on the test, the 

more options for admittance and scholarships you may have.  It is advisable to take a preparation 

course before the attempt.  The BHS School Library has a free online prep that the Librarians can 

assist you with.  Go by before school, during homeroom, or study hall (with permission).  

Additionally, there are several private agencies that offer prep and tutoring services both on line and in 

the local area.  BHS may offer ACT prep classes for students who have not achieved a 21 on the ACT.  

Check with your counselor for more information.     

Most colleges/universities accept both the ACT and the SAT.  However, students should check the 

websites of their schools of interest to determine what is required or preferred.  Some schools require 

two SAT Subject Tests be taken in addition to the ACT/SAT. 

 The following is a look at ACT and SAT: 

 The ACT:  Content and Structure 

 

 The SAT 

 

 The SAT Subject Tests 

 

 The SAT Preparation Center 

 

 ACT Exam Dates 

 

 SAT/SAT Subject Test Exam Dates 

  

 SAT vs. ACT:  How do the Tests Compare? 

  

 How do the SAT and ACT Scores Compare? 

 

 Is it Better to Take the ACT or the SAT? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The ACT: Content and Structure 
 

The ACT is a graduation requirement for Williamson County High Schools.  The ACT Assessment measures your 

skills and knowledge in English, Math, Science, Reading, and Writing.  The ACT is usually taken by students for the 

first time in the spring of their Junior year and can be retaken, without penalty, as many times as desired.   ACT 

registration packets can be picked up at the Guidance Office or you can register online at www.act.org.  The cost for 

taking the ACT is $31.00 plus $15.00 if you opt to take the Writing Test.  Your score on the ACT is based on the 

number of questions you answer correctly: there is no penalty for guessing.  Guessing on the ACT can help your score if 

you don‘t know the right answer.      

 

The English Subject Test (75 Questions, 45 Minutes)  The English Test assesses your sense of correct English 

writing.  You don‘t need to know precise grammatical terms and definitions, a good intuitive grounding in grammar is 

important for doing well on this Subject Test.  The English Subject Test contains five reading passages containing 

grammatical and stylistic errors. Each passage is accompanied by fifteen questions. You are given 45 minutes to answer 

these 75 questions. The questions ask you to make corrections to the text through your multiple-choice options.  

The English Test assesses your understanding of the basic grammar of the English language, as well as your grasp of the 

tools and strategies a writer can use to put sentences together to form paragraphs and arguments. The English Subject 

Test includes 40 questions on Usage/Mechanics and 35 on Rhetorical Skills. These two types of question can be further 

broken down into the following categories: 

 

Subject Number of Questions 

Usage/Mechanics (Grammar) 40 

Punctuation 10 

Basic Grammar and Usage 12 

Sentence Structure 18 

Rhetorical Skills (Writing Skills)  35 

Strategy (tests your understanding of a writer‘s strategic decisions in putting together a passage) 12 

Organization 11 

Style 12 

Total 75 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.act.org/


The Optional Writing Test (1 Essay Question, 30 Minutes) You are given 30 minutes to construct an essay based 

on a given issue. The issue will be relevant to your life as a high school student. You can either choose to support the 

perspective given on the issue or provide one of your own from your own experience. Two ―raters‖ will score your 

essay on a scale of 1–6.  The two scores from the raters are then added together to make up your subscore, ranging from 

2–12. If the two raters arrive at a substantially different score, a third rater will be brought in.  Your score on the Writing 

Test will be incorporated into your English subject score. You will also see a writing subscore separate from the English 

score on your test results. Your essay will be scanned and made available online so schools can look it up and see 

exactly what you wrote (and how bad your handwriting is).  

 

The Math Test (60 Questions, 60 Minutes) The Math Subject Test covers six areas of high school math: pre-

algebra, elementary algebra, intermediate algebra, coordinate geometry, plane geometry, and trigonometry. The test will 

cover these topics according to the following breakdown: 

 

Subject Number of Questions 

Pre-Algebra 14 

Elementary Algebra 10 

Intermediate Algebra 9 

Coordinate Geometry 9 

Plane Geometry 14 

Trigonometry 4 

Total 60 

 

As you can see, the majority of questions deal with pre-algebra, elementary algebra, and plane geometry, which are 

topics usually covered at the beginning of high school. The other three topics—intermediate algebra, coordinate 

geometry, and trigonometry—constitute only 22 of the 60 questions on the test. You should learn these more difficult 

topics by the end of junior year in high school. If you have not learned trigonometry by that time, don‘t sweat it: there 

are only four trig questions on the test, and four questions won‘t ruin your score.  The Math Test differs from the other 

Subject Tests in two significant ways:  

1. Calculator use is allowed.  (See page www.actstudent.org/faq/answers/calculator.html)   

2. There are five answer choices for each question, rather than four. 

 

 

 



 

The Reading Test (40 Questions, 35 Minutes)  The Reading Test consists of four passages, each approximately 750 

words long. The passages cover Prose Fiction, Social Science, Humanities, and Natural Science.  Each passage is 

accompanied by ten questions of varying levels of difficulty. You are given 35 minutes to read the four passages and 

answer the 40 questions. 

Unlike the English and Math Tests, the Reading Test evaluates a set of skills you‘ve acquired rather than subjects 

you‘ve learned. As the name of this Subject Test implies, these skills are your ability to read and to comprehend 

different types of passages. The Reading Test assesses these skills through a variety of questions that ask you to: 

1. Identify details and facts  

2. Draw inferences from given evidence  

3. Make character generalizations  

4. Identify the main idea of a section or the whole passage  

5. Identify the author‘s point of view  

6. Identify cause-effect relationships  

7. Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words through context  

8. Make comparisons and analogies 

The Science Reasoning Test (40 Questions, 35 Minutes) Despite its intimidating name, Science Reasoning does 

not test your understanding of any scientific field. Instead, the Subject Test assesses your ability to ―reason like a 

scientist‖ or to test your ability to understand and analyze data. All of the information you need to know for the Science 

Reasoning Test will be presented in the questions. You just have to dig it out.  The Science Reasoning Test consists of 

seven passages that contain a mixture of graphs, charts, and explanatory text. Each passage is followed by five to seven 

questions. You will encounter three different types of passages on the test: 

 Data Representation Passages. The three Data Representation passages are each accompanied by five 

corresponding questions. These passages ask you to understand and use information presented in graphs or 

tables.  

 Research Summaries Passages. The three Research Summaries passages each come with six questions. These 

passages put scientific data in the context of an experiment; the questions are similar to those in Data 

Representation, but they demand a greater degree of analysis from you. They require you to evaluate an 

experimental design.  

 Conflicting Viewpoints Passage. The one Conflicting Viewpoints passage is accompanied by seven questions. 

This type of passage presents you with two or three alternative theories on a natural phenomenon. The questions 

test your understanding of the differences between the viewpoints and ask you to evaluate the soundness of the 

arguments. 

Science Reasoning “Content” 

The ACT says that the Science Reasoning passages cover biology, earth/space sciences, chemistry, and physics. This is 

true, but the subject matter of the passages is largely irrelevant to what you‘re trying to accomplish. In ―The Science 

Reasoning Test,‖ we will teach you how to see through the confusing scientific terminology and strike at the heart of the 

matter—the data. 

  

 Modified from:  http://www.sparknotes.com/testprep/books/act/chapter1section3.html 
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The SAT 
 
The SAT is not a graduation requirement and students should consult the websites of their schools of interest to see which 
college entrance exam is required.  The cost of the test is $45.00.  The SAT Reasoning Test is the nation's most widely used 
admissions test among colleges and universities. It tests students' knowledge of subjects that are necessary for college 
success: reading, writing, and mathematics. The SAT assesses the critical thinking skills students need for academic success in 
collegeðskills that students learned in high school.  

The SAT is typically taken by high school juniors and seniors. It tells students how well they use the skills and knowledge they 
have attained in and outside of the classroomðincluding how they think, solve problems, and communicate. The SAT is an 
important resource for colleges. It's also one of the best predictors of how well students will do in college. 

Each section of the SAT is scored on a scale of 200-800, with two writing subscores for multiple-choice questions and the 
essay. It is administered seven times a year in the U.S., Puerto Rico, and U.S. Territories, and six times a year overseas. 

For more online sample questions and preparation materials, visit the SAT Preparation Center. 

SAT Question Types 
The SAT includes several different question types, including: a student-produced essay, multiple-choice questions, and 
student-produced responses (grid-ins). Select any section below to learn more about specific question types. 

Critical Reading 
Mathematics 
Writing  

The Unscored Section 

In addition to the nine scored sections of the SAT, there is one 25-minute section that we use to ensure that the SAT continues 
to be a fair and valid test. Don't be worried: the section does not count towards your score. It may be a critical reading, 
mathematics, or writing multiple-choice section.  

It is common test development to use an unscored section to try out new questions for future editions of the test. It also 
ensures that scores on new editions of the SAT are comparable to scores on earlier editions of the test. This helps to ensure 
the fairness of the SAT, which is one of our primary objectives. 

Test Order 
The SAT is comprised of 10 total testing sections. The first section is always a 25-minute essay, and the last section is always 
a 10-minute multiple-choice writing section. Sections two through seven are 25-minute sections. Sections eight and nine are 
20-minute sections. Test-takers sitting next to each other in the same session may have test books with entirely different 
content orders for sections two through nine (mathematics, critical reading, and writing). 
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SAT Subject Tests 

 
Subject Tests (formerly SAT II: Subject Tests) are designed to measure your knowledge and skills in 
particular subject areas, as well as your ability to apply that knowledge. 

Students take the Subject Tests to demonstrate to colleges their mastery of specific subjects like English, 
history, mathematics, science, and language. The tests are independent of any particular textbook or 
method of instruction. The tests' content evolves to reflect current trends in high school curricula, but the 
types of questions change little from year to year. 

Many colleges use the Subject Tests for admission, for course placement, and to advise students about 
course selection. Used in combination with other background information (your high school record, scores 
from other tests like the SAT Reasoning Test, teacher recommendations, etc.), they provide a dependable 
measure of your academic achievement and are a good predictor of future performance. 

Some colleges specify the Subject Tests they require for admission or placement; others allow applicants to 
choose which tests to take. 

Subject Tests fall into five general subject areas: 

English 

Literature 

History 

U.S. History 

      (formerly American History and Social Studies) 

World History 

Mathematics 

Mathematics Level 1 (formerly Mathematics IC) 

Mathematics Level 2 (formerly Mathematics IIC) 

Science 

Biology E/M 

Chemistry 

Physics 

Languages 
 

Chinese with Listening 
French 

French with Listening 
German 

German with Listening 
Spanish 

Spanish with Listening 
Modern Hebrew 

Italian 
Latin 

Japanese with Listening 
Korean with Listening 

All Subject Tests are one-hour, multiple-choice tests. However, some of these tests have unique formats:  

 The Subject Test in Biology E/M contains a common core of 60 general-knowledge multiple-choice 
questions, followed by 20 multiple-choice questions that emphasize either ecological (Biology E) or 
molecular (Biology M) subject matter. Before testing begins, you must choose which test you will 
take, either the ecological or molecular. Students are not allowed to take both tests in one 
sitting. If you do, your scores may be canceled.  

 The Subject Tests in Mathematics (Level 1 and Level 2) have some questions that require the 
use of at least a scientific or graphing calculator. Mathematics Subject Tests are developed with the 
expectation that most students will use a graphing calculator.  

 The Subject Tests in Languages with Listening (Chinese, French, German, Japanese, Korean, and 
Spanish) consist of a listening section and a reading section. Students taking these tests are required 
to bring an acceptable CD player with earphones to the test center.  

For more detailed information, including recommended preparation, anticipated skills, test format, sample 
questions, and more, visit the Subject Tests Preparation Center. 
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http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/lc_two/koreanlist/koreanlist.html?koreanlist
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/testday/cdplayer.html
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/lc_two.html


Which Subject Tests should you take? 
 
Before deciding which tests to take, make a list of the colleges you're considering. Then review school 
catalogs, College Search Engines, or College Handbooks to find out whether the schools require scores for 
admission and, if so, how many tests and in which subjects. 

Use your list of colleges and their admission requirements to help plan your high school course schedule. You 
may want to adjust your schedule in light of colleges' requirements. For example, a college may require a 
score from a Subject Test in a language for admission, or the college might exempt you from a freshman 
course requirement if you do well on a language Subject Test. 

Many colleges that don't require Subject Test scores will still review them since they can give a fuller picture 
of your academic background. 

If you're not sure which Subject Test to take from a subject area, talk to your teacher or school counselor 
and visit the Subject Tests Preparation Center. 

When should you take Subject Tests? 
Most students take Subject Tests toward the end of their junior year or at the beginning of their senior year. 

Take tests such as World History, Biology E/M, Chemistry, or Physics as soon as possible after completing 
the course in the subject, while the material is still fresh in your mind. For foreign language tests, you'll do 
better after at least two years of study. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://collegesearch.collegeboard.com/search/index.jsp
http://store.collegeboard.com/productdetail.do?Itemkey=007123
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/lc_two.html


SAT Preparation CenterÊ 
Know what to expect on test day by reviewing practice questions, taking a practice test, and more. 

Official SAT Practice Questions 

Review directions, approaches, and practice questions: 
Critical Reading | Mathematics | Writing  

The Official SAT Question of the DayÊ 
Practice with a daily question, hint, and explanation. 
Official SAT Practice Test 
Print and take a practice test, then get a score report and answer explanations. 
My College QuickStartÊ 
A free personalized SAT planning kit for PSAT/NMSQT takers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/prep_one/critical_reading.html
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/prep_one/math.html
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/prep_one/writing.html
http://www.collegeboard.com/apps/qotd/question
http://apps.collegeboard.com/ut/AffiliateJumpPage.jsp?DestURL=http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/prep_one/test.html&AffiliateID=PREPCENTER&BannerID=pretest
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/psat/quickstart.html


ACT Test Dates in the U.S., U.S.  Territories, and Canada  

Test Date Registration Deadline (Late Fee Required) 

September 12, 2009* August 7, 2009 August 8 ï 21, 2009 

October 24, 2009 September 18, 2009 September 19 ï October 2, 2009 

December 12, 2009 November 6, 2009 November 7 ï 20, 2009 

February 6, 2010** January 5, 2010 January 6 ï 15, 2010 

April 10, 2010 March 5, 2010 March 6 ï 19, 2010 

June 12, 2010 May 7, 2010 May 8 ï 21, 2010 

 

SAT Test Dates and Registration Deadlines 

U.S. Registration Deadlines 

2009-10 

Test Dates 

Test Regular Registration Deadline 

(postmark/submit by) 

October 10, 2009 SAT & Subject Tests September 9, 2009 

November 7, 2009 SAT & Subject Tests October 1, 2009 

December 5, 2009 SAT & Subject Tests October 30, 2009 

January 23, 2010 SAT & Subject Tests December 15, 2009 

March 13, 2010 SAT only February 4, 2010 

May 1, 2010 SAT & Subject Tests March 25, 2010 

June 5, 2010 SAT & Subject Tests April 29, 2010 

 

 

Fees for SAT and Subject Tests 

 

http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/calenfees/fees.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/calenfees/fees.html


SAT vs. ACT: How do the Tests Compare?  
What is the difference between the SAT and ACT? To learn about the differences between the two tests and how they 

compare, click on the link below.  

http://www.princetonreview.com/college/testprep/testprep.asp?TPRPAGE=141&type=ACT-LEARN  

 

How do SAT and ACT scores compare? 

The SAT and ACT test some academic skills that are the same and some that are different. Both are 

used, however, by colleges and universities to compare your academic skills with students from around 

the country (and sometimes the world)!  

Below is a table that includes ACT Composite scores with Concordant (corresponding) SAT I scores.  

ACT Composite SAT I Score 

15 1060 

17 1210 

19 1350 

20 1410 

21 1500 

22 1530 

23 1590 

24 1650 

25 1700 

26 1760 

27 1820 

28 1860 

29 1920 

30 1980 

31 2040 

32 2130 

33 2190 

34 2260 

35 2340 

36 2400 

Source: College Board, Data Extrapolated 

. 
From:  http://www.powerprep.com/actvssat.htm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.princetonreview.com/college/testprep/testprep.asp?TPRPAGE=141&type=ACT-LEARN
http://www.powerprep.com/actvssat.htm


Is it Better to Take the ACT or the SAT?  
 

"Should I take the SAT or the ACT?" This is a common dilemma for many high school students. The 

easy answer to this question is to talk to your college or university of choice and see if they have a 

preference. Here are some other pointers.  

 Most schools do not have a preference or one that they would require over the other.  

 Many Ivy League schools want students to take the SAT.  

 Some colleges require a student to take SAT II subject tests for placement into college courses 

or for college admission.  

 Students can (if they are able to) take both exams. The two exams differ from each other in 

certain areas and many students do better on one rather than the other.  

 Ask the colleges that you are applying to if they will combine scores from different 

administrations to come up with a highest possible composite (super-score). In other words 

some schools will take your highest math score from one SAT and combine it with your highest 

verbal score from another SAT to come up with the highest possible composite. Keep in mind 

that not all universities will do this.  

 Keep in mind that all students have a "ceiling" when they take these exams. To put it another 

way, no matter how many times they take it there will be a score that individually they will not 

be able to go above.  

 As difficult as these exams are for some students, they are a part of the admissions process and 

decision at almost every school. Different colleges and universities put different weight on this 

importance, but it still exists.  

 For students with learning disabilities, there is an un-timed version of the exams that can be 

administered.  

 Some colleges offer a residual exam directly on their campus. This score is only good on the 

campus on which it was taken.  

 

Always try to get a good night sleep before and breakfast the morning of the exam. Relax and do the 

best that you can. Be sure that you have taken an exam at least once during your junior year of high 

school.  

 

[Above from:  http://www.ecampustours.com/collegeplanning/testtakingsatact/satoract.htm] 
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EARNING COLLEGE CREDIT IN HIGH SCHOOL 

 

 Advanced Placement (AP) Information 

 

 AP Exam Schedule 

 

 BHS Dual Enrollment Program 

 

 Local Dual Enrollment Requirements 

 

 Tennessee Dual Enrollment Grant Information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Advanced Placement (AP) Information 

AP classes are those classes taken in high school in which a student may test for college credit ($86.00 

each) upon completion of the coursework in May.  Brentwood High School offers an extensive list of 

AP class choices.  It is to your advantage to take as challenging a course load as you can successfully 

complete.  Talk to your parents, School Counselor, teachers, and other students when selecting your 

classes.  At BHS one point is added to each semester grade for the effort.  For example:  if you earned 

a B (3.0) in the AP class your final grade would be an A (4.0).  It is important to note that 

college/university AP acceptance policies differ so use the following website to find out what the 

policy is at the college/university of your choice:   
http://apps.collegeboard.com/apcreditpolicy/index.jsp 

 

AP Courses - Accept the Challenge 

By Kay Peterson, Ph.D 

Need a bigger challenge from your high school classes? Ready to delve more deeply into your favorite 

subject? Want to save money and advance more quickly once you enter college? It's time to check into 

AP classes.  

AP stands for "Advanced Placement," a series of 35 college-level courses available to high school 

students looking for a head start. AP courses cover more material at a faster pace and in greater detail 

than regular high school courses. They also allow students to begin earning credit toward a college 

degree.  

The Benefits of AP:  AP means more work, but it's work that pays off. Consider what AP allows you 

to do:  

 Explore more challenging coursework. AP work offers you the opportunity to work 

independently and with students who are as excited by the subject as you are.  

 Improve your college applications. Admissions officers recognize the work and commitment 

required by AP courses. Having AP classes as part of your course schedule improves your 

application profile.  

 Prepare for college-level work. AP coursework provides a solid foundation for your work in 

college.  

 Get ahead in college. Earning college credit in high school allows you to advance more rapidly 

through your major and general education requirements.  

 Save money on tuition. For every course you don't have to take in college, you save money. 

Those dollars add up if you are able to graduate early. Keep in mind: Some schools may charge 

a fee to ensure that your AP credits transfer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://apps.collegeboard.com/apcreditpolicy/index.jsp


AP Courses  

AP courses provide a challenge for motivated students who are interested in working more intensively 

in their field of choice. You can choose from 35 different courses in science, math, the humanities and 

the social sciences. Offerings vary from school to school; ask your counselor or AP coordinator about 

the classes available at your school.  

If appropriate AP courses are not offered at your school, you may want to consider preparing for the 

AP tests through online or distance-learning courses offered by colleges or study services.  

However, before committing to these alternatives, talk to your guidance counselor. Make sure your 

school approves the coursework and that the credit you earn will be applied toward graduation. You 

may also need your high school's assistance in coordinating your exam.  

Taking the Test  

Once you've completed your coursework, you must take the AP exam in order to receive college credit. 

AP tests are administered every May. Most students take them at the end of senior year but it's best to 

take the exam as soon as possible after the completion of AP coursework. If you take an AP course 

earlier than senior year, plan to take the test the same year you finish the course.  

Schedules and locations for testing vary. Check with your teacher or your high school's AP coordinator 

for more details.  

Scoring and College Credit  

AP tests are scored on a scale of 1-5. Students with a grade of 3 or higher are generally recommended 

to receive advanced placement in college and/or credit for a college course. However, some colleges 

might require a 4 or 5 for students to receive credit. Keep in mind that passing the AP exam doesn't 

guarantee you'll receive college credit. Only your prospective college can confer credit for AP 

coursework; policies vary from school to school.  

If receiving credit is important to you, contact your prospective college early to learn about their AP 

policies. Since AP courses are generally taken senior year, this may mean checking AP policies far in 

advance, even before you apply for college admission. Consult the school's catalog to learn more.  

There's a lot to be gained from advanced study. By researching this option, you can save time and 

money, and develop your skills for a successful college career.  

 

[From:  http://fastweb.monster.com/fastweb/resources/articles/index/100101?id=] 
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AP Exam Schedule 
The 2010 AP Exams will be administered over two weeks in May: May 3 through 7 and May 10 through 14. Coordinators are 

responsible for notifying students when and where to report for the exams. Early testing or testing at times other than those published by 

the College Board is not permitted under any circumstances. 

 

Week 1  Morning  
8 a.m.  

Afternoon  
12 noon  

Monday, 
May 3  

United States Government and Politics  Comparative Government and Politics 
French Language  

Tuesday, 
May 4  

Computer Science A 
Spanish Language  

Statistics  

Wednesday, 
May 5  

Calculus AB 
Calculus BC  

Chinese Language and Culture  

Thursday, 
May 6  

English Literature and Composition 
German Language  

Japanese Language and Culture  

Friday, 
May 7  

United States History  European History 
Studio Art (portfolios due)  

   

Week 2  Morning  
8 a.m.  

Afternoon  
12 noon  

Afternoon  
2 p.m.  

Monday, 
May 10  

Biology 
Music Theory  

Physics B 
Physics C: Mechanics  

Physics C: Electricity and Magnetism  

Tuesday, 
May 11  

Chemistry 
Environmental Science  

Psychology    

Wednesday, 
May 12  

English Language and Composition  Art History    

Thursday, 
May 13  

Macroeconomics 
World History  

Microeconomics    

Friday, 
May 14  

Human Geography 
Spanish Literature  

Latin: Vergil    

 

 

 

 

 

 



BHS Dual Enrollment Program 

Dual Enrollment provides the opportunity for 11
th

 and 12
th

 grade students to earn college credit while 

still attending high school. To qualify a student must: 

 Have a cumulative minimum high school GPA of 3.0 

 Have a minimum 19 reading score on the ACT or a minimum 890 composite on the SAT   

How To Apply: 

Step 1 Fill out the Dual Enrollment Application with the college/university to which you 

want to complete your course work through.    

 

Step 2  Fill out a Transcript Request Form to have official high school transcripts and ACT 

or SAT scores sent to the participating school.  

 

Step 3  After the application has been processed, you will register for classes.  Return a 

copy of the class or classes you sign up for to your School Counselor then your 

BHS schedule will be changed to reflect Dual Enrollment.  Per semester, a student 

may take one Dual Enrollment class and five classes at BHS or two Dual 

Enrollment classes and four classes at BHS.  

 

Step 4    

 

Upon successful completion of the Dual Enrollment class have your final grade sent 

to BHS so credit can be awarded.  Grade will be reflected on BHS transcript as 

Pass/Fail.  It will not count toward GPA. 

Other Important Information 

 Dual enrollment students are eligible for a $300.00 grant per semester via a HOPE Grant 

Program.  Obtain forms from your School Counselor then submit them to the participating 

school.  *Note: Students must have been a Tennessee resident for one year prior to receipt of 

the grant.  All participating students must maintain a 2.75 GPA in the Dual Enrollment class in 

order to retain eligibility for the grant.  The grant is a ―stand alone‖ program.  Hours attempted 

and grades   earned have no impact on the student‘s TN Hope eligibility.   

 Students taking any Dual Enrollment class should discuss, with a College/University 

Admissions Counselor, whether or not it will transfer to the College/University they plan to 

attend in the fall. 

 Students should also discuss with an Admissions Counselor any possible class conflict with 

AP credit they have received. 

***Special Note about Dual Enrollment and Correspondence Courses/Independent Study*** 

 

Students who take classes through dual enrollment will receive high school credit.  Students who are 

not dual enrolled, but take a correspondence course or independent study will have to test for credit at 

BHS in order to receive high school credit.   

Columbia State Dual Enrollment Requirements: 

http://www.forms.columbiastate.edu/students/admissions/DualEnrollmentAdmissionApp.pdf   

http://www.forms.columbiastate.edu/students/admissions/DualEnrollmentAdmissionApp.pdf


 

Tennessee 

Dual Enrollment Grant 

 
Definition: Tennessee Dual Enrollment Grant 
The Tennessee Dual Enrollment Grant program is defined as a grant for study at an eligible postsecondary institution that is 

funded from net proceeds of the state lottery and awarded to students who are attending high school and who are also 

enrolled in college courses at eligible postsecondary institutions for which they will receive college credit. 
 

General Requirements and Instructions: 
The Tennessee Dual Enrollment Grant provides financial assistance to qualified high school students in pursuit of 

postsecondary study at an eligible Tennessee public or private institution while receiving dual high school and college 

credit. 

 

The application must be completed and processed by the deadline date each semester in order for a student to participate 

and receive funding from this grant. The student and high school official must complete and sign Sections I & II; 

respectively, and submit the application to the postsecondary institution to which the student is seeking admission. The 
processing deadline dates for colleges are: September 1 for fall enrollment, February 1 for spring and May 1 for summer 

enrollment. The processing deadline dates for Tennessee Technology Centers are: November 1 for fall enrollment, March 1 

for spring and May 1 for summer enrollment. 

 

To participate in the Tennessee Dual Enrollment Grant program, a student must be a Tennessee resident one year prior to 

enrollment and enrolled for postsecondary courses leading towards a degree for which they also earn high school credit. 

The grant shall not be utilized for college-level course of study that does not meet high school requirements for graduation. 

For continued participation, a student must maintain a 2.75 cumulative college grade point average that shall be certified by 

an Enrollment Services representative each semester. Once the courses and minimum cumulative grade point average are 

certified, a representative of the Bursar‘s Office shall process the award.  

 

College courses taken under the restrictions of this grant do not count towards the Tennessee HOPE Scholarship 

college GPA and the attempted credit hours limitation. 

 

Students eligible to participate in the Tennessee Dual Enrollment Grant program may receive up to $600 per award year 

($300 per semester), paid at the rate of $100 per postsecondary semester/term credit hour or approved Tennessee 

Technology Center schedule. This grant is subject to the availability of funding and shall only be applied towards college 

tuition. Other discount vouchers received by the student shall be applied toward the cost of tuition prior to utilizing the 

Tennessee Dual Enrollment Grant. Other postsecondary institution costs not covered by this grant are the responsibility of 

the student. 

 

Students applying for the Tennessee Dual Enrollment Grant program must seek certification from the high school‘s 

principal or counseling staff that they are eligible for participation and that the selected postsecondary courses will meet 
high school graduation requirements. Furthermore, the student shall contact the Admissions Office of the selected eligible 

postsecondary college to apply for admission as a dual enrollment student. The student applying for the Tennessee Dual 

Enrollment Grant program must be certified as eligible by the high school, have selected postsecondary courses approved 

by the high school as meeting high school graduation requirements, and gain admission to the postsecondary institution as a 

dual enrollment student and be enrolled in a high school-approved course of study. 

 

For more questions regarding the Tennessee Dual Enrollment Grant program requirements, please contact the Tennessee 

Student Assistance Corporation at (615) 741-1346 or toll free at 1-800-342-1663. You may visit our website at 

www.CollegePaysTN.com for more details.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Selecting a College 

 
Building the foundation for your college search means completing a set of core courses that adequately 

prepare you for the challenges of a college curriculum.  This foundation for success should have begun 

in the freshman year, and been built upon throughout high school.    

 

The factors that will set the parameters for the college search are your GPA, the results of the college 

entrance exams (ACT or SAT), and the leadership and extracurricular activities in which you have 

been involved.  Additionally, consider what physical and academic setting works for you. 

 

With these factors in mind, remember that there is no ―perfect‖ college; there are many colleges that 

have features for which you are searching.  Each college is distinctive, so take the time to find out the 

subtle differences that can make the college experience a rewarding one.   

 

To begin the selection process: surf the web, attend the Williamson County College Fair October 1, 

2009 at the Cool Springs Galleria, and visit your schools of interest.  Seniors are allowed 2 excused 

visits per year.  Just provide attendance with confirmation of the visit on the college‘s letterhead upon 

your return to school.  The visits will count as absences toward exam exemptions.    

 

Your Counselor will be calling you in to discuss your college plans.  If at any time you have questions 

or concerns come by and see us.  We are there to help you.  Good Luck!      

 

      

 The following is provided to assist you in your search:   

 

 Answer These Questions 

 

 Tips for Finding Your College Match 

 

 Questions to Ask Admissions Officers 

 

 Accommodating Learning Disabilities/ADHD 

 

 Questions to Ask During the College Search 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Answer these questions to help you select a college: 
 

What is your GPA and rank?  

Ask your Counselor or look at your transcript.  The GPA is calculated on semester grades only.   

 

What is your ACT/SAT score? 

The ACT is a graduation requirement.  Check into your school of choice‘s requirements as you may 

also have to take the SAT and/or SAT Subject II tests.  Remember, if you didn‘t do as well as you 

would have liked the first time, take the test(s) again.  You can take it as many times as you need 

without penalty.  The college will take your best score, or, in the case of UTK they may superscore.  

This means they consider your best subscore in each area from every test. 

 

What extra-curricular activities have you participated in? 

Colleges are looking for commitment and sustained contribution rather than a ‗serial joiner‘ 

 

What leadership positions have you held? 

You may have to step out of your comfort zone a little and take on some kind of leadership role in an 

organization. 

 

What class size/style works best for you?   

Are large lecture-style classes or small discussion groups preferable?   

 

What can your parents realistically afford?   

Look for scholarships.  Each college/university, and each department within the college/university, has 

scholarships.   

- Research them online on your schools of choice website or call their financial aid office.   

- Do an online search 

- Come into Guidance for the latest independent opportunities.   

- Remember the HOPE! 

 

What type of institution are you looking for?  

Liberal Arts Colleges are smaller than universities and expose students to a broad base of courses in 

the humanities, social sciences and sciences. 

Universities are generally larger and include a liberal arts college as well as professional.  Most classes 

are taught in lecture format. 

Women‘s colleges offer strong role models and opportunities to serve in positions of leadership.   

Community or Junior Colleges offer the first two years of a liberal arts education: Columbia State or 

Nashville State Community College 

 

Is it more important to be a small frog in a big pond, or a big frog in a small pond?  
In other words, do you want to have an opportunity to shine in a small setting, or do you want the 

variety of opportunities a large setting provides? 

 

 



Tips for Finding Your College Match 

Characteristics You Should Consider 

How can you find colleges that match your needs? First, identify your priorities. Next, carefully 

research the characteristics of a range of schools. Finally, match the two. Here are some college 
characteristics you should consider. 

 

Size of the Student Body 

Size will affect many of your opportunities and experiences, including: 

 range of academic majors offered  

 extracurricular possibilities  

 amount of personal attention you'll receive  

 number of books in the library  

When considering size, be very sure to look beyond the raw number of students attending. For 

example, perhaps you're considering a small department within a large school. Investigate not just the 

number of faculty, but also how accessible faculty members are to students. 

Location 

Do you want to visit home frequently, or do you see this as a time to experience a new part of the 

country? Perhaps you like an urban environment with access to museums, ethnic food, or major league 

ball games. Or maybe you hope for easy access to the outdoors or the serenity of a small town.  

Consider how you react to new situations and people. If you get anxious or homesick for familiar 

diversions, you may not want to throw yourself into a different environment. On the other hand, 

college is all about new experiences, whether you seek them or not. A change in locale can be one. For 

example, maybe you live in a large city but want to try life in a small town.  Learn what to expect from 

a college's setting before you go and, better yet, before you make your final decision.  

Academic Programs 

If you know what you want to study, research reputations of academic departments by talking to 

people in the fields that interest you. If you're undecided, relax and pick an academically balanced 

institution that offers a range of majors and programs. Most colleges offer counseling to help you find 

a focus. 

Campus Life 

Consider what your college life will be like beyond the classroom. Aim for a balance between 

academics, activities, and social life. Before choosing a college, learn the answers to these questions: 

 What extracurricular activities, athletics, and special interest groups are available?  

 Does the community around the college offer interesting outlets for students?  

 Are students welcomed by the community?  

 Is there an ethnic or religious group in which to take part?  

 How do fraternities and sororities influence campus life?  

 Is housing guaranteed?  

 How are dorms assigned?  



Cost 

Today's college price tag makes cost an important consideration for most students. At the same time, 

virtually all colleges work to ensure that academically qualified students from every economic 

circumstance can find financial aid that allows them to attend. In considering cost, look beyond the 

price tag. 

Diversity 

Explore what you might gain from a diverse student body. Think about the geographic, ethnic, racial, 

and religious diversity of the students as a means of learning more about the world. Investigate what 

kinds of student organizations or other groups with ethnic or religious foundations are active and 

visible on campus. 

Retention and Graduation Rates 

One of the best ways to measure a school's quality and the satisfaction of its students is to learn the 

percent of students who return after the first year and the percent of entering students who remain to 

graduate. Comparatively good retention and graduation rates are indicators that responsible academic, 

social, and financial support systems exist for most students. 

 

Find Colleges 

Do an Internet College Search at http://apps.collegeboard.com/search/index.jspo to research two-

year and four-year schools and find the programs that meet your needs. 

Browse colleges at http://www.collegeboard.com/student/csearch/where-to-start/46057.html for A 

to Z college search. 

Browse colleges by state at http://www.collegeboard.com/student/csearch/where-to-

start/46053.html. 
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QUESTIONS TO ASK ADMISSIONS OFFICERS 
 

 

 

General Questions: 

  1.  How many full-time undergraduate students attend the college/university? 

  2.  How diverse is the student body (gender, race, religion, etc.)? 

  3.  Is there a career center on campus?  If so, what services are available and who can use it? 

  4.  In your opinion, is the campus safe?  Is the surrounding area safe? 

  5.  What precautions has the university taken to ensure the safety of the students? 

  6.  Is there a Student Health Services Center & Infirmary on campus? 

 

Academic: 

  1.  What is the average classroom size?  What is the range (smallest &      

       largest class taught)?     

2.  What are considered to be the strongest academic departments/majors/programs? 

  3.  What are the most popular majors? 

  4.  What is the core curriculum for undergraduate students? 

  5.  What kinds of courses are available to freshmen? 

  6.  When do students have to declare a major? 

  7.  Are students allowed to take classes outside their major? 

  8.  How easy is it to do a second major or a minor?  How easy is it to change your major? 

  9.  Do professors or teaching assistants teach classes? 

10.  What is the workload like?  What is the typical amount of homework? 

11.  Can undergraduate students work with professors on research projects?  If so, when? 

12.  Are computers available to students, and if so, how accessible are they? 

13.  Do students need to have their own computers?  If so, what kind? 

14.  Are there study abroad opportunities?  If so, where? 

15.  What is the retention rate from freshman to sophomore year? 

16.  What is the four-year graduate rate? 

17.  What is the main reason that students leave the institution? 

 

Applications & Admissions: 

1. How do I apply for admission (on-line, paper, Common Application, etc.)? 

2. When are applications due (Early Decision, Early Action, Regular Decision)? 

3. What are the admission requirements? 

4. What are the average SAT & ACT scores of students who are admitted? 

5. Do you require SAT II exams?  If so, how many and which ones? 

6. Do you require test scores be sent directly from the test agency or will you accept them from an 

official transcript? 

7. Do you require a portfolio, audition, etc. for admission? 

8. What is your policy on accepting AP credits? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Financing: 

1. Including living expenses, what is the total estimated cost for one year? 

2. What scholarships are available? 

3. How do I apply for merit scholarships? 

4. Do you offer need-blind admission? 

5. How do I apply for financial aid? 

6. Do you meet 100% of demonstrated financial need? 

7. What is taken into consideration when calculating a financial assistance package? 

8. Do you accept outside scholarships? 

9. How do outside scholarships affect financial assistance (loans, grants, work study)? 

 

Extracurricular: 

1. What clubs and organizations exist on campus? 

2. How easy is it to get involved? 

3. How do I get involved on campus? 

4. Do you have ____ student group on campus? (If you are really interested in a particular activity, 

you ask if it‘s available or if you can start it.) 

5. What kind of cultural opportunities are available on campus? 

6. What is there to do on the weekends? 

7. What non-academic opportunities are available in the area around campus (malls, movie theaters, 

etc)?  How do students get there (walk, shuttle, car, cab, etc.)? 

8. Are there churches near campus? (If you are interested in a particular denomination, ask about 

that specifically). 

9. Can students who are not majoring in music, dance, or performing arts still audition for musical 

groups, dance troupes, and theatre productions on campus? 

10. What are the athletic facilities like?  Can any student use the athletic facilities? 

11. Do you offer intramural (IM) sports?  How many students participate?  What sports? 

 

Room & Board: 

1. Are all freshmen required to live on campus? 

2. Is on-campus housing guaranteed for all four years? 

3. What are the differences between the residence halls? 

4. Can students choose their roommate? 

5. How is roommate selection done? 

6. Is there a wide variety of foods to choose from on campus? (Ask about any dietary constraints 

you have.) 

7. Can freshmen have cars on campus?  How expensive are parking permits? 

8. Is it necessary to have a car or is it easy to get around without one?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Accommodating Learning Disabilities/ADHD in a College Setting 
 

It is important to know that there is a great deal of variability in how disability services are organized 

from college to college. Generally, students must take the initiative to receive services. College 

students have control over who knows about their disability and how accommodations are arranged; 

they will also have more responsibility for remembering to make those arrangements. 

Colleges will not ask you about your disability. You may choose to include information about your 

disability with your application. You can do this in an essay, in letters of recommendation, or in a 

separate letter included with your application. Different colleges will have different ways of 

considering this information. Check with the disability services office or the admissions office about 

the procedures at the schools you are interested in. 

What About Admission Standards? 

Once you identify several colleges that you are interested in ask yourself "could I be successful at these 

colleges?" Look at their admissions standards. Do you meet their minimum standards (required 

courses, GPA, SAT, etc.)? If the answer is no, there may be an alternative admissions process at the 

institution that you can ask about. 

If you can picture yourself being successful at a certain college, the next question is how typical your 

profile is for the college? Are you below, right at, or above average for SAT and GPA? If you are at or 

above average, you are in a good candidate. If you are below average, you may want to consider ways 

to strengthen your application. Consider your extra-curricular activities, work experiences, hobbies, 

etc. Another question to ask yourself is "Are there places where the impact of your disability masks 

your true achievement or potential?" 

Disclosing Disability at Admission 

Why disclose your disability? One reason is that your disability has influenced your approach to 

learning, your determination, and many other things in your life. What you have learned about yourself 

and how you have dealt with your disability may say volumes about the kind of person and student you 

are. You may want this information in letters of recommendation, your essay, or as a second letter to 

the Admissions Committee.   

A second reason to disclose is based on the fact that standard admission requirements are not an end in 

themselves. They are measures or indicators of the skills, knowledge and abilities that colleges believe 

students need to be successful. It is possible that there are other ways to demonstrate those skills than 

the typical measures of ACT/SAT, foreign language study etc. 

 

If you are below a minimum standard (or somewhere below average) asking the college to consider 

alternative measures of the same skill may strengthen your profile. Requesting that colleges consider 

additional or alternative information can be a reasonable accommodation. The goal of this kind of 

request is to have the college consider a substitute measure or to weigh additional information into 

balance; not to waive a standard. 

 

 



If you wanted to request this kind of consideration as an accommodation to the admission's process you 

could enclose a letter with your application that includes: 

A. A statement that you have a disability;  

B. Which admission requirement(s) you feel it affects with and how;  

C. What alternative or additional information you would like to have considered; and 

D. Documentation of your disability. 

Some colleges will have a formal process for these kinds of requests while others will not. You should 

check with the disability services office about formal procedures. However, you may submit this kind 

of request even if there is not formal process in place. Once such a request is received, the college will 

consider it. 

DOCUMENTATION 

In order to evaluate requests for accommodation or auxiliary aids a college will need documentation of 

the disability. In general, documentation should consist of an evaluation by an appropriate professional 

that is recent enough to describe the current impact of the disability as it relates to the accommodation 

request. Different colleges will define what specific documentation is required differently. You will 

want to check on the requirements at the colleges you are interested in and discuss any necessary 

updating of your documentation that may be necessary when you are developing your Transition Plan. 

The generic guidelines below are likely to be acceptable by most institutions. 

GENERIC DOCUMENTATION GUIDELINES 

As appropriate to the disability the documentation should include the following six elements: 

1) A diagnostic statement identifying the disability, date of the most current diagnostic evaluation, and 

the date of the original diagnosis. 

2) A description of the diagnostic tests, methods, and/or criteria, used. 

3) A description of the current functional impact of the disability which includes specific test results 

and the examiner's narrative interpretation.  

4) Treatments, medications, or assistive devices/services currently prescribed or in use. 

5) A description of the expected progression or stability of the impact of the disability over time, 

particularly the next five years. 

6) The credentials of the diagnosing professionals if not clear from the letterhead or other forms. 

Beyond the six elements needed for documentation, recommendations that state why you benefit from 

accommodations, adaptive devices, assistive services, compensatory strategies, and/or collateral 

support services are valuable. They can be considered within the context of the student's program. 

[By L. Scott Lissner Director of Academic and Disability Support Services at Longwood College in 

Virginia . http://www.advocacyinstitute.org/projects/choosing_college.shtml 

 

 
 

  

 

 



Questions to Ask during the College Search 

 

Finding the right college is very important for every student. Finding the right match for a student with a 

learning disability is particularly important. It is critical that a student with a learning disability choose a 

postsecondary setting that will help that individual maximize his or her potential. 

It is important to start the college search looking at the same factors that all students consider. Size, 

geographic location, selection of majors, admissions requirements, cost, resources, athletics and social 

activities, are important features of a college experience. Once these things are considered it is time to ask 

the following questions: 

Is there a separate admissions process for LD students?  

 

What documentation is required? Are accommodation determinations based on the high school IEP 

recommendations?  

 

Is there a separate LD program?  

 

Are there selective criteria for admission to the LD program?  

 

Is there a separate fee for enhanced LD services?  

 

How many LD students do you serve?  

 

What is your retention rate for all freshmen? For LD students?  

 

What is your graduation rate for all students? For LD students?  

 

Does your institution offer remedial and/or developmental courses for credit towards graduation?  

 

Does your institution offer substitutions for foreign language or math courses? If so, what documentation is 

required? What is the process?  

 

Do you ever offer waivers? Under what circumstances?  

 

Do you have staff members trained in the area of learning disabilities?  

 

What is the LD counselor/student ratio?  

 

How long does a student wait to get in to see a counselor ( a day, a week..)?  

 

How do you handle emergencies? Are there walk-in hours?  

 

How are testing accommodations handled? If I qualify to take my exams with extended time how much 

time can I have? Where do I take the test? 

 

What if my exam is in the evening and your office is closed? If I need a distraction free space will I always 

get it?  

 

 



What services do you offer? 

 tape recorders  

 alternative forms of testing  

 note taker  

 option to tape lectures  

 extended time on exams  

 reading machines  

 typing services  

 taped textbooks  

 computer availability  

 distraction free space  

 support groups  

 calculator use during exams  

 priority registration  

 study groups  

Do you offer tutoring? If so, is it offered by: 

 LD Specialist  

 Faculty Member  

 Graduate Assistant  

 Peer Tutor  

 Paraprofessional  

Are tutors trained to work with LD students?  

 

Is there a fee for tutoring?  

 

Do you offer career planning? Can graduates use career services?  

 

Does the academic adviser work in tandem with the LD specialist?  

 

Do you offer study skills and/or learning strategies courses? Are they offered for credit?  

 

What is the climate on your campus for LD students?  

 

Do you expect the services that you are telling me about today to ALL be here in the Fall?  

 

Are there regular workshops for faculty members about working with LD students?  

 

How many complaints do you get from students about faculty or staff members in a year? How are they 

handled?  

 

Does your campus have an ADA/504 Compliance Officer?  

 

Have any lawsuits or OCR complaints been filed against your campus?  

 

Is there strong support from the faculty members and administration for this program?  

 

 

 



Please keep in mind that many schools are offering good services in decentralized programs. If a campus 

has an individual in charge of working with LD students, tutoring for all students and individual attention 

from faculty members, it may meet the needs of some students. Not all campuses have LD Programs, 

however, all must have at least mandated services. A student seldom needs fewer services than he or she 

received in high school. Look for a program that addresses the student's needs and help the student to be 

realistic! 

 

[By Lydia S. Block, Ph.D., Director of Block Educational Consulting. 

http://www.advocacyinstitute.org/projects/questions.shtml] 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



College Application and Admission 

 

 
Once you have chosen the schools to which you will apply it is just a matter of following their 

directions.  Please pay careful attention to what is required and the deadlines they specify.  Never 

hesitate to consult your Counselor or to call the school‘s admission office whenever you have 

questions.  We, and they, are here to help you. 

 

 

The following provides information and resources for this portion of the process: 

 

 

 What Colleges Consider 

 

 College Application Requirements 
 

 The College Essay and Personal Statement 
 

 How to Write a College Essay 

 

 Senior Data Sheet 
 

 Developing Your Resume 
 

 Cover Letters 

 

 The College Interview 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 



What Colleges Consider 

 
 Courses taken 

 Academic requirements met 

 Level of rigor of courses taken 

 Courses recommended for intended area of interest 

 The quality of the high school attended  

 Academic rigor of the institution 

 Courses available 

      % of students who attend 4-year colleges and universities 

 Grades received in courses taken 

 Grade trend 

 Cumulative GPA  

 GPA in College Prep Curriculum 

 Class Rank 

 Standardized test scores 

 SAT or ACT 

 SAT II (if required) 

 Extracurricular involvement 

 What have you done outside the classroom 

 Quality & depth of involvement 

 Leadership positions, Honors/Awards, Distinctions 

 Essays or Personal Statements 

 Recommendations 

Essays or Personal Statements 

Recommendations 

 Teacher 

 Counselor 

 Interview 

 Personal 

 On-Campus 

 Alumni 

 Special Talent 

 Athlete 

 Musician 

 Actor 

 Artist 

 Connections to the institution 

 Legacy (parent or grandparent) 

 Sibling of current student or alum 

 Parent employed by the institution 

 Relationship with a major donor of the institution 

 Other connection to the institution 

 

 
 



College Application Requirements  

 
Previously, you had one application option - a handwritten or typed form. Today you can apply online, 

entering your information just once.  Applications vary from college to college, but most require some 

or all of the following parts: 

 

Application Fee 

The average college application fee is around $25. (Some colleges charge up to $60, while others don't 

have an application fee at all.) The fee is usually nonrefundable, even if you're not offered admission. 

Many colleges offer fee waivers for applicants from low-income families. If you need a fee waiver, 

call the college's admission office for more information. 

 

Secondary School Report/High School Transcript Request 

The Secondary School Report (or Counselor Page) is filled out by your Counselor. If it comes with 

your admission materials, give it to your Counselor to complete as early as possible. If you apply 

online print it off and submit it with your transcript request.  Fill out the transcript request form and 

return it to Guidance with $1.00. 

 

Admission Test Scores 

At most colleges, you have to submit SAT, SAT Subject Test, or ACT test scores. Test scores are a 

standard way of measuring a student's ability to do college-level work.  Guidance will send a copy of 

your scores when you request your transcript be sent however, some schools require the scores come 

directly from ACT/SAT so make sure you follow the instructions in this regard. 

 

Letters of Recommendation (use the Student Data Sheet in this section) 

Many private colleges ask you to submit one or more letters of recommendation from a teacher, 

counselor, or other adult who knows you well. The Student Data Sheet is provided in this notebook for 

you to fill out then give to each person you ask to write a letter.  This enables that person to fully cover 

all of your accomplishments.  When asking someone to write such a letter, be sure to do so well before 

the college's deadline.  Read the instruction as to whether or not you have to submit all of the materials 

at the same time.   In this case you or your Counselor would gather and mail them.  If they are to be 

mailed separately you would provide a stamped, addressed envelope to the individual writing the 

recommendation and inform them of the deadline. 

 

Essay (see The College Essay and the Resume and Cover Letter in this section) 

If you're applying to private colleges, your essay often plays a very important role. Whether you're 

writing an autobiographical statement or an essay on a specific theme, take the opportunity to express 

your individuality in a way that sets you apart from other applicants.  Helpful information on how to 

write an essay is provided in this notebook section. 

Interview (see The College Interview in this section) 

This is required or recommended by some colleges. Even if it's not required, it's a good idea to set up 

an interview because it gives you a chance to make a personal connection with someone who will have 

a voice in deciding whether or not you'll be offered admission. If you're too far away for an on-campus 

interview, try to arrange to meet with an alumnus in your community. 



 

Audition/Portfolio 

If you're applying for a program such as music, art, or design, you may have to document prior work 

by auditioning on campus or submitting an audiotape, slides, or some other sample of your work to 

demonstrate your ability. 

 

The Sum of the Parts 

Your entire application should create a consistent portrait of who you are and what you'll bring 

to the college.  If all the parts of your application are filled out honestly and carefully, with an 

attention to your conviction that each school is a good match for you, you will come across in the best 

light possible.    

[Modified from:  http://www.collegeboard.com/student/apply/the-application/115.html] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The College Essay and Personal Statement 
 

 
These tips will help you write a winning essay! 
 

 Answer the question. 

 

 Choose an appropriate topic and know your audience. 

 

 Choose something ―real‖ to write about, something about which you feel strongly and know well.  Be 

yourself.  Write what you feel, not what you think colleges want to read. 

 

 The essay is your ―voice‖ in the application.  It is your chance for the reader to get to know you and 

gain insight into your personality, values, goals, and character. 

 

 Reveal something in the essay or statement that cannot be found anywhere else in the application. 

 

 What makes you special may not, in your eyes, seem profound, but will be meaningful and authentic to 

the reader. 

 

 If focusing on another person and their life, make sure that you indicate in detail and in a reflective way 

how that person has influenced your life. 

 

 If you choose to focus on a past life event, make sure it has relevance to who you are now.  Make the 

connection for your reader s to how and why this past event may have been a turning point for your. 
 

 Show, rather than tell.  Give examples and illustrate your topic. 

 

 Write in your own voice and use your own style. 

 

 Be concise and to the point.  Say what you need to say to get your point across. 

 

 Abide by the word limit. 

 

 Type your essay or personal statement 

 

 Captivate your audience.  The first few sentences are critical because they must engage the reader.   

 

 Have someone proofread your essay or personal statement (spelling, grammar, sentence structure, and 

content are important!) 

 

 Plan on spending several weeks or even months brainstorming topics and polishing your essay.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



How to Write a College Essay 

Presented by Mary Comfort Stevens, Vanderbilt 
 

 
Schools consider your transcript first, then the level of your courses.  How far have you gone in the disciplines?  

For example, have you taken a 3
rd

 or 4
th
 year of a language?   

Teacher and counselor recommendations will show how your mind works, illuminate your transcript, and tell 
the admissions counselors something about you that reveals who you really are.  Selective schools read every 

letter of recommendation! 

 
Vanderbilt looks at your essay to demonstrate that you have done enough research and have thought enough 

about yourself that you‘re a match for Vandy.  The essay is the lens or filter into what makes you tick.  Special 

schools will design applications that appeal to a certain type of student. 
 

Frame your essay 

 Jot down ideas 

 Jot down first lines 

 Make a list of application questions that schools ask you.  Examine those questions and look at overlaps 

so that you can write one essay rather than five. 

 Be sure you address the issues posed by the college 

 Go to the common application and try to see if you can use any of those topics. 

Writing a reflective essay about yourself may be difficult if you haven‘t done this.   
Anytime a visitor from a college comes to your school, go to the event and meet that representative, 

then you will have a face to whom you can write your essay. 

 Don‘t force your essay to work for all applications 

 Keep a journal 

 
Refine your criteria for the colleges 

 Exactly, what do you want in a college 

 

Visit to get a sense of yourself at that place 
 

Write a draft 

 Lift yourself off the paper and be audible 

 Listen to their reactions to the personal reflections 

 Admissions is looking at the control of the English language 

 Substance is the point---the topic is not the issue 

 

A selective school uses a subjective process such as the essay (which counts the most if you are on the cusp), the 
transcript, and the recommendation. 

 

Counselors should write a recommendation for the student, not for the college. (Not why the student is 
interested, but what personable traits and character that the student possesses. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



Senior Data Sheet 
 

Name: ______________________________ ____________________ __________________ 

                 (Last)            (First)    (Middle) 
 

List your top 3 college choices: 
 

__________________ __________________ __________________ 
 
Many of you are interested in applying to universities and for scholarships that will require letters 
of recommendation. This form is required for any recommendation you ask of your teachers or 

counselor. It will be placed in your cumulative folder and used for background information and 
future recommendations. Please take the time to fill it out thoughtfully and completely, so 
that your counselor or teacher can refer to it when writing a letter of recommendation.  

 

 
Use the space below to provide a brief description of yourself. You may want to highlight your 
personal qualities and abilities or use this opportunity to reveal something meaningful about 
yourself. 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Membership in School Activities 
List Activity and Circle Year(s) of Participation                      List Leadership position (individual year) 
 

________________________________9  10  11  12________________________(   )  
________________________________9  10  11  12________________________(   )  
________________________________9  10  11  12________________________(   )  
________________________________9  10  11  12________________________(   )  
________________________________9  10  11  12________________________(   )  

 

Non-school activities (community, church, civic, employment, etc.) 
List Activity and Circle Year(s) of Participation                          List Leadership position (individual year) 

 
________________________________9  10  11  12________________________(   )  
________________________________9  10  11  12________________________(   )  
________________________________9  10  11  12________________________(   )  
________________________________9  10  11  12________________________(   )  

________________________________9  10  11  12________________________(   )  
________________________________9  10  11  12________________________(   )  
________________________________9  10  11  12________________________(   )  
________________________________9  10  11  12________________________(   )  
________________________________9  10  11  12________________________(   )  
________________________________9  10  11  12________________________(   )  

 



Recognition  
List all honors/awards you have received: 
 

___________________________________________________________9 10 11 12 
___________________________________________________________9 10 11 12 
___________________________________________________________9 10 11 12 

___________________________________________________________9 10 11 12 
___________________________________________________________9 10 11 12 
___________________________________________________________9 10 11 12 
___________________________________________________________9 10 11 12 
___________________________________________________________9 10 11 12 

 

Sports  

List Sport and Circle Year(s) of Participation                                List Leadership position (individual year) 

________________________________9  10  11  12________________________(   )  
________________________________9  10  11  12________________________(   )  
________________________________9  10  11  12________________________(   )  
________________________________9  10  11  12________________________(   )  
________________________________9  10  11  12________________________(   )  
________________________________9  10  11  12________________________(   )  
________________________________9  10  11  12________________________(   )  
________________________________9  10  11  12________________________(   )  
________________________________9  10  11  12________________________(   )  
________________________________9  10  11  12________________________(   )  

 

What high school courses have you enjoyed the most and why? 
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Have outside circumstances interfered with your academic 

performance? If so, how? 
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why do you want to go to college? What do you expect to gain from 

college? 

_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

What do you see yourself doing 10 years from now? 
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 



What college majors are you considering?   
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

What do you consider your strengths?  
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

What do you consider your weaknesses?  
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Teacher recommendations: (List at lease two teachers who know you well and can be used as a 

reference) 

Teacher Name:          Subject Area: 
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 



DEVELOPING YOUR RESUME 

 

The first impression you make with a potential employer/educational institution is usually on paper 

through your resume. 

If you want them to see you for the organized, intelligent, hard-working person you are, you need to 

make that clear on paper. Here are some tips for preparing a resume: 

 Keep it short — one page, if possible.  

 Be neat; print your resume on a quality desktop printer.  

 Be honest about your skills and experience.  

 Be concise and use action words and phrases when describing your experience.  

 Ask someone you trust to check over your resume before submitting it.  

 

Be sure to include your name, address, phone number, education, and work experience. You may also 

want to include your job/school objective (which states what type of position you are, or will be, 

seeking), awards and honors you've received, and contact information for three references. 

If employment seeking, we recommend that you include a cover letter with every job application that 

states why your qualifications fit the position and why you want to work with the company. Follow-up 

by phone or email a few days after the employer has your resume to make sure everything is in order. 

Some positions also require job seekers to complete application forms. Be sure to meet the application 

requirements for the job you are seeking. 

 

[modified from: http://www.adventuresineducation.org/HighSchool/hs_resume.cfm] 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.adventuresineducation.org/HighSchool/hs_coverletter.cfm
http://www.adventuresineducation.org/HighSchool/hs_resume.cfm


Street Number and Name 
City, State and Zip Code 
Phone Number 

Your  Name 

Objective What do you want to do? 

Experience List experience (school,volunteer, and paid)/activities in 
chronological order including dates in which you have participated 

such as Girl Scouts, sports teams, church groups, etc. 

Accomplishments List one or more things that you have done or a special skill you may 
have.  List Chronologically and include dates.   

 

Relevant High School 
Coursework 

 

 

List relevant courses completed (may include Honors or AP)  

 

Interests or Hobbies     
(optional)                                                           

 

List any interests or hobbies you feel are relevant to the position or 
institution. 

  

References Name 
Street 

City, State and Zip Code 
Phone Number 

Name 
Address 

City, State and Zip Code 
Phone Number 

Name 
Address 

City, State and Zip Code 
Phone Number[From:  

 

[modified from:http://www.collierschools.com/nhs/lmc/resume.doc] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COVER LETTERS 

 

Now that you have developed a resume, you need to create a cover letter. A cover letter should 

accompany your application every time you apply for a job or an internship. It serves as a formal 

introduction and should briefly reflect why you are qualified for a position. A cover letter also does the 

following: 

 Gives an employer a snapshot of your personality.  

 Signals that you pay attention to details.  

 Conveys professionalism.  

 Demonstrates immediately your written communication skills.  

 Gives you an opportunity to highlight your skill sets and experience.  

 

Getting Started on Your Cover Letter: Things to Think About 

 Why are you applying for this position? What are your objectives?  

 What are your reasons for wanting to work for the employer?  

 What are your skill sets and how do they fit into the position you are applying for as well as 

the vision and mission of the employer?  

 

 Cover Letter Guidelines 

 Keep it short, usually one page.  

 Ask a reliable source to read and edit your cover letter before you send it.  

 Customize your letter as much as possible by acknowledging the reader and the employer.  

 Focus on what you can offer the employer.  

 Express your career aspirations and goals.  

 Establish what makes you different from other candidates. Recruiters get a lot of cover 

letters and resumes, so make yours stand out.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The College Interview 
 

 

 

Research Each College/University: 

 

 Does the school offer on-campus interviews? 

 If so, when are they available? 

 Do you need to apply before an interview will be scheduled? 

 Is an interview required or recommended? 

 How far in advance does the interview need to be scheduled? 

 Will the interview be one-on-one or in a group? 

 Will the interview be with an Admissions Counselor, student, intern, or alum? 

 Is the interview informative or evaluative? 

 What role does the interview play in the application review process? 

 Is the interview formal or casual? (Ask what to wear) 

 Should you bring information to the interview (resume, transcript, test scores, portfolio, etc.)? 

 Approximately how long will the interview last? 

 Does the school offer regional alumni interviews?  If so, how is one scheduled? 

 

 

Tips: 

 

 Gather general information from the school from websites, brochures, etc. 

 Dress appropriately 

 No gum, candy, food, or drink during the interview. 

 Be yourself (relax and be natural) 

 Good eye contact and body language is important. 

 Be prepared to talk about yourself (your interests: academic and extracurricular, your talents 

and hobbies, what you are looking for in a school etc.) 

 Don‘t have rehearsed answers, it should be conversational. 

 If you don‘t know the answer to a question it is better to say you are not sure rather than make 

something up. 

 If you don‘t understand what the interviewer is asking ask for clarification. 

 Have a few questions in mind you can ask (it‘s fine to write them down and refer to a list). 

 

 

Questions You Can Ask: 

 

 Typically, how large are the classes?  What is the size of the smallest class on campus? 

 How accessible is the faculty? 

 How competitive are the students academically? 

 Do students have a good balance between academics and extracurricular activities? 

 Will I have time to play a sport and keep up with my academics? 

 Do most students stay on campus during the weekends? 

 What is the social life like on campus? 

 What do students do for fun on the weekends? 

 Is there Greek Life on campus?  If so, how are the fraternities and sororities perceived on 

campus? 



 Is the campus safe?  Is the area around the campus safe? 

 What is there to do in the area surrounding the campus? 

 Will I have access to career planning and career placement resources? 

 Are there internships opportunities available to students? 

 What is the job placement rate for graduating students? 

 What study abroad opportunities are available? 

 What sets this school apart from other schools?  Why do students choose to attend this school? 

 What is the relationship between the school and the surrounding community? 

 

 

Questions You Might Be Asked: 

 

 Is this your first interview? 

 How is your high school career going so far? 

 Why do you want to go to college? 

 What have you done to prepare for college? 

 What are you looking forward to most about college? 

 What do you want to get out of your college experience? 

 What are you looking for in a school?  What factors are most important to you? 

 What do you hope to major in and why? 

 What contributions will you make to your school during your four years there? 

 Is this your first time on campus? 

 How did you learn about our school? 

 Have you been to this city or area before? 

 What are your impressions of this school and the area? 

 How have you spent your summer? 

 What are your plans for this summer? 

 How do you spend your time outside of school (extracurricular activities, hobbies, volunteer 

activities, job, etc.)? 

 Have you had the opportunity to travel?  What is your favorite place and why? 

 Do you want to study abroad during college? 

 Do you speak any languages other than English? 

 Why do you want to attend our school? 

 What is your greatest personal strength?  What is your weakness? 

 What about yourself would you like to change or improve? 

 If I were talking to your best friend how would he/she describe you? 

 How would your teachers describe you? 

 How do you handle stress/frustration/failure? 

 What event or person has had the greatest impact on you thus far? 

 What has been your best or most enjoyable experience in high school?  Elaborate. 

 What do you want to do in the future? 

 Tell me about yourself (try to focus on three things). 

 Tell me about your interests (this could be academic career or extracurricular). 

 Tell me about your family. 

 What do you think about _______ (insert a recent current event). 

 What is your favorite book or movie? 

 What was the last book you read for fun? 

 Who is your favorite author? 

 Which of your accomplishments are you most proud of? 



 If you could meet any important figure in the past or present, who would you want to meet and 

what would you talk about? 

 If you could be any plant/animal/vegetable what would it be and why? 

 What kinds of self growth would you like to see in yourself in the next four years?  Elaborate. 

 If I visited your high school, what might I find as your role in the community? 

 What have you liked or disliked about your high school? 

 If you could improve something about your high school, what would it be and why? 

 What makes you think that this is the right college for you? 

 To what other colleges are you applying? 

 How do you spend a typical afternoon/evening/weekend? 

 If you had an extra hour in the day, what would you do? 

 What are your future educational plans and goals? 

 Where do you see yourself ten years from now? 

 If you could take a year off after high school and do anything, what would you do and why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The BHS Student Athlete  
      

 

This section provides information useful to the high school student athlete.  It is meant to be used as a 

resource for the student not as a replacement for their most valuable resource in this area:  the Coach.  

Additionally, it is crucial to keep your Counselor informed of your questions, plans, and status as they 

are also a resource for the student in this area.  

  

It is important to understand that class selections, GPA, and ACT/SAT scores are factors taken into 

consideration by Colleges/Universities when recruiting or selecting athletes.  Eligibility must be 

determined and the student is required to register with the NCAA Clearinghouse (usually the end of 

their junior year) in order that this may be established.    

 

 

The following information will hopefully provide a clear picture of the requirements and process: 

 

 

 NCAA Freshman – Eligibility Standards Quick Reference Sheet 

 

 Registering for the NCAA Clearinghouse 

 

 Playing the NCAA Game:  Rules for Recruitment by Elisa Kronish 

 

 Questions for Student Athletes by Elisha Kronish and Kay Peterson PhD 

 

 College Athletic Scholarships by Roxana Hadad 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NCAA FRESHMAN-ELIGIBILITY STANDARDS 
QUICK REFERENCE SHEET 
 
 

KNOW THE RULES:  
Core Courses  

 
 NCAA Division I requires 16 core courses as of August 1, 2008. This rule applies to any student first entering 

any Division I college or university on or after August 1, 2008. See the chart below for the breakdown of this 16 
core-course requirement.  

 
 

 NCAA Division II requires 14 core courses. See the breakdown of core-course requirements below. Please note, 
Division II will require 16 core courses beginning August 1, 2013.  

 

Test Scores  
 

 Division I has a sliding scale for test score and grade-point average. The sliding scale for those requirements is 
shown on page two of this sheet.  

 
 

 Division II has a minimum SAT score requirement of 820 or an ACT sum score of 68.  
 
 

 The SAT score used for NCAA purposes includes only the critical reading and math sections. The writing section of 
the SAT is not used.  

 
 

 The ACT score used for NCAA purposes is a sum of the four sections on the ACT: English, mathematics, reading 
and science.  

 
 All SAT and ACT scores must be reported directly to the NCAA Eligibility Center by the testing agency. Test 

scores that appear on transcripts will not be used. When registering for the SAT or ACT, use the Eligibility 
Center code of 9999 to make sure the score is reported to the Eligibility Center.  

 
 
 

Grade-Point Average  

 
 Only core courses are used in the calculation of the grade-point average.  

 
 

 Be sure to look at your high schoolôs list of NCAA-approved core courses on the Eligibility Center's Web site to 
make certain that courses being taken have been approved as core courses. The Web site is 
www.ncaaclearinghouse.net.  

 
 

 Division I grade-point-average requirements are listed on page two of this sheet.  
 
 

 The Division II grade-point-average requirement is a minimum of 2.000.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DIVISION I 
16 Core-Course Rule 

 
16 Core Courses:  
4 years of English.  
3 years of mathematics (Algebra I or higher).  
2 years of natural/physical science (1 year of 
lab if offered by high school).  
1 year of additional English, mathematics or 
natural/physical science.  
2 years of social science.  
4 years of additional courses (from any area 
above, foreign language or nondoctrinal 
religion/philosophy).  

DIVISION II 
14 Core-Course Rule 

 
14 Core Courses:  
3 years of English.  
2 years of mathematics (Algebra I or higher).  
2 years of natural/physical science (1 year of 
lab if offered by high school).  
2 years of additional English, mathematics or 
natural/physical science.  
2 years of social science.  
3 years of additional courses (from any area 
above, foreign language or nondoctrinal 
religion/philosophy).  



PLEASE NOTE: Beginning August 1, 2013, students planning to attend an NCAA Division II institution will be required to complete  

16 core courses. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NCAA Eligibility Center 
08/28/07 LM:cvs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NCAA DIVISION I SLIDING SCALE 
CORE GRADE-POINT AVERAGE/ 

TEST-SCORE 
New Core GPA / Test Score Index 

Core GPA   SAT   ACT 
         Verbal and Math ONLY 

3.550 & above   400   37 

3.525    410   38 
3.500    420   39 
3.475    430   40 

3.450    440   41 
3.425    450   41 
3.400    460   42 

3.375    470   42 
3.350    480   43 
3.325    490   44 

3.300   500   44 
3.275    510   45 
3.250    520   46 

3.225    530   46 
3.200    540   47 
3.175    550   47 

3.150    560   48 
3.125   570   49 
3.100    580   49 

3.075    590   50 
3.050   600   50 
3.025    610   51 

3.000    620   52 
2.975    630   52 
2.950    640   53 

2.925    650   53 
2.900    660   54 
2.875    670   55 

2.850    680   56 
2.825    690   56 
2.800    700   57 

2.775    710   58 
2.750    720   59 
2.725    730   59 
2.700    730   60 

2.675    740-750   61 
2.650    760   62 
2.625    770   63 

2.600    780   64 
2.575    790   65 
2.550    800   66 

2.525   810   67 
2.500    820   68 
2.475    830   69 

2.450    840-850   70 
2.425    860   70 
2.400    860   71 

2.375    870   72 
2.350    880   73 
2.325    890   74 

2.300    900   75 
2.275    910   76 
2.250    920   77 

2.225    930   78 
2.200    940   79 
2.175    950   80 

2.150    960   80 
2.125    960   81 
2.100    970   82 

2.075    980   83 
2.050    990   84 
2.025    1000   85 

2.000    1010   86 

 

OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 

 Division II has no sliding scale. The 
minimum core grade-point average is 
2.000. The minimum SAT score is 820 
(verbal and math sections only) and the 
minimum ACT sum score is 68.  

 
 

 14 core courses are currently required for 
Division II. However, beginning 2013, 
students will be required to complete 16 
core courses.  

 
 

 16 core courses are required for Division I.  
 
 

 The SAT combined score is based on the 
verbal and math sections only. The writing 
section will not be used.  

 
 

 SAT and ACT scores must be reported 
directly to the Eligibility Center from the 
testing agency. Scores on transcripts will 
not be used.  

 
 

 Students enrolling at an NCAA Division I or 
II institution for the first time need to also 
complete the amateurism questionnaire 
through the Eligibility Center Web site. 
Students need to request final amateurism 
certification prior to enrollment.  

 

For more information regarding the rules, please 
go to www.ncaa.org. Click on ñAcademics and 
Athletesò then ñEligibility and Recruiting.ò Or visit 
the Eligibility Center Web site at 
www.ncaaclearinghouse.net.  
 
Please call the NCAA Eligibility Center if you 
have questions:  
 
Toll-free number: 877/262-1492. 

http://www.ncaaclearinghouse.net/


REGISTERING FOR THE NCAA CLEARNING HOUSE 

 
     The Clearinghouse evaluates the eligibility of freshman student athletes to play at Division I or II schools.  

Students must register and should do so after their junior year.  Always consult your Coach for their help and 
advice. 
 

Step 1: 

 

TO REGISTER GO TO: 

www.ncaaclearinghouse.net/ 
You will see on this page: 
Welcome to the NCAA Clearinghouse website.  This site will provide you with the information about initial-

eligibility at a Division I and II member colleges and universities. 

 
The Clearinghouse serves three main constituent groups:  prospective student-athletes, high school 

administrators, NCAA member institutions.  Some of the pages access from this site requires pre-registration or 

PIN-protected information.  Browse the General Information section, or if you would like more specific 

information regarding one of our constituent groups, click the appropriate area below. 

 

Step 2: 
 Prospective Student Athletes    (click on this one) 

 High School Administration 

 Member Institutions 

 General Information (including eligibility rules). 

 

[YOU WILL SEE THIS ON THE PAGE]  Welcome to the Student Information Page 

 
As a prospective student-athlete at a Division I or II institution, you have certain responsibilities to attend to 

before you may participate.  Information concerning who needs to register with the Clearinghouse and what 

documents should be submitted can be found in The Guide for College-Bound Student Athletes (see General 
Information Menu). 

IMPORTANT !  New Eligibility Rules !  Click here to read about the changes 

 

Step 3:   
 

(Click on this one) Domestic Student Release Form:-For students graduating   from a U.S. high School.   If you 
would like to register with the Clearinghouse and you will or have graduate(d) from a high school in the U.S., or 

from an American school abroad, fill out the Domestic Student Release Form  (The Clearinghouse only 

performs certifications for students currently in their senior year or already graduated from high school.) 

 
FILL OUT THE REGISTRATION FORM, INCLUDE FEES, ELECTRONIC SIGNATURES.  SEND 

 

Step 4: 

 

Request transcript from Guidance be sent to the NCAA Clearinghouse 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ncaaclearinghouse.net/


Playing the NCAA Game: Rules for Recruitment 

Elisa Kronish 

 

Just like the rules and regulations of any sport, the NCAA rules can be confusing. Check out the 

college recruiting game.  

The Recruitment Process  

So how do you become what the NCAA calls a "recruited prospective student-athlete"? You must be 

approached by a college coach or representative about participating in that college's athletic program. 

NCAA guidelines specify how and when you can be contacted. Letters, telephone calls and in-person 

conversations are limited to certain frequency and dates during and after junior year.  

The NCAA also determines when you can be contacted by dividing the year into four recruiting and 

non-recruiting periods:  

 During a contact period, recruiters may make in-person, on- or off-campus contacts and 

evaluations. Coaches can also write and/or phone you during this period.  

 During an evaluation period, they can only assess academic qualifications and playing abilities; 

no in-person, off-campus recruiting contacts are permitted. Although letters and phone calls are 

permitted.  

 During a quiet period, they may make in-person recruiting contacts only on the college campus. 

Off-campus, recruiters are limited to phone calls and letter-writing.  

 During a dead period, they cannot make in-person recruiting contacts or evaluations on- or off-

campus or permit official or unofficial visits. However, phone calls and letters are permitted.  

During recruitment, a college coach may ask you to sign a National Letter of Intent (NLI). This 

document says that you will attend a certain college for at least one year, and it includes a financial aid 

package. Depending on the sport, there is an early signing period in winter and a late period during 

spring and summer.  

After signing an NLI, you're bound to that college - with penalties if you don't follow through. No 

other college that's a part of the NLI program can try to recruit you. So if you're not sure which school 

you'd like to attend or what sport you'd like to play, avoid signing an NLI. As an alternative, you may 

ask for just a financial aid agreement. And be on guard: Only your signature is binding. A coach's 

verbal promise to offer an NLI or your verbal promise to sign one is not.  

Requirements and Restrictions  

Keep Your Grades Up 

No matter how well you keep an eye on the ball, you still need to keep an eye on the books. To be 

eligible to participate, you must register and be certified by the NCAA Initial Eligibility 

Clearinghouse. Eligibility decisions are based on academic criteria like grade-point averages for core-

curriculum courses and scores on the ACT or SAT. The best time to register with the Clearinghouse is 

after your junior year, but before senior year. That way, you'll know if you're missing any core-

curriculum courses. You can get registration materials from your college counselor or by calling the 

Clearinghouse at 877-262-1492.  

 

http://www.ncaaclearinghouse.net/
http://www.ncaaclearinghouse.net/


Skip Some All-Star Games 

Who thought being an all-star could jeopardize your NCAA recruitment? Well, it might - if you play 

football or basketball. According to NCAA rules, high school athletes in these sports can participate in 

only two all-star contests in each sport between the end of the senior-year sports season and high 

school-graduation. The reason is the NCAA wants high school seniors to focus on finishing their high 

school requirements. After graduation, there is no limit.  

Don't Show Me the Money 

Ready for the big league? Don't go pro just yet. Play pro sports and you'll lose your eligibility to join a 

college sports team. The NCAA has specific definitions of "professionalism," which include:  

 receiving any kind of payment or promise of payment for playing in an athletic contest;  

 agreeing to a written or verbal contract with an agent or professional sports organization;  

 putting your name on a draft list;  

 receiving educational expenses from an agent, sports team or college representative to attend a 

high school or prep college;  

 receiving gifts because of athletic abilities or reputation;  

 using your athletic skills for pay in any way (TV commercials, for example);  

 playing on a professional team; or  

 participating on an amateur sports team in exchange for any kind of payment.  

Although you can speak with an agent, you'll jeopardize your eligibility if you agree (verbally or in 

writing) to be represented while in high school or college - even if the agreement concerns post-college 

athletics.  

Limits on Visits 

There are two types of college-campus visits that can help you decide where you'd like to attend: 

official and unofficial. An official visit is paid for by the college. You pay all expenses for an 

unofficial visit.  

Special rules apply for your official visits:  

 Official visits are allowed after the first day of your senior year of high school and only at the 

written request of a college (Division I men's basketball can begin January 1 of junior year in 

high school).  

 Before the visit, you must send the college your high school transcript and proof that you've 

taken the SAT or ACT (or that you've taken the PSAT or PACT).  

 You're allowed only one expense-paid trip to any one school, and five paid visits total.  

 The visit cannot exceed 48 hours and cannot include special seating at a college sports event.  

 Your student host will be allotted $30 to cover the cost of entertaining you and your family; 

this money cannot be spent on college souvenirs, like sweatshirts.  

If this all seems complicated, keep in mind that the rules are for your benefit. They protect students 

from undue pressure from recruiters and ensure a level playing field for all student-athletes. For more 

detailed information, contact the NCAA at 317-917-6222 or visit their Web site.  

 [From: http://www.fastweb.com/fastweb/resources/articles/index/101262] 

 

 

 

http://www.ncaa.org/


 
Questions for Student Athletes 

Elisa Kronish and Kay Peterson, Ph.D 

You're at the top of your game and schools are clamoring to recruit you to play on their teams. Before 

you sign on the dotted line, ask these questions to make sure you're picking the right athletic program 

for you!  

1. Does the school offer the academic program that interests me?  

2. What are the academic performance requirements to remain a student athlete?  

3. What is the level of academics? Is it too demanding? Is it too easy, and therefore not 

challenging?  

4. What importance does the coaching staff place on academic success?  

5. What is the graduation rate among athletes here? And how does it compare to the graduation 

rate of the general student body?  

6. What kind of career preparation services does the school offer?  

7. Does the school offer tutoring or other academic help services? Are any geared specifically 

toward student athletes?  

8. What kinds of athletic scholarships are available? Are they renewable?  

9. What are the conditions for maintaining my funding?  

10. What happens if I'm injured and unable to participate in my sport?  

11. What is the level of athletic competition?  

12. What's the reputation of this program? Have there been NCAA violations?  

13. How much time per week is required for practice?  

14. What sort of rehabilitation program is available if I am injured?  

15. How much traveling is involved? What is the policy for making up missed classes?  

16. Are there special room and board arrangements for athletes?  

17. If I am unable to play in my desired sport for any reason (including a coaching change), would 

I still want to attend this college?  

Be sure to check with coaches, administrators and current student athletes to get the answers you need. 

Then make your decision.  

 

[From:  http://www.fastweb.com/fastweb/resources/articles/index/102302?id=] 
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College Athletic Scholarships 

Roxana Hadad 

How would you like to play your favorite sport on a college team and get financial assistance for it? 

You can! According to the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) about $1 billion worth of 

scholarships are awarded to around 126,000 student-athletes every year. Getting an athletic scholarship 

is challenging, but you can make it easier on yourself by learning the facts and making a game plan.  

Myths and Facts of College Athletics  

Maybe you're not Michael Jordan. Still, don't give up until you know the facts about getting and 

keeping an athletic scholarship.  

 Some people think that in order to get an athletic scholarship for college, you have to be an all-

star athlete in a major sport like football, basketball or baseball. But actually, there are 

scholarships for athletes who are good (not necessarily superstars) and who play sports like 

lacrosse, badminton, rowing, archery and volleyball. To make it happen, you need to plan 

ahead, research your options and pursue those scholarship dollars.  

 Getting an athletic scholarship doesn't mean you'll cruise until you graduate. Athletic 

scholarships are awarded for one academic year at a time. While there are no guaranteed four-

year athletic scholarships in NCAA Division I or II, one-year scholarships can be renewed 

annually for a maximum of five years within a six-year period.  

 Don't think that if you're good enough to play in college, the colleges will contact you. There 

are 568,500 high school seniors playing football, men's basketball and women's basketball. 

Across those three sports there are roughly 24,800 positions available for college freshmen. So 

if you want to be eligible for an athletic scholarship, you have to show recruiters that you're the 

player they've been looking for.  

Marketing Yourself  

Someday, you may make your fortune as a sports superstar selling soft drinks and shoes. But for now, 

you need to concentrate on selling yourself to college recruiters. Here are some tips to help you 

promote yourself:  

 Start early. Begin thinking about your collegiate athletic/academic plans in your sophomore 

year.  

 Maintain good grades. You won't be playing at a college unless you have the minimum 

requirements to attend.  

 Collect news articles and videotapes that demonstrate your athletic performance.  

 Talk to your high school coach about which athletic programs fit your qualifications.  

 Select the schools that are right for you, taking into consideration the quality and admission 

requirements of the athletic and academic programs.  

 Find the name of the coach of your sport at each college you are considering. Write letters 

stating your interest in their programs and your academic and athletic goals and achievements. 

Include statistics, records, honors, clippings and videotape, if applicable, and let them know 

you require financial aid.  

 Apply. College coaches will take more of an interest in you once they see you are serious about 

coming to their school.  

 Keep in contact with the coach by inquiring about the status of your application and by visiting 

the school.  



Get Connected  

Most collegiate athletic programs belong to an association. Each association has different regulations 

regarding eligibility and financial aid, so become familiar with the specific rules—you don't want to 

ruin your chances on a technicality. Consult these Web sites for more information:  

 National Collegiate Athletic Association - http://www.ncaa.org/wps/portal 

 National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics - http://naia.cstv.com/ 

 National Junior College Athletic Association - http://www.njcaa.org/ 

If the school you are interested in is part of the NCAA, familiarize yourself with its particular division; 

there are different regulations for each division.  

Like any sport, getting an athletic scholarship means playing by the rules and working hard. Keep this 

in mind and you might just win the athletic scholarship game!  

[From:  http://www.fastweb.com/fastweb/resources/articles/index/100241?id=] 
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Scholarships and Financial Aid 
 

One of the best sources of scholarship and financial aid information is the Financial Aid and 

Scholarship Office at the college to which you are applying. Be sure to visit each college’s website 

and follow that individual school’s instructions regarding required forms and deadlines.   

Other helpful information on scholarships and financial aid can be found at  www.fastweb.com, 

www.act.org  and www.collegeboard.com.  Scholarships vary greatly by qualifications and deadlines.  

 

You will be required to complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) to receive 

most financial aid assistance.  Do this as soon as possible after January 1
st
 of your senior year.  You 

will need your parents to provide their tax information to complete the form.  You may pick up a hard 

copy of the FAFSA in the Guidance Office or complete it online at http://www.fafsa.ed.gov.  It is 

recommended that you complete the FAFSA online, if possible, as it will give you feedback more 

quickly and will catch possible errors as you work. 

 

Explanation of Eligibility for HOPE Scholarship  
(Tennessee Education Lottery Scholarship Programs) 

 

 

Searching for scholarships is a process that requires a dedicated effort.  The ability to organize, 

prioritize, and follow directions exactly is important.  While searching for scholarships, be careful of 

scholarship scams. These scholarship companies are sometimes difficult to spot and charge fees for 

their services. To protect yourself, read the valuable information at 

http://www.finaid.org/scholarships/scams.phtml  

 

There are several avenues for scholarship searches.  Investigate each of them.  

 

 We recommend that you bookmark the BHS Scholarship site and visit weekly for any newly 

posted scholarships; see link below: 

 

Available Scholarships at BHS website 

Printer-Friendly Copy of All Available Scholarships 
Printer-Friendly Copy of Most Recently Added Scholarships 

 

 Many colleges offer scholarships as well as departments within the college/university.  Some 

schools offer guaranteed scholarships for meeting specific criteria (ex. G.P.A and/or test 

scores) in addition to offering competitive scholarships.  These scholarships may be renewable 

under a variety of terms such as maintaining a certain GPA, pursuing an identified major, etc.  

These awards are used to develop a financial aid package for an applicant who has been 

offered admission.  Search the website of your choice schools for these opportunities. You 

may also call the college‘s financial aid office for information or clarification. 

 

 

 Private organizations have scholarship money.  Organizations such as The Rotary Club, The 

Chamber of Commerce, and the DAR, to name a few, have money to provide for a student‘s 

education.  The Guidance Office posts information on the scholarship website weekly.   

 

 In addition, the following websites are good scholarship search tools: 

http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.act.org/
http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.wcs.edu/bhs/counselingcenter/Grad%20Requirements/Uniform_Grading_Policy_Letter_to_Parents.pdf
http://www.finaid.org/scholarships/scams.phtml
http://www.wcs.edu/bhs/counselingcenter/shcolarships/All_Scholarships_2008_2009.pdf
http://www.wcs.edu/bhs/counselingcenter/shcolarships/All_Scholarships_2008_2009.pdf
http://www.wcs.edu/bhs/counselingcenter/shcolarships/Recently_Added_Scholarships.pdf


www.collegenet.com/mach25 Database contains over 600,000 awards totaling over 1.6 billion  

www.collegeboard.com Scholarship search and financial planning resource. Go to ―For Students,‖ 

then ―Pay for College‖ to find the scholarship search.  

http://www.finaid.org/ Aid estimator and scholarship search 

www.fastweb.com Database of private-sector scholarships, grants, and loans  

www.wiredscholar.com Database including thousands of private scholarships, grants, and 

fellowships  

www.embark.com/ Choice of majors, careers, links to colleges, scholarship search   

www.fastaid.com Largest and oldest private sector scholarship database  

www.collegescholarships.com A list of scholarships from around the country  

www.coca-colascholars.org Scholarships sponsored by the Coca-Cola Company  

www.gmsp.org The Gates Millennium Scholars Program  

www.uncf.org Financial aid from the United Negro College Fund  

http://www.collegefund.org Provides useful information on tribal colleges and scholarship 

opportunities for Native American students. 

http://www.finaid.org/otheraid/natamind.phtml  Provides financial aid information for Native 

American students.  

http://hispanicfund.org Provides useful information on scholarship opportunities for Hispanic 

students. 

http://www.aauw.org/fga/fellowships_grants/index.cfm 
One of the world's largest sources of funding exclusively for graduate women, the Foundation 

supports aspiring scholars around the globe, teachers and activists in local communities, women at 

critical stages of their careers, and those pursuing professions where women are underrepresented. 

http://www.societyofwomenengineers.org/scholarships/brochure.aspx Society of Women 

Engineers:  National SWE Scholarships Available for Freshmen, Sophomore, Juniors and Seniors, 

Graduate Students and Reentry Students. 

 If your parent is a Tennessee teacher, you are eligible for ¼ off of tuition if you attend a 

Tennessee school.  Have your parent ask their Principal for the form. 

 The Tennessee Education Lottery Scholarship Program.  This is a state sponsored guaranteed 

scholarship program for those students who meet the criteria.  Visit www.CollegePaysTn.com 

for more information. 

 Additionally, State and Federal Sources of Financial Aid Funds are available. Visit 

http://studentaid.ed.gov/PORTALSWebApp/students/english/funding.jsp?tab=funding for 

more information. 

http://www.collegenet.com/mach25
http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.finaid.org/
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.wiredscholar.com/
http://www.embark.com/
http://www.fastaid.com/
http://www.collegescholarships.com/
http://www.coca-colascholars.org/
http://www.gmsp.org/
http://www.uncf.org/
http://www.collegefund.org/
http://www.finaid.org/otheraid/natamind.phtml
http://www.hispanicfund.org/
http://www.aauw.org/fga/fellowships_grants/index.cfm
http://www.societyofwomenengineers.org/scholarships/brochure.aspx
http://www.collegepaystn.com/
http://studentaid.ed.gov/PORTALSWebApp/students/english/funding.jsp?tab=funding

