BRENTWOOD MIDDLE SCHOOL
6" GRADE
SUMMER READING 2009

The following books have been chosen for Brentwood Middle School's Sixth Grade
Summer Reading. Please review the list and reviews of each and help your child
choose a book that would best suit his/her reading level and interest. As your
child reads the book, he/she should complete the attached handout. This will be
due the first week of school for the 2009-2010 school year. All books are
available at the Brentwood Library, Williamson County Library, Borders, and Barnes
and Noble.

Students will complete a project or activity on their book when they return to
school this fall.

The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle by Avi

From School Library Journal

Grade 5-8. On a long, grueling journey from England to Rhode Island in 1802, a 12 year old
changes from a prim and proper girl to a swashbuckling mate of a mutinous crew and is
accused of murder by the captain. Awash with shipboard activity, intense feelings, and a
keen sense of time and place, the story is a throwback to good old-fashioned adventure
yarns on the high seas.

Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

The Breadwinner by Deborah Ellis

Amazon.com Review

Ages 10-12. Since the Taliban took over Afghanistan, 11-year-old Parvana has rarely been
outdoors. Barred from attending school, shopping at the market, or even playing in the
streets of Kabul, the heroine of Deborah Ellis's engrossing children's novel The Breadwinner
is trapped inside her family's one-room home. That is, until the Taliban hauls away her
father and Parvana realizes that it's up to her to become the "breadwinner" and disguise
herself as a boy to support her mother, two sisters, and baby brother. Set in the early years



of the Taliban regime, this topical novel for middle readers explores the harsh realities of life
for girls and women in modern-day Afghanistan.

The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan

From School Library Journal

Grade 5-9-At the outset of this fast-paced tale by Rick Riordan (Hyperion/Miramax, 2005),
it would seem that Percy Jackson is just another New York kid diagnosed with ADHD, who
has good intentions, a nasty stepfather, and a long line of schools that have rejected him.
The revelation of his status as half-blood offspring of one of the Greek gods is nicely
packaged, and it's easy to believe that Mount Olympus, in modern times, has migrated to
the 600th floor of the Empire State Building (the center of Western civilization) while the
door to Hades can be found at DOA Recording Studio, somewhere in LA. With his new
friends, a disguised satyr, and the half-blood daughter of Athena, Percy sets out across the
country to rectify a feud between Zeus, Hades, and Poseidon. Along the way they must cope
with the Furies, Medusa, motorcycle thug Aires, and various other immortals. Although
some of Jesse Bernstein's accents fail (the monster from Georgia, for instance, has no
Southern trace in her voice), he does a fine job of keeping the main characters' tones and
accents distinguishable. He convincingly portrays Percy, voicing just the right amount of
prepubescent confusion, ironic wit, and the ebbing and waning of concern for himself and
those around him. Mythology fans will love this take and kids who haven't been inculcated
with the Classical canon will learn aspects of it here while having no trouble following a
rollicking good-and modern-adventure.

Harris and Me by Gary Paulsen

From School Library Journal

Grade 6-9-A nostalgic journey through a boy's breakneck summer. Told by a narrator
recalling his experiences the summer he was 11, the stories begin with his being dropped by
a deputy at the farm home of a distant relative. ""We heard your folks was puke drunks, is
that right?'"" asks the beguiling and reckless nine-year-old Harris almost immediately. Of
course they are, but that dismal fact of life is forgotten nearly at once as Harris leads the
two of them off on one wild adventure after another. As one might suspect from Paulsen,
there are no ordinary characters residing on this backwoods farm: there's Vivian, the
ornery, kicking cow; 300 pound pigs who don't look kindly on wrestling matches with boys;
Ernie, the attack-rooster; Louie, the hired hand with strange table manners and an artistic
streak; Buzzer, his pet lynx; and Harris's older sister, Glennis, who is constantly whacking
him for swearing. (At times the language does get a little salty.) The plot is a loosely
constructed romp with each chapter an episode that's fast paced, highly descriptive, and
funny. Using headings such as "In which war is declared and honor established," Paulsen
raises readers' expectations and sets the tone for the action to follow. Some stories push
beyond believability and edge into tall-tale territory, but it doesn't matter, for this is
storytelling in the tradition of Twain and Harte, memorable and humorous and very telling
of human nature.



