
From Fairview Elementary School’s 

Reading Room  

DID YOU KNOW?  

      òNovemberó comes from the 

Latin word for ònine.ó  November 

was the ninth month in the original 

Roman calendar. 

Reading Strategy Spotlight  

 Making Connections 

     When children relate what theyõre reading to something they al-

ready know, they are making a connection.  For example, if theyõre 

reading Wilfrid Gordon McDonald Partridge by Mem Fox, and they tell 

you that the story reminds them of their 

grandfather, they have made a òtext to 

selfó connection.  Their feelings about 

their grandfather help them understand 

Wilfrid Gordon McDonald Partridgeõs 

feelings in the text.  If the book reminds 

them of another story about the rela-

tionship between a child and an elderly 

person, theyõve made a òtext to textó 

connection.  And if they connect it to something that is general knowl-

edge, then theyõve made a òtext to worldó connection.  Making connec-

tions deepens their understanding what they read.   

     One thing to remember is that sometimes a story might remind chil-

dren of something else, but it isnõt something that helps them under-

stand the story or characters.  In that case, they are relating a coinci-

dence and not a connection.  A true connection 

helps children understand some aspect of the 

text theyõre reading.  

   Here are some questions to ask your children 

to help them make connections as they read:  

What does this story remind you of?  What did 

you think about when you read this?  What else 

do you already know about this?  Does this remind you of something 

else youõve read? 
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Information and ideas about reading for 

children and parents  

Sharing an interactive journal with your child  

     Sometimes it is difficult to get children to communicate with you.  

A child who has trouble talking about whatõs on his/her mind might 

enjoy writing about it instead.  Pur-

chase a spiral notebook  or other 

òjournaló for your child to write letters 

to you.  You can have your child put the 

journal in a special spot whenever 

he/she has written something for you 

to read.  After you read your childõs 

note, you should write a note in return.  

Then replace the journal in the special spot so your child will know itõs 

ready for him/her to read.  Remember to keep the communication posi-

tive and affirming for your child in order to encourage him/her to con-

tinue writing and sharing.  

Quote For November 

òA library is a hospital 

for the mind.ó 

~Anonymous~ 

 

Daylight Savings Time Ends  

     On November 1, 2009, Daylight Savings 

Time ends.  At 2:00 AM, set your watches 

and clocks back one hour.  Daylight Savings 

Time will start again in March.  

Be a Good Reading Role Model 
 The most effective way children learn is by watching parents 

and adults in their lives.  Modeling the behavior that you want teaches 

manners and respect, but it can also teach reading 

and writing. 

 Children need to see you reading for a 

number of purposes:  enjoyment, recipes, direc-

tions, and to an-

swer questions.  

The same is true 

for writing.  Be sure to talk about 

ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎΦ  {ŀȅΣ ά[ŜǘΩǎ ǊŜŀŘ 

the directions to figure out how this 

ǿƻǊƪǎΦέ  άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿƛƭƭ ǿǊƛǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ 

ŘƻǿƴΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ Řƻ 

ƛǘΦέ  {ŜŜƛƴƎ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 

to them read and write speaks much louder than words that reading is 

valued. 

ñA book is the most effective 
weapon against intolerance and 

ignorance.ò 
~Lyndon Johnson~ 



Contact Information  

For any questions or concerns about reading, please use the 

following contact information:  

Nancy Estes  

Reading Specialist/Coach  

nancye@wcs.edu 

472 - 4381, ex. 4926  

Important Dates in November  

November 1ñDaylight Savings Time Ends  

November 11ñVeteransõ Day 

November 25 ñMarc Brownõs birthday (author) 

November 26 ñThanksgiving Day 

November 25 -27ñThanksgiving Holidays (no school)  

Thanksgiving Snack Mix 
 Follow the directions to make a Thanksgiving snack.  You can put the 

mixture in small zipper bags to share with friends and family.  Each ingredient in 

this snack mix has a special meaning for Thanksgiving.  You can write the meaning 

of each ingredient on a card to include in the bag.   

 

 Use equal parts of the ingredientsτor use more of your favorite ingre-

ŘƛŜƴǘΦ  bƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ƳƛȄ ƛǘ ǳǇΣ ƛǘΩƭƭ ōŜ ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎΦ 

Bugles brand corn snacks (represent a cornuco-

piaτa horn of plenty) 

Miniature pretzels (represent the arms of the 

Pilgrims folded in prayer and thanks) 

Popcorn (represents the ration of corn that each 

pilgrim was allowed each day because food was so scarce) 

Dried or Candied Fruits (represent the harvest celebration) 

Peanuts, sunflower seedsτany type of nut or seed  (represent the potential 

of a plentiful harvest) 

 

November is National  

Peanut Butter Lovers 

Month  
 Peanut butter has come a long way since it was 

first developed in 1890, when a St. Louis doctor suggested processing 

and packaging ground peanut paste into a nutritious protein substitute.  

 Here are some facts about peanuts and peanut butter:  

1. Peanuts are not actually nuts at all.  They are legumes, like beans, 

peas, and lentils.   

2. Americans eat three pounds of peanut butter per person every 

year.  Thatõs about 700 million pounds, or enough to coat the floor 

of the Grand Canyon!  

3. Peanuts may be a favorite food, but 

weõve found many uses for their 

shells too!  You might find peanut 

shells in kitty litter, wallboard, fire-

place logs, paper, animal feed and 

sometimes as fuel for power plants.  

4. Two peanut farmers have been elected President of the United 

States:  Thomas Jefferson and Jimmy Carter.  

5. One acre of peanuts will make about 30,000 peanut butter sand-

wiches. 

Book Suggestions For November  

   In November we think of American history as we celebrate 

Thanksgiving.  Here are some historical fiction books that take place 

at various times in our countryõs history: 

Thanksgiving on Thursday  

By Mary Pope Osborne  

Jack and Annie travel in their magic tree house to 

1621 where they celebrate the first Thanksgiving 

with the Pilgrims and Wampanoag Indians in the 

New Plymouth Colony. 

 

The Courage of Sarah Noble  

By Alice Dalgliesh  

In 1707, 8 -year old Sarah Nobel traveled through 

the American wilderness with her father to build 

a new home for their family.  

 

Pink and Say  

By Patricia Polacco 

The true story of the remarkable friendship 

during the Civil War between a black Union sol-

dier and a white Union soldier.  

 

Train To Somewhere  

By Eve Bunting 

Between the mid -1850s and the late 1920s, 

orphaned children in New York were sent 

by trains to families in the American west.  

Marianne is one of 14 orphans traveling 

west in hopes of finding a new home.  

Here are recommended series of American historical fiction:  

My America series  

Little House series by Laura Ingalls Wilder  

American Girls Series Collection  

"Children will not remember you for 
the material things you provided but 

for the feeling that you                   
cherished them." 

~Richard L. Evans~ 

http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/imageviewer.asp?ean=9780618040315
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/imageviewer.asp?ean=9780375906152
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/imageviewer.asp?ean=9780689715402

