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Williamson County Schools
College Grove Elementary

Rocket Review

November 2009

Dear Parents,

November is here and we are busy with exciting learning in our school! Our students are
working very hard and it shows!

We were so excited to see the phenomenal turn out for Rocket Run on Oct. 23! As donations
are returned and the money is finalized we look forward to announcing our totals. Our students had
fun walking and running for pledges and I know we'll look back on 2009 as a banner year. Thanks so
much for your donations of fruit and time. Without faithful lap counters, Rocket Run wouldn’t be pos-
sible. Although we were a little disappointed to have to run in the gym, it was great to “run around
the rocket”, literally!

I hope you'll be able to attend the November PTO meeting. Our 2" and 3" graders will pre-
sent a musical program after a short business meeting. We'll start at 6:30 PM. You'll also get to see
the new College Grove rocket logo in the center circle of the gym. We appreciate the PTO’s funding of
the logo and hope you like it as well as our students do!

On Friday, November 20, we’ll have our annual Thanksgiving Day lunch and Grandparent’'s
Day. Children are encouraged to invite grandparents to come eat lunch, enjoy touring the school, and
maybe even stop by the library at the Book Fair. This is a day we all anticipate as we celebrate our
blessings and family! (As a reminder we will be out for Thanksgiving holidays on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 25-Friday, November 27. Students return to school on Monday, November 30.)

Many of you have been following our district’s search for a new Director of Schools and anx-
iously anticipating a new leader for our district. On December 1, Mr. Mike Looney will begin as our
new Director of Schools. During December he will visit schools as he begins getting acquainted with
Williamson County. When you see him in the community, be sure to give him a hearty College Grove
welcome, and share the wonderful things you know about our school and district.

During this season when we consider our many reasons for being thankful, I want to express
to you our thanks for your support of the school and the trust you place in us. We are all keenly
aware that our corner of the world is among the best anywhere. Thanks for your part in making it so!

Happy Thanksgiving!
Melonye Lowe, Ed. D.

Principal
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News from Mr. Jennings

At r Things are going really well in the Phys. Ed. Dept. The students

just finished their Chasing, Fleeing, and Dodging unit. We are
now working on our Fall Festival games. Thank you to all of you
who volunteered for the Rocket Run and the PTO for doing such a
great job of organizing it. Also big thanks to Publix and Target for

‘ donating water and food for the students. Next up is going to be
our first round of Fitness Testing. Thanks to everyone who have
supported us this year and keep the box tops coming!

—‘
Art with Ms. Greuel

Kindergarteners are finishing their Art Books about the Elements of &# i
Art. So far we have made pages in our book for Line, Shape and j@
Color. Our last page will be about texture and then our Art Books N——
will be ready to go home! First Graders just finished Leaf Bowls

made of clay and funny leaf collages made with real leaves. Second

Graders are learning about Animals in Art Around the World. We

have made Cave Drawings and are starting Australian Aboriginal

Art. Third Graders painted a vase of flowers inspired by Vincent van

Gogh and are studying symmetry in art and architecture. Fourth

Graders are working on printmaking and will begin weaving

soon. Fifth Graders finished faux stained glass projects and are be-

ginning a chalk pastel drawing of an ice cream sundae in the spirit

of artist, Wayne Thiebaud.
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Learning Lab and Learning Villa News

*
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Student Support Staff welcomes Angela Marquis as a paraprofes-
sional to help support students and staff. She is a certified teacher
and comes highly recommended. We know she will be an asset to
our school, and we are grateful to have her join our team.

Navemben
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Guidance from Mrs. Hadzor

The College Grove Kids Care Club Participates in
International Volunteer Project for Kids Care Week 2009

The College Grove Kids Care Club will join clubs from Birmingham to Beijing, to lead Feed the Hungry
projects during the tenth annual Kids Care Project. The United Nations estimates that two to three bil-
lion people are malnourished; in America, more than 36 million Americans, including 12.4 million chil-
dren, are at risk of hunger, according to the USDA.

The College Grove Kids Care Club is one of more than 1,800 clubs. Since 1990, Kids Care Clubs, a pro-
gram of Hands on Network, has been developing compassion and inspiring a spirit of service in elemen-
tary and middle school children.

Thanks to the support of Quaker Oats, the sponsor of Kids Care Week 2009, Kids Care Clubs around the
world are creating service projects and raising funds to combat this issue and feed the hungry. Kids
Care Clubs has awarded mini-grants totaling $18,500 to 70 Kids Care Clubs in 32 states, the District of
Columbia and to clubs in Saudi Arabia and China.

The economic downturn has increased sharply the number of families across the country in need of food,
and Kids Care Week 2009 presents an opportunity for youth to take action against this pressing social
need. College Grove Kids Care Club will have a classroom food donation challenge at each grade level to
help Feed America First. Feed America First is a local organization that has been donating food to needy
families in Williamson County for ten years. These are our neighbors!!

HERE IS HOW IT WILL WORK: There will be a competition between the two classes at each grade level.
At the end of the challenge the classroom with the most number of donated items will receive an ice-
cream party. Feed America First will pick up our packed donations and distribute them to local families
in need. The classroom challenge will be the week of November 16-20™.

Here are the items to be donated for each classroom.
Ms. Richey-rice

Ms. Presley-pasta

Ms. Neal-tuna

Ms. Poston-beanie weenies

Ms. Brake-peanut butter

Ms. Ferguson-jelly

Mr. Ploen-peas

Ms. Bachmann-corn

Ms. Hastings-soup

Ms. Russell-crackers
MS. Lusky-Mac and cheese

Ms. Bratton-ramen noodles

To learn more about the College Grove Kids Care Club, contact Debra Hadzor at 472-4320. To find out
more about Feed America First you can visit their website at www.feedamericafirst.com. To learn more
about Kids Care Clubs visit www.KidsCare.org. Kids Care Clubs is a program of Hands on Network.
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Talking To Your Child About School

Have you ever been frustrated when you ask your child how his/her day was, and the only response you
get is, "Okay," "Fine," or "Alright"?

Here are some suggestions that will help encourage conversation, elicit thoughtful responses, and per-
haps help your child work through some challenges or confusions he/she may have:

1. Tell me about what you read today (in reading, social studies, science or math)?

2. What was your favorite part, or what was the most surprising thing you learned today?

3. Did that book make you think of anything you already knew?

4. Was there anything that confused you? What can we do to help make that more clear for you?
5. What did you learn about yourself as a reader or as a learner today?

6. Show me a book you would like me to read to you (or you could read some of it to me)? (You could
ask your child to retell the story up to that point, share the 'best part’ with you, or express how he/

she feels about the main character or subject of the book, the situation in the story, or how that

story has changed their thinking.)

| encourage you to make reading with your child a part of your evening routine (right before is often a
great way to ‘wind down' from a busy/active day and calm his/her mind for going to sleep).

Even if your child is getting older now, reading aloud to him/her can still be very helpful and comfort-

ing. With younger children, you can invite them them to 'join in' on words they have read before

(familiar words), or, after you have read a story that is about at their reading level (what they can

handle themselves), they could try reading it back to you (if they come to words they can't figure out,

ask them if there is one or more 'chunks' in that word that looks familiar to them - that should help
them figure it out).

Emphasize 'making reading sound like how we talk' (not choppy) and remind them that reading holds
meaning, so we need to 'think about what we are reading.’ Talking about an interesting book can be
fun, as well as helpful, to your child.

Happy Reading!!! ‘ ‘ *® o 1& il .*

Tom Tjornehoj , Reading Specialist

DESTINATION BOOK FAIR

We will be having a Bookfair on November 16-20, 2009. This is will be

our only Bookfair for the 2009-2010 School Year. Please come by the

Library to shop early for Christmas. The Library will open daily at 8:30

AM. Please look for the Bookfair flyer coming home soon with your

chil d. Al so, dondt forget we must charge
this extra amount. Hope to see all of you at the Bookfair!

Happy Reading,

Terri Hood, Librarian



