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*Waiver Option:  Students not planning to attend a university may, at the school’s discretion, be granted a waiver of the foreign   

language and fine arts requirements to expand and enhance their elective focus.  

**Pending WCS Board Approval.  

The information provided herein is based on current interpretation of legislative changes by the TN State Board 

of Education and is subject to minor changes in the future. The website will be updated if changes occur. 
 

Independence High School follows the semester system with 4 nine-week grading periods.  Students typically take six 

courses and one study hall.  If space and scheduling permit, students may apply to take a seventh course. 

 

IHS follows The America Diploma Project as prescribed by the State of Tennessee.  Students may graduate by earning 

22 credits from the core requirements and focus areas.  One credit is awarded for a full year of study and one-half credit 

is awarded for completing a semester course. 

 

EARNED CREDITS 

Middle School Credits:  High School credits earned in Middle School will be recorded on transcripts according to 

Williamson County Board Policy with no cumulative GPA value points.  Students may earn high school credits in 

middle school for the following courses:  Algebra I, Geometry, Physical Science and Foreign Language.  Algebra I and 

Geometry credits earned in middle school will NOT count towards the 4 math credits required for graduation but can 

count toward the Math/Science focus area. 

 

CORE CURRICULUM CHOICES 

English (4 credits) 

 English I (1 credit)  

 English II (1 credit)  

 English III (1 credit)  

 English IV (1 credit)  

 

Mathematics (4 credits) 

Students must enroll in a math course each high school year.  Math courses taken in middle school will not count 

towards fulfilling high school math requirements.  Required high school courses include: Algebra I, Geometry or 

Technical Geometry, Algebra II and one credit of mathematics beyond the Algebra II level. 

 Algebra I (1 credit) 

 Geometry ( 1 credit) 

 Algebra II (1 credit) 

 Upper Level Math beyond Algebra II (1 credit) 

 

Science (3 credits)  
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Must include Biology, Chemistry or Physics, and an additional lab science. 

 Biology (1 credit) 

 Chemistry or Physics (1 credit) 

 Additional Lab Science (1 credit) 

 

Social Studies (3 credits) 

Must include World History/Geography, U.S. History, and U.S. Government/Economics. 

 World History (1 credit)  

 U.S. History (1 credit) 

 U.S. Government (.5 credit) /Economics (.5 credit) 

 

Personal Finance (.5 credits) 

 

Wellness (1.5 credits) 

Lifetime Wellness is required.  Two years of JROTC can substituted for the Lifetime Wellness requirement.  Students are 

required an additional .5 credit in physical education.  This requirement may be met by substituting a documented and 

equivalent time of physical activity in marching band, JROTC, cheerleading, interscholastic athletics, and school 

sponsored intramural athletics.  

 Lifetime Wellness (1 credit) or JROTC (2 credits) 

 Physical Education (.5 credit) 

 Weights and Kinesiology 

 Dance 

 

ADDITIONAL PATH REQIREMENTS (6 CREDITS) 

 Fine Art (1 credit) 

 Foreign Language (2 credits) 

 Elective Focus (3 credits) 

o AP 

o CTE 

o Humanities and Fine Arts 

o Math and Science 

 
Waiver Option: Students not planning to attend a University may, at the schoolôs discretion, be granted a waiver of the foreign language and fine arts requirements to 

expand and enhance their elective focus. 

 

Driver Education:  Students may sign up for Driver Education approximately one month before each class.  Classes 

begin in September, January and June.  Students must sign up in the counseling office and pay the mandatory fee as set 

by the WCBE.  Thirty (30) hours of classroom instruction is mandatory, followed by six (6) hours of behind-the-wheel 

driving.  One-half credit is earned, and the grade is recorded on the transcript and calculated in the cumulative GPA.  

 

EXAMS 

 

End of Course (EOC) Exams: Currently, students are required to take End of Course exams in four courses: 

Foundations II, English I, Physical Science, and US History. The exam score will be used as the student’s final exam 

grade for the 2
nd

 semester of the course. 

 

Common Comprehensive Assessments (CCA): WCS has implemented a number of different courses where CCAs are 

administered as the comprehensive final exam. These scores will count as 15% of the student’s final exam grade in the 

course. 

 

Writing Assessment: Students will participate in the TN Writing Assessment their junior year. IHS students participate 

in three practice tests per year beginning the freshman year and culminating with the final state assessment given during 

the junior year. All scores are based off of a state wide rubric for writing. 

 

Exit Exam:  WCBE Policy requires all students to take the ACT during the spring of their junior year. 

 

COURSE LEVELS 
 

Standard Level Courses: Standard level courses are offered in each discipline and are open to any student.  
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Honors Level Courses: The following Framework of Standards for Honors Courses is required by the State Board of 

Education to ensure that additional rigor is being provided in all honors courses: 

All honors course substantially exceed the content standards, learning expectations, and performance indicators approved 

by the State Board of Education. They include instructional approaches that facilitate maximum interchange of ideas 

among students:  independent study, self-directed research and learning, and appropriate use of technology. They must 

include multiple assessments exemplifying coursework (such as short answer, constructed-response prompts, 

performance-based tasks, open-ended questions, essays, original or creative interpretations, authentic products, 

portfolios, and analytical writing). Additionally, an honors course shall include a minimum of five of the following 

components:  
1. Extended reading assignments that connect with specified curriculum, 

2. Research-based writing assignments that address and extend the course curriculum 

3. Projects that apply course curriculum to relevant or real-world situations. 

4. Open-ended investigations in which the student selects the questions and designs the research 

5. Writing assignments that demonstrate a variety of modes, purposes, and styles. 

6. Integration of appropriate technology into the course of study. 

7. Deeper exploration of the culture, values, and history of the discipline 

8. Extensive opportunities for problem solving experiences through imagination, critical analysis, and application. 

9. Job shadowing experiences with presentations which connect class study to the world of work. 

 

Three points are added to each 9 weeks grade (but not to the semester examination or the semester average) The GPA is 

weighted by adding .5 quality points.  

 

Advanced Placement (AP) courses: AP courses are college-level courses with a prescribed core curriculum.  The AP 

National Examination is provided by and graded by the College Entrance Examination Board (CEEB) and is 

administered to AP students in May of each year.  Individual colleges and universities have their own specific standards 

for grading credit for AP work.  To enroll in an AP course, students must be recommended by their present teacher in 

that discipline.  Teachers add five points to each nine weeks’ average (but not to the semester examination or the 

semester average).  The GPA is weighted by adding 1.0 quality points.  The registration fee for AP exams is due from 

each student in the spring prior to the exam.   The College Entrance Examination Board (CEEB) assigns a number to 

each high school to be used 

by students on all AP, SAT and ACT test applications. Students use this number frequently throughout their high school 

career.  

THE CEEB NUMBER FOR IHS IS 430-706. 

 

DIPLOMAS 
  

Standard Diploma: Students who earn the number of core curriculum credits and additional path requirement credits 

will be awarded the standard diploma. 

 

Diploma with Honors: According to State guidelines, students may graduate with honors if they complete the core 

curriculum, plus the additional requirements and maintain at least a 3.0 Cumulative GPA. 

 

Williamson County Honors Diploma:  Students shall complete the core curriculum, including four years of math and 

four years of science, plus a minimum of 14 credits at Honors or AP level. Students must have a 3.5 or higher academic 

average on a 4.0 scale. 

 

Certificate of Attendance:  The certificate of attendance will be awarded to those students who earn the required core 

credits, but do not successfully complete the TN Gateway assessments. 

 

Student Support Services Diploma:  This diploma will be awarded to those students who have satisfactorily completed 

an Individual Education Program (IEP), but do not meet requirements of a standard diploma. 

 

GRADING POLICIES 

 

Class Rank: For purposes of communicating with college admission offices and scholarship granting agencies, and for 

determining honor graduates (valedictorian, salutatorian, top 10%), ranking in the senior class is used and is calculated 

on ALL high school work.  All students enrolled for the entire final semester of the senior year are included in class 

ranking and in determination of honor graduates and honor recognition as graduating seniors. 
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Transfer Students:  For high school transfer students, the cumulative G.P.A. on the 

transcript for transferred work will be used without any recalculation other than conversion to a 4-point scale except that 

honors and Advanced Placement courses will be re-calculated to match the Williamson County Schools scale. 

 

Exams for Seniors:  Semester and final exams are not required for those high school seniors who have maintained a 91 

average, have been absent no more than 6 days in a class (including college visitation days approved in advance by the 

principal) during the semester and have not been suspended during the semester. 

 

Credit Recovery:  This is an opportunity for students to complete coursework outside of the normal school day in order 

to pass a course previously failed.  Students interested in participating will need to complete an application with their 

counselor. 

 

Audit:  To audit means to take a class for no credit.  A student audits the first-semester of a full-year course when in the 

previous year the student passed the first semester, but failed the 2
nd

 semester.  This practice allows the student to be 

ready to take the 2
nd

 semester for credit.  The student is required to complete all work, including tests and semester exam.  

The letter grade is recorded on the transcript, but no credit is earned and the grade does not become part of the 

cumulative GPA. 

 

Testing for Credit:  This is possible for students who have completed work or a course equivalent to a high school level 

course (except U.S. History).  Students must score 70 or better on the examination in order to receive credit toward 

graduation.  The course name is entered on the transcript with the notation Credit by Exam. 

 

Averaging Policy:  The averaging policy for certain courses allows students to pass even though they failed the first 

semester.  This is possible only if the average of both semester grades is a 70 or better for the following high school 

courses which are math, foreign language, chemistry, physics, and accounting.  If the year-end average is 70 or better, a 

unit of credit will be earned.  However, credit will not be given when the second semester grade is the failing grade. 

 

Home-schooled Students:  Previously home-schooled students must take both semester exams provided by the various 

departments at IHS to advance to the next course.  As an example, the 10
th

 grade student who was home-schooled in the 

9
th

 grade must score a 70 or better in English I, Physical Science, Algebra I and World History. Students will only be 

tested in the classes denoted on their official transcript. 

 

Summer School Policy:  WCS offers two sessions in summer school equivalent to two semesters in the regular year.  

Summer school is most often remedial, serving to aid the student who has failed a course.  The summer school grade is 

added to the transcript and averaged with the cumulative GPA.  It does not replace the failed grade.  Students can earn a 

maximum of 2 credits during Summer School.  A maximum of six (6) credits, cumulative throughout the high school 

career, may be earned in Summer School to be counted for meeting graduation requirements.  Seniors who have 20 

credits completed by the end of their senior year may take part in the graduation ceremony if they are enrolled in 

Summer School and if they are designated as Summer Graduates.   

 

Middle School Courses:  Students taking high school courses in Middle School (e.g. algebra, geometry, physical 

science, languages) receive high school credit by passing the credit exam for the course (grade 70 or above).  The grade 

is recorded as credit or no credit with no GPA value.  Honors classes will count toward the WCS Honors Diploma. 

 

College Courses: College courses taken for college credit, even when taken for dual high school/college credit, are 

recorded as Credit or No Credit with no GPA value. These courses will be counted toward the Honors Diploma. 

 

Dual Enrollment: Juniors or seniors enrolled in high school and with a G.P.A. of 3.0 or higher may take college courses 

for dual credit at any district recognized post-secondary institution in agreement with the policy. A student who meets 

the admissions requirements of the college, pays the tuition/expenses, and successfully completes the course receives 

high school credits on his/her transcript and also college credits on his/her college transcript. On the high school 

transcript these courses will be recorded as Pass/Fail with no grade point (G.P.A.) value. They will count toward the 

Williamson County Schools’ Honors diploma. A student will receive 0.5 credits for each semester course that is taken.  

There is no distinction made between numbers of hours of the course – both 3 semester hour courses and 4 semester hour 

courses yield 0.5 high school credits. Qualifying students may receive partial payment for dual enrollment courses from 

the Tennessee Dual Enrollment Grant. The principal must approve any courses students wish to take for dual credit. 

Students need to see their school counselor to check eligibility and to obtain a dual enrollment application. 

 

Progress Reports: These are given at least twice during the 9 week period to students.  Parents may request a progress 

report from individual teachers more often. 
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E-Courses: A number of courses may be taken for credit through WCS approved E-courses. The following courses are 

available: Latin, Spanish, French, German, and AP Psychology. See the content areas in the program of studies for more 

information about course specifics and contact an IHS counselor if interested.  

 

Report Cards:  These are mailed home after each nine weeks’ grading period. 

 

Transcripts:  The transcript is an historical document showing all courses taken in high school.  Letters, not numbers, 

are used in reporting grades on the official transcript.  All grades, passing and failing, are permanently recorded on the 

transcript.  When a course is failed and then repeated either in WCS Summer School or during the regular school year, 

the new grade does not replace the failed grade.  The course and new grade are added to the transcript and averaged in 

the cumulative GPA.   

 

Grading System:  The grading system for grades 9-12 is as follows: 

  Grade  Grade Range 

      A  91 – 100 

      B  81 – 90 

      C  72 – 80 

      D  70 – 71 

      F  Below 70 

      I  Incomplete 

      P/F  Pass/Fail 

 

GPA Calculation:  GPA is determined by dividing the sum of the quality points, including accelerated quality points, by 

the total courses attempted.  Grade point averages (GPA) are calculated on the following graduated 4-point scale with 

additional grade point weighting of 0.5 for Honors courses and 1.0 for Advanced Placement courses.   

 

Num.   Standard Honors AP 

97-100 4.0 4.5 5.0 

94-96 3.7 4.2 4.7 

91-93 3.5 4.0 4.5 

87-90 3.3 3.8 4.3 

84-86 3.0 3.5 4.0 

81-83 2.7 3.2 3.7 

77-80 2.3 2.8 3.3 

72-76 2.0 2.5 3.0 

70-71 1.0 1.5 1.9 

 

NATIONAL TESTS 

 

IHS CEEB/ACT NUMBER: 430-706 

 

The following is a brief description of the major types of national tests that are offered in preparation for applying to 

colleges.  Application packets are available in the Counseling Center.  (See also www.collegeboard.org or www.act.org). 

 

PSAT/NMSQT- Preliminary Scholastic Assessment Test/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (CEEB Test 

Program):  Given in October to high- achieving college-bound freshman, sophomores and juniors who register.  For 

juniors the PSAT is the qualifying exam for the National Merit Scholarship Competition.  It is the same format as the 

SAT I and is useful as an indicator of SAT scores and/or test practice. 

 

SAT I- Scholastic Assessment Test (CEEB Test Program):  Many competitive colleges and universities require the 

SAT I for admission.  It is a three-hour test in three sections measuring verbal mathematical and writing ability. 

 

SAT II- Subject Tests (CEEB Test Program):  These one-hour tests measure the application of knowledge in specific 

subject areas.  Three tests are possible on one test date.  Many four-year colleges require three subject tests.  SAT-II 

test(s) are taken in the spring of the junior year or the terminal year of the subject taken.  SAT-I and SAT-II tests cannot 

be taken on the same day. 

 

http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.act.org/
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PLAN- (ACT Test Program):  Given in the fall to all sophomores, the PLAN is useful as an indicator of ACT scores 

and/or test practice. 

 

ACT- American College Testing Program (ACT Test Program):  Four 35-50 minute tests are given in academic 

areas of English Usage, Mathematics Usage, Social Science Reasoning, and Natural Science Reasoning.  Four separate 

scores plus a composite score average the test.  Public colleges and some private colleges commonly require the ACT. 

 

AP- Advanced Placement Tests (CEEB Test Program):  AP tests are given in May.  The tests are usually three hours 

in length and are based on college level courses taken in high school.  Usually, a score of 3 or better earns college credit 

in that subject. 

 

SCHEDULING POLICIES 

 

Students take six courses for credit and one study hall.  Students wishing to take a seventh course and no study hall 

must submit a request form signed by a parent.  After the Master Schedule is finished, seven course requests will be 

accommodated only if scheduling permits.  A request form may be obtained from the Counseling Center. 

 

If a parent wishes to override a recommendation made by the school pertaining to the student’s schedule, the student 

must remain in the class the parent selected until its completion.  An override form may be obtained from the Counseling 

Center. 

 

Independence High School sets its sections and builds its Master Schedule based entirely on student requests for 

courses.  The spring registration determines the courses the school will offer the following fall.  Once the Master 

Schedule has been created, students are obligated to take the courses they requested.   Students, therefore, should plan 

their schedules in a thoughtful, careful manner to match their abilities and educational needs. 

  

1. The Only Changes Allowed in August: Valid schedule corrections only to update course selections based on 

summer school credits or to correct a scheduling error made by the school take place the first 10 days of first 

semester. 

2. No Dropping in Level:  Students who requested and received teacher recommendation/parent override and 

parent approval for Honors or Advanced Placement courses in the spring will be obligated to take these courses 

in the fall.  Students may not drop a course or level because they changed their minds over the summer, did not 

do the summer reading or because they desire a different teacher. 

3.   Full Year Courses Last One Year:  Full-year courses may not be dropped at the end of the first semester, even 

if it is only an elective.  The usual consideration is whether the student has been academically misplaced. 

  

Problems with a Class: A student who is experiencing problems in a class will not be removed from the class outside 

the policies stated above.  When problems develop, the following procedures should be followed: 

 

1. The students should consult the teacher for ways to improve.  

2. Student is expected to engage in the solutions offered by the course instructor. This may include but is 

not limited to one-to-one tutoring with the teacher, small group tutoring offered before or after school or 

additional remediation projects.  

3. If the problem still exists, the parent should talk to the teacher.  Conversation can occur over the phone or 

through e-mail, but the best communication is still person to person.  

4. If the problem continues to exist, the parent can request a school meeting that includes the teacher, the student, 

the parent(s), the appropriate school counselor, and the grade-level assistant principal.  The team will form a 

plan of action.  

 

NCAA ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 

 

A student-athlete looking to participate in intercollegiate athletics at an NCAA Division I or Division II institution must 

meet the core curriculum requirements to establish initial-eligibility at an NCAA Division I or II college or university. 

 

16 core courses for Division I 

 4 years of English  

 3 years of mathematics (Algebra I or higher)  

 2 years of natural/physical science (one must be a lab science)  

 1 year of additional English, math or science  
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 2 years of social studies  

 4 years of additional core courses (from any area listed above, or from foreign language, nondoctrinal religion 

or philosophy) 

 

Approved NCAA courses at IHS:  English I/H, II/H, III/H/AP, IV/H/AP; African American History, American Civil 

War, Ancient History/H, Economics/H, AP European History, Greek and Roman Mythology, Native American History, 

Psychology/AP, Sociology, U.S. Government/AP, U.S. History/H/AP, World History/H; Algebra I, Algebra II/H, 

Geometry/H, Advanced Algebra & Trigonometry, Discrete Math with Statistics and Probability, Pre-Calculus/H, 

Statistics/AP, Calculus/AP; Physical Science/H, Biology/H/AP, Chemistry/H/AP, Ecology, Astronomy, Anatomy and 

Physiology, Physics/H/AP; French I/H, II/H, IIIH, IVH, AP; German I/H, II/H, IIIH, IVH; Latin I/H, II/H; Spanish I/H, 

II/H, IIIH, IVH, AP/Literature. 

 

LOTTERY SCHOLARSHIPS 

 

To be eligible for a lottery Hope Scholarship, a student must be a Tennessee resident by September 1st of the senior year 

and must apply with the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), available at www.fafsa.ed.gov.  The Hope 

Scholarship awards up to $4000 per year for a 4-year school or $2000 per year for a 2-year school. The student must 

have at least a 21 ACT/980 SAT OR a cumulative GPA of 3.0 based on the state grading scale: A =93-100 (4.0), B = 85-

92 (3.0), C = 75-84 (2.0), D = 70-74 (1.0). An additional $1000 merit award is given to students with a 3.75 cumulative 

GPA AND a minimum 29 ACT/1280 SAT.  Most Tennessee state and private colleges are eligible for these 

scholarships. 

 

STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES 

 

Supplemental supports and services in all academic areas are available to all students, particularly students who are 

gifted or qualify through an IEP (IDEA) or an Accommodation Plan (Section 504).  In Tennessee Gifted Services fall 

under the special education umbrella.  Supplemental supports and services may include consultation with content area 

teachers, and/or direct student support within the classroom, small groups, or learning lab.  After age 18, students who 

will continue their IEP may do so by continuing their education with Williamson County Schools through community-

based education. 

 

Consulting and/or Direct Student Support Services provide extra support in the general education classroom.  Student 

Support Service teachers and paraprofessionals are available to lend support to the teacher and students, particularly 

students who are gifted or have identified learning needs.  When not in the general classroom, teachers (including Gifted) 

and paraprofessionals may assist students in study hall, the learning lab, small groups, consulting with students and 

teachers on an individual basis.  Specific supports may be given to students who have behavioral issues that impact their 

academic success.  Additional supports may need to be provided to meet their respective needs. 

 

SCHOOL COUNSELING PROGRAM 

 

School counselors foster excellence by helping all students to achieve their potential.  Excellence is promoted 

through their work in these program areas: 
 

Individual Planning:  Counselors meet individually with each student during the year.  During the fall semester, focus 

is on academic progress and school adjustment.   In the spring, counselors assist students in developing their four-year 

plans and in requesting classes for the following year.  Counselors also assist with individual assessment and test 

interpretation. 

 

Guidance Curriculum:  The guidance curriculum is implemented through large group activities, classroom guidance, 

newsletters, and transition activities. 

 

Responsive Services and Individual Counseling: Counselors provide brief personal counseling in individual and small 

group settings.  Small groups are provided by the counseling staff to reinforce healthy life skills and to promote 

academic success.  Independence also has a STARS (Students Taking a Right Stand) Specialist that offers emotional 

support to students on an individual and group level.  

 

Transition programs: To assist eighth grade students and new students entering IHS will occur.  During spring 

registration, counselors meet individually with students and their parents at the middle school, helping the family to 

develop a relationship with IHS staff even before the eighth grader begins high school. 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
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List of IHS Courses 
 

ENGLISH  

English I, II, III, IV 

English I Honors 

English II Honors 

English III Honors 

English IV Honors 

AP English III Lang  

AP English IV Lit 

Great Books I, II 

Creative Writing 

Film as Literature 

Journalism I, II 

Eng 2nd Lang I, II, III, IV 

Eng Lang Acq. & Appl. 

Content Area Read (2) 

 

MATH 

Algebra I 

Algebra II 

Algebra II Honors 

Geometry 

Geometry Honors 

Technical Geometry 

Advanced Alg. & Trig 

Discrete Math 

Pre-Calculus 

Pre-Calculus Honors 

Calculus Honors 

AP Calculus AB 

AP Calculus BC 

Statistics 

AP Statistics 

 

SCIENCE 

Physical Science 

Biology I 

Biology I Honors 

Chemistry I 

Chemistry I Honors 

Hum Anat & Phys Honors 

Physics 

Physics Honors 

Environmental Science 

Environmental Sci Honors 

AP Chemistry 

AP Biology 

AP Physics 

Astronomy 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

World History 

World History Honors 

U.S. History 

U.S. History Honors 

AP U.S. History 

AP European History 

U.S. Government 

U.S. Government Honor 

AP U.S. Gov. & Politics 

Economics 

Economics Honors 

Psychology 

AP Psychology 

Am. Civil War & Reconst. 

Contemporary Issues 

Modern History 

Sociology 

African American History 

Native American His 

Greek and Roman Myth 

History of Ideas I, II 

 

WORLD LANGUAGE 

French I, II 

French I, II, III, IV Hon 

AP French Language 

German I, II 

German I, II, III, IV Hon 

Latin I, II Honors 

Spanish I, II 

Spanish I, II, III, IV Hon 

AP Spanish Language 

AP Spanish Literature 

 

FINE ARTS 

Art: 

Visual Art I, II, III, IV 

AP Studio Art–Drawing 

AP Studio Art- 2D 

AP Studio Art- 3D  
 

Theatre Arts: 

Dance I 

Theatre Arts I, II, III, IV 

Theatre Arts Production 
 

Instrumental Music: 

Concert Band 

Symphonic Band 

Wind Ensemble 

Percussion Methods 

Methods 

Guitar I, II 

General Music 

Music Theory 

AP Music Theory 
 

Choral Music: 

Beginning Chorus 

Concert Choir 

Camerata (Adv. Women) 

 

PHYSICAL ED. 

Lifetime Wellness 

Physical Education I 

Weights & Kinesiology  

 

JROTC 

JROTC I, II, III, IV 

 

SPECIAL COURSES 

Driver Education 

Jobs for TN Grads 

Service Learning 

Teen Leadership 

Tech Based Intervention 

WBL- Academic 

 

BUSINESS TECH ED. 

Amer. Bus./Legal Systems 

Business Economics 

Financial Planning 

 

CAREER AND TECH 

Visual Communications: 

Visual Communications 

Digital Design & Imaging-A 

Digital Design & Imaging-B 

Digital Design & Imaging-C 

Digital Design & Imaging-D 
 

Media Technology: 

Media Concepts 

Elect Media Production 

Elect. Media Mang. & Op A 

Elect. Media Mang. & Op.B 
 

Info Tech Infrastructure: 

Info Tech Foundations 

Comp. Op. & Hardware 

Networking 

Cabling Technology 

Programming & Logic 

Web Site I 

Web Page Design II 
 

Health Science: 

Health Science Education 

Rehabilitative Therapies 

Emergency Medical Services 

Diagnostic Medicine 

Nursing Education 

Forensic Science 

Forensic Science Honors 

Biomedical Dual Enrollment 
 

Manufacturing-Drafting 

Computer Aided-Design A 

Computer Aided-Design B 

Advanced CAD A  

Advanced CAD A Honors 

Advanced CAD B 

Advanced CAD B Honors 
 

Marketing Education: 

Marketing & Management I & II 

Retail Operations 

Entrepreneurship 

Travel & Tourism 

Sports & Entertainment Mkt. 
 

Business Information Tech: 

Computer Applications 

Virtual Enterprise 
 

Human Services: 

Criminal Justice I, II, IIIA, IIIB 
 

Family and Consumer Sci: 

Family & Consumer Science 

Child & Lifespan Development 

Textiles and Apparel 

Fashion Design & Merchandising 

Nutrition and Foods 

Nutrition Science 
 

Accounting/Financial Mgmt 

Computer Applications 

Accounting I & II 

Banking and Finance A & B 

Financial Planning 

Virtual Enterprise 

Business Management 

Business Economics 
 

Early Childhood Ed: 

Early Childhood Ed I  

Early Childhood Ed II, III (2) 

 

Other CTE: 

Career Management Success 

Personal Finance 

Spreadsheet Applications 

Interactive Multimedia Present. 

 

Work Based Learning: 

WBL: T&I Co-op 

WBL: CTE Co-op 

 

*Classes in italics are offered for 

.5 credit only
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All English courses require individual summer and outside-of-class reading. 

 

3001 English I 
Grade Level:  9 

Credit:  1 

English I students read and study short stories and novels, Greek, Shakespearean and modern drama, nonfiction, 

autobiography, and poetry.  Students focus on narrative, descriptive and persuasive paragraphs and then work into longer 

essays based on literature, world events, and personal experiences.  Oral communication is enhanced by the presentation 

of informative and oral presentations.  Students also participate in structured discussions throughout the course.  All 

students will begin to acquire skills in research methods utilizing library sources and MLA documentation.  In addition 

to in-class reading and assignments, students will be assigned outside reading. 

 

3001 English I Honors 

Grade Level:  9 

Credit:  1 

Special note:  Honors English classes are open to any student who is willing to keep pace with and delve deeper into the 

advanced curriculum, which involves additional reading, writing and class presentation assignments. 

English I Honors students follow the same program of study as English I students, but they work at an accelerated pace 

and are assessed using a variety of methods.  These students are expected to have strong independent study skills and to 

be motivated, independent readers.  This course has an emphasis on Socratic seminars and writing.  Library research will 

include a rigorous development of a documented research project.  All outside papers will be word-processed.   

 

3002 English II 

Grade Level:  10 

Credit:  1 

English II is a comprehensive course that focuses on:  Grammar, Literature, Writing, and Public Speaking.  A diverse 

multi-cultural study of literature in the areas of fiction, nonfiction, poetry, Shakespearean drama, and the novel will 

enhance student learning.  Reading strategies will be a focus.  Writing consists of comparative essay, problem/solution 

research, short story, and persuasive speech.  Research and MLA documentation will be practiced.  Grammar, public 

speaking, and structured discussions will be taught and practiced throughout the course.  Students will take the State of 

Tennessee’s Gateway English test in the spring.  This will count 15% of the student’s second semester grade.  Passing 

this test is required in order to earn a high school  

 

3002 English II Honors 

Grade Level:  10 

Credit:  1 

Special Note:  Honors English classes are open to any student who is willing to keep pace with the advanced curriculum, 

which involves additional reading, writing and class presentation assignments. 

English II Honors students follow the same program of study as English II students with additional attention given to the 

research and review of the myth and folklore of the major world cultures.  Students also work at an accelerated pace and 

more emphasis will be placed on independent study, research and presentation of topics in preparation for AP courses.  

Writing assignments are more frequent and more challenging.  Socratic seminars will be taught and used throughout the 

year.  A greater emphasis is placed on public speaking with a major speech assignment included in each semester.  

Students are expected to take the PLAN and PSAT tests as part of the honors curriculum. All outside papers will be 

word-processed.  Students will take the State of Tennessee’s Gateway English test in the spring.  This will count 15% of 

the student’s second semester grade.  Passing this test is required in order to earn a high school diploma  

 

3003 English III 

Grade Level:  11 

Credit:  1 

Through a chronological format, students trace the development of American literature from the earliest writings through 

the Modern Age.  They investigate the correlation between historic events and the literature produced during that time 

period with complementary writing assignments, especially persuasive and essays.  Students will continue to practice 

utilizing the MLA format in research-based assignments.  Public speaking, collaborative learning, resume and 

application writing will prepare students for success in college as well as in the world of work.   

 

ENGLISH 
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3003 English III Honors 

Grade Level:  11 

Credit:  1 

Recommend: Teacher Recommendation 

Special Note:  Honors English classes are open to any student who is willing to keep pace with the advanced curriculum, 

which involves additional reading, writing and class presentation assignments. 

Students follow a similar curriculum to English III while studying supplementary material calling for greater analytical 

skills.  These honors topics include in-depth analysis of the philosophies, religions, and social concerns which influenced 

the American experience.  Greater proficiency in composition and oral expression is expected of these students, as well 

as the ability to work independently outside of class.  Two outside reading novels are required each nine weeks, and all 

outside papers are expected to be word-processed and in MLA format. 

 

3013 AP English III –Language and Composition 

Grade level:  11 

Credit:  1  

Recommend: Teacher Recommendation 

Special Note:  Advanced Placement English classes are open to any student who is willing to keep pace with the 

advanced curriculum, which involves additional reading, writing and class presentation assignments. 

This course is the first step in a two-year program designed to prepare students for a successful college career in any 

major (the second step is AP English IV).  The curriculum centers on both the classic and contemporary novels that 

define and reflect the American experience; and the students are repeatedly challenged in analyzing the rhetoric of these 

selected texts.  The art of composition within various rhetorical models is also stressed because self-reflection and 

written expression are key components of this curriculum.  Both the background in American literature and the practice 

in rhetoric and composition are designed to aid the students in taking the AP Language and Composition exam.  All 

students are expected to take the PSAT test as part of the accelerated curriculum.  Scores on the AP exam will determine 

college credit earned. 

Summer work required. 

 

3005 English IV 

Grade Level:  12 

Credit:  1 

Students survey the development of British literature from the Anglo-Saxon period to the 20
th

 Century with emphasis 

placed on the interpretation and analysis of great works from each time period.  Skills in reading, thinking, composition, 

public speaking and problem solving as well as working as a team member are stressed.  Writing in response to literature 

will be the primary direction of composition.  Technical writing, resume writing and the term paper are also included in 

the plan of study. All students practice and utilize the MLA format.   

 

3005 English IV Honors 

Grade Level:  12 

Credit:  1 

Recommend: Teacher Recommendation  

Special Note:  Honors English classes are open to any student who is willing to keep pace with the advanced curriculum, 

which involves additional reading, writing and class presentation assignments.   

English IV Honors students survey the culture and literature of Great Britain and its influences worldwide.  Literary 

emphasis is placed on interpretation and composition; public speaking, problem solving and working as a team member 

are stressed.  Writing in response to literature will be the focus of composition, with heavy emphasis on critical thinking 

and analysis as recommended by the College Board.  Students will be expected to demonstrate their analytical and 

critical thinking skills through various types of media.   

 

3014 AP English IV-Literature and Composition 

Grade Level:  12 

Credit:  1 

Recommend: Teacher Recommendation and Writing Sample  

Special Note: Because the summer assignment is mandatory, all future students must be enrolled for AP English IV by 

the beginning of the school year. Advanced Placement English classes are open to any student who is willing to keep 

pace with the extremely rigorous curriculum, which involves additional reading, writing and class presentation 

assignments.  

The Advanced Placement English IV course is a college level course and the work requirements reflect such 

expectations. This course is for students who are willing to devote the energy and time to a very demanding and mature 

curriculum, which promises self-enrichment and the possibility of earning college credit. The course content emphasizes 
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the development of strong analytical and composition skills along with critical reading skills in imaginative and 

discursive literature. Scores earned on the AP exam will determine college credit earned.  

Summer work required.  

 

3097 Great Books I 

Grade Level: 11-12 (offered in the 1
st
  semester only) 

Credit: .5 

Recommend: 2 History/English teacher recommendations, 3.5+ average in English/History Great Books I is the study of 

literature and philosophy that are considered essential reading for the well-educated individual.  The class aims to 

develop careful, analytical reading; thoughtful discussion; and competent, well-reasoned writing.  In addition, through 

the synthesis of reading, discussion, writing, and introspection, students will come to know themselves and their personal 

philosophies. Students are also expected to conduct historical research within groups on each text with the intent to teach 

the class on the given topic. Texts range from selections by Jane Austen to Kate Chopin.  

 

3097 Great Books II 

Grade Level: 11-12 (offered in the 2nd semester only) 

Credit: .5 

Recommend: Two (2) History/English teacher recommendations, 3.5+average in English/History Great Books II 

continues the study of literature and philosophy that began in Great Books I.  Students will read the writings of a wide 

variety of authors such as William Shakespeare, Ayn Rand, and Gabriel Garcia Marquez.  This class will help students to 

further develop their skills in careful reading, critical thinking, literary analysis, reasoned discussion, and thoughtful 

writing. 

 

3012 Creative Writing I 

Grade:  11
th

 and 12
th

 grade only 

Credit: .5 

This semester course is designed to expand the student’s creative writing skills.  Goals of the class are to allow each 

student to become a better writer, a better thinker, and a more effective communicator through the sharing of thoughts 

and ideas.  Writing must be shared with classmates. 

 

3012 Creative Writing II 

Grade Level:  11
th

 and 12
th

 grade only 

Credit: .5, a spring semester course 

This semester course is designed to expand the student’s writing skills.  In-depth writing projects will be required. 

 

3099 Film as Literature 

Grade Level:  11
th

 and 12
th

 grade only 

Credit: .5  

Film as Literature is a semester course that includes viewing and studying such classic films as CITIZEN KANE, 

CASABLANCA, PSYCHO, etc.  The course will explore the art, language, and creators of film.  This course requires a 

critical and an analytical approach to discuss films and to write about films. Students will be expected to adapt literature 

to film and write film critiques. Each student will be expected to read the literature before watching the film adaptation. 

Students will learn cinematography techniques and students will use those terms to take a critical approach to film.  

 

0000 Film as Literature II  

Grade Level:  11
th

 and 12
th

 grade only 

Credit: .5  

Film as Literature II is a semester course that includes viewing, analyzing, and studying such films as The Red Shoes, A 

Streetcar Named Desire, etc.  The course will explore the art, language, and creators of film.  This course requires a 

critical and an analytical approach to discuss films and to write about films. Each student will be responsible for 

completing at least two research projects during the term; this will include analyzing excerpts of literary texts and 

adapting them as written film scripts. Each student will be expected to read the literature before watching the film 

adaptation. Other activities will include in-depth film analysis and film critiques. Students will need prior knowledge of 

cinematography terms and techniques. Prerequisite: Film as Literature I and a 3.5 GPA. 

 

3008 Journalism:  (Newspaper emphasis)  
Grade Level: 10-12  
Credit:  1 
Recommend: Creative Writing or Teacher approval 
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This course allows the student the opportunity to write for publication.  Through classroom activities, students learn 

skills needed to gain a greater understanding of mass media and the communication process.  Students will also have the 

opportunity to learn the skills required to understand the process of photo journalism and page layout design. These skills 

are then intended to be utilized in working toward publishing the school newspaper, The Declaration, after school. 

Students who have received a credit for Journalism are encouraged to take Journalism II.  
 

3097 Journalism II (Yearbook Emphasis) 
Grade Level: 11-12  

Credit: 1  

Recommend: Prior Credit in Journalism I 

Students who have received a prior credit in Journalism will hone their editorial, layout, and writing skills in journalistic 

style. Students will also gain a broader media-centric perspective that includes advertising/marketing, photojournalism, 

and decision-making for a year-end product. These skills are then intended to be utilized in working toward development 

of the school yearbook, The Talon.  

 

3075 English as a Second Language I* 

Credit: 1 (full-year) 

Recommend: Teacher Placement 

English Language Learner I is recommended for students with little or no language proficiency in English.  This course 

is designed to equip the student in the basic skills of grammar, writing, and reading.  After completing the course, the 

student should have a basic vocabulary of frequently used words and should construct simple paragraphs. 

 

3075 English as a Second Language II* 

Credit: 1 (full-year) 

Recommend: Teacher Placement 

English Language Learner II is designed for intermediate non-native English speakers.  The lessons equip the student 

with an understanding of reading skills and an in-depth study of grammatical structures.  The writing process and test 

taking strategies are also explored, enabling the student to function on a higher level in his content classes.  After 

completing the course, the student should be able to edit his/her oral and written English usage. 

 

3075 English as a Second Language III or 3075 English as a Second Language IV* 

Credit: 1 (full-year) 

Recommend: Teacher Placement 

English Language Leaner III and IV are designed to give the intermediate non-native English speaking student detailed 

practice in reading and writing skills.  These courses are also prepared to help the student in test taking strategies that 

will help them with the many requirements for graduation 

 

English Language Acquisition and Application* 

Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit: 2 max per year/ 4 max total 

Recommend: Teacher Placement 

The course, as proposed by the ESL high school specialists, is based on intense literacy instruction that includes reading, 

writing, listening, and speaking skills.  Students will be transitioned into content area classes when success is deemed 

possible.  The eight-credit block is designed to meet the ELL students’ needs.  It is believed that although some students 

will need the entire eight credits to successfully complete high school requirements, there will be others who will need a 

less intensive program.  Continued assessment will address the needs of the individual student. 

 

*Only two credits in ESL may count toward meeting the four-year English requirement.  Two additional credits in ESL 

may be electives. 

 

3081 Content Area Reading 

Grade Level:  9-12 

Credit:  1 

Content Area Reading is an intensive reading intervention program designed to meet the needs of students who are 

reading below grade level.  Through whole class, small group and individual instruction students develop reading and 

writing skills that will aid them in successfully completing classes in all content areas and to succeed in high school. 

Students work at their own pace on a computer program that helps develop reading fluency, spelling and word 

recognition.  They will also do independent self-selected pleasure reading and learn study skills that will help them 

across the curriculum.   While learning these valuable skills, they will also receive 1 credit towards graduation. Students 

may take this course a maximum of two times but will still only earn 1 credit. 
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3501 Visual Art I 

Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit:  1 

Art I gives students a broad experience in creating art while using a variety of art materials.  Students are expected to 

challenge themselves by working outside their comfort zone.  Students will develop a deeper understanding of art, artists, 

ways in which art is created, art language, criticism and history. 

 

3502 Visual Art II 

Grade Level:  10-12 

Credit:  1 

Recommend:  Approval from Art I instructor. 

This course is for serious students and offers more advanced instruction in the areas of drawing and painting and 

printmaking. Students will also work in sculpture media, ceramics, and textiles.  Continued emphasis will be placed on 

art criticism, art vocabulary and art history. 

 

3503/3504 Visual Art III, IV 

Grade Level:  11-12 

Credit:  1 

Recommend:  Instructor approval. 

Students continue two and three dimensional work with emphasis on design and independent study.  New materials and 

techniques will also be explored in the first semester.  Students will be required to declare a major area of emphasis 

during the second semester and develop an independent course of study in that area with instructor guidance.  Students 

will become proficient in art critique and criticism while pursuing an in-depth analysis of contemporary art.  Portfolios 

will be maintained. 

 

3533 Studio Art AP Drawing 

Grade Level: 12 

Credit: 1 

Recommend:  Art III or higher, and approval of instructor 

The Advanced Placement Studio Art Program is for highly motivated high school seniors to do college level work.  

Students are required to fulfill extra studio hours outside of the school day as part of the curriculum.  Students must 

complete and submit a portfolio of work in original and slide format, of a minimum of 24 pieces.  This portfolio is 

evaluated at the end of the school year by AP examiners.  The AP Studio Art candidates prepare their portfolios through 

organized AP instruction beginning the summer before 12
th

 grade.  The AP Drawing Portfolio addresses problems of 

drawing issues and consists of most forms of mark making media:  drawing, painting, printmaking, mixed media, etc. 

Pending approval 

 

3545  Studio Art AP 2D Design 

Grade Level: 12 

Credit: 1 

Recommend:  Art III or higher, and approval of instructor 

The Advanced Placement Studio Art Program is for highly motivated high school seniors to do college level work.  

Students are required to fulfill extra studio hours outside of the school day as part of the curriculum.  Students must 

complete and submit a portfolio of work in original and slide format, of a minimum of 24 pieces.  This portfolio is 

evaluated at the end of the school year by AP examiners.  The AP Studio Art candidates prepare their portfolios through 

organized AP instruction beginning the summer before 12
th

 grade.  The AP 2D Design Portfolio addresses problems of 

design principles and consists of any forms of 2D work including digital imaging, digital and film photography, and 

drawing, painting, mixed media, printmaking, etc. Graphic design, weaving, fabric design, illustration are other examples 

of medium which may be submitted.  

 

3544 Studio Art AP 3D Design 

Grade Level: 12 

Recommend:  Art III or higher, and approval of instructor 

FINE ARTS 
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The Advanced Placement Studio Art Program is for highly motivated high school seniors to do college level work.  

Students are required to fulfill extra studio hours outside of the school day as part of the curriculum.  Students must 

complete and submit a portfolio of work in original and slide format, of a minimum of 25 pieces.  This portfolio is 

evaluated at the end of the school year by AP examiners.  The AP Studio Art candidates prepare their portfolios through 

organized AP instruction beginning the summer before 12
th  

grade.  3D Design students demonstrate their understanding 

of design principles as they relate to depth and space.  Issues can be explored through additive, subtractive and/or 

fabrication processes.  These can include figurative and nonfigurative sculpture, architectural models, metal work, 

ceramics and 3D fiber arts, among others. 

 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 

Requirement all three bands: Out-of-school rehearsals and performances. Students must meet requirements to be eligible 

for optional activities such as honor band, solo and ensemble, competitions and trips. This constitutes being a member in 

good standing of the Independence Band program. IHS Marching Band rehearses after school on weekdays, and 

performs at football games, festivals, competitions and other events. Information about Marching Band and other band 

activities is available in the Independence Band Handbook. 

 

3530 Instrumental Music: Concert Band (Percussion/Woodwind/Brass) 

Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit: 1-Full Year 

This ensemble develops basic playing skills, such as tone production, rhythmic proficiency, intonation, and technical 

ability, preparation and performance of fine concert band literature. Out-of-school rehearsals are required, especially in 

preparation for concerts programs and festivals. Students are strongly encouraged to participate in the IHS Marching 

Band.   

 

3530 Instrumental Music: Symphonic Band 

Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit: 1-Full Year 

Recommend: Teacher approval 

For more advanced instrumentalists than Concert Band level, this class concentrates on the further development of 

individual and ensemble playing skill, with emphasis on the performance aspects of wind and percussion music and the 

rich heritage of bands, as well as the preparation and performance of the finest band literature. Students are strongly 

encouraged to participate in the IHS Marching Band.   

 

3530 Instrumental Music: Wind Ensemble 

Grade Level: 10-12 

Credit: 1-Full Year 

Recommended Prerequisite: Concert Band 

This is a select ensemble, which focuses on the preparation and performance of the finest of wind band literature and the 

rich heritage of bands. Great emphasis is placed on individual musical responsibility, in that students are one or two-on-

a-part.  Students are strongly encouraged to participate in the IHS Marching Band, several concert and community 

programs, and in concert festivals.  

Membership is by audition only. 

 

3530 Instrumental Music: Percussion Methods 
Grade Level: 9-10 

Credit: 1-Full Year 

Percussion methods cover all playing styles, rudiments, techniques and instruments of the percussion section.  Students 

will be prepared to perform with the concert ensembles and have a thorough knowledge of complete percussion 

performance.  Participation includes rehearsals outside of the school day. 

 

3530 Instrumental Music: Methods 
Grade Level: 9-11 

Credit: 1-Full Year 

Designed for the student that has little or no experience playing a wind or percussion instrument, this course prepares 

students for further participation in high school band.  Participation includes rehearsals outside of the school day. 

 

3530 Instrumental Music: Guitar 

Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit: 1-Full Year 
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The is a beginning guitar class covering the basics of guitar playing, to include chord strumming, single-note playing, 

and fingerpicking styles, as well as music reading and the fundamentals of chord structure.  Nylon-stringed instruments 

are recommended, but steel strings are acceptable. Participation includes rehearsals outside of the school day.  

 

3530 Instrumental Music: Guitar II 

Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit: 1-Full Year 

This is an advanced guitar class covering advanced guitar playing. Nylon-stringed instruments are recommended, but 

steel strings are acceptable. Participation includes rehearsals outside of the school day. 

 

3505 General Music 

Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit: 1-Full Year 

In this experienced-based course, students survey music and its role in their lives. It is an active study of how music says 

who we are as human beings, and how we express ourselves. Major styles and periods of music are considered, along 

with representative composers. This course is open to anyone who is interested in learning how to listen to music with 

greater understanding. 

 

3514 Music Theory 

Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit: 1 

Music Theory is a course that seeks to give students in grades 9-12 advanced experiences in the principles of analysis 

and composition. The course will include instruction in fundamentals of tonal harmony and ear-training. The course will 

encourage the application of the concepts presented, culminating in original compositions. 

 

3535 AP Music Theory 

Grade Level: 11-12 

Credit: 1-Full Year 

Recommend:  Teacher recommendation only. 

The ultimate goal of an AP Music Theory course is to develop a student’s ability to recognize, understand, and describe 

the basic materials and processes of music that are heard or presented in a score.  The achievement of this goal may be 

best promoted by integrated approaches to the student’s development of: aural skills through listening exercises; sight-

singing skills through performance exercises; written skills through written exercises; compositional skills through 

creative exercises; and analytical skills through critical examination. 

 

CHORAL MUSIC 

Requirement for all choral classes: Out of school times for rehearsals and performances. All members of the choral 

department comprise the membership of the Grand Chorus. The Grand Chorus performs in several major concerts 

annually and competes in District and State Choral Festivals. Uniforms are required for performances. Complete 

information including policies, procedures, and dates for choral events is available in the Choral Music Handbook. 

 

3531 Vocal Music: Beginning Chorus 

Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit: 1 Full Year 

This class is designed for the beginning vocal student to prepare for membership in the chorus or Camarata.  

Participation includes rehearsals outside of the school day. 

 

3531 Vocal Music: Concert Choir (Men’s /Women’s) 
Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit: 1-Full Year 

This course focuses on singing skills, including breathing technique, proper use and care of the voice, music reading 

skills, and choral ensemble skills. Students should have a desire to sing well. This ensemble performs in several major 

concerts annually and competes in local and state choral festivals. Out of school rehearsals are required before each 

concert or festival. 

 

3531 Vocal Music: Advanced Choir for Women (Camerata) 
Grade Level: 10-12 

Credit: 1-Full Year 

Recommended Prerequisite: Concert Choir 
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Camerata is an intermediate to advanced level course in choral singing. Students should possess basic music reading 

skills and intermediate to advanced vocal skills. Focus is on vocal technique, basic music theory, and music reading 

skills. Students learn collegiate level music. This ensemble performs in three major concerts annually and competes in 

local, state, and national choral festivals. Out of school rehearsals and performances are required.  

Membership is by audition only. 

 

THEATRE ARTS 

Requirement for all Theatre Arts classes: Out of school times for rehearsals and performances. All students enrolled in 

the theatre arts classes at Independence comprise the membership of the Thespians At Play (T.A.P.) Productions. T.A.P. 

produces several major shows annually and competes in District- and State-level Forensics Tournaments and Thespian 

Festivals. Complete information including policies, procedures, and dates for events is available in the T.A.P. 

Productions Handbook. 

 

3525 Dance I: Foundations of Movement 

Grade Level: 11-12 

Credit: 1 

Teacher recommendation will be used if class is full. 

This course is designed for male and female students with an interest in learning and advancing the essential skills of 

dance. It is intended for both the beginning dancer or for the intermediate dancer who wishes to refine his or her 

technique and discover new approaches to common challenges. Particular attention will be given to increasing students’ 

flexibility, small muscle strength/control, and musicality. Movement, choreography, music and other coursework will 

include study of important contributors to a variety of genres in dance, including ballet, tap, jazz, ballroom, and musical 

theatre.  In-class and public performances are required for this course. 

 

3520 Theatre Arts I: Introduction to Theatre Performance 

Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit: 1  

This is entry-level class for all students with a strong interest in theatre performance.  Theatre Arts I offers each student 

principles of public speaking and communication followed by a broad overview of theatre history, acting, technical 

theatre and aesthetics. In-class and public performances are required in this course. 

 

3521 Theatre Arts II: Acting for Performance 

Grade Level:  9-12 

Credit:  1 

Recommend: Successful completion of Theatre Arts I or audition/teacher recommendation. 

Teacher recommendation will be used if class is full. 

This course will survey the history of theatre focusing on the concepts of publicity, makeup, costumes, props, and set 

construction from the different historical genres. Students will perform a variety of scenes employing practical 

applications in script analysis, rehearsal techniques, stage makeup and theatre safety.  In-class and public performances 

are required in this course. 

 

3522 Theatre Arts III: Advanced Acting 

Grade Level: 10-12 

Credit:  1 

Recommend: Successful completion of Theater Arts II  

Teacher recommendation will be used if class is full. 

Deeply rooted in the New York Studio Systems approach to acting, this advanced course focuses on putting the students’ 

previous learning and experience into practice.  Major emphasis will be on the process of acting with attention to the 

audition process, resumes, relaxation techniques, dialogue study, character analysis and beginning directing. This course 

requires hours outside of the classroom as students will be responsible for producing a theatrical presentation outside of 

class time to the school and community. 

 

3523 Theatre Arts IV: Directing and Theatre Projects  

Grade Level: 10-12 

Credit: 1 

Recommend: Successful completion of Theater Arts II and III, substantial prior involvement in school or community 

theatrical productions  

Teacher recommendation will be used if class is full. 

This advanced course provides the student with the opportunity to focus intensely on any area of theatre performance.  

Under supervision of the theater director, students select and complete a theatre project that emphasizes his/her strengths 
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and interests. Written proposals must meet the course requirements and have the approval of the theatre staff.  Students 

will be responsible for producing a theatrical presentation outside of class time to the school and community. 

 

3594 Theatre Arts Production 

Grade level: 11-12 

Credit: 1 

Recommend: Successful completion of Theater Arts II and III, substantial prior involvement in school or community 

theatrical productions  

Teacher recommendation will be used if class is full. 

This advanced course involves the detailed aspects of theatre design and management. The students will study the basics 

in drafting floor plans and elevations, lighting and audio design, set construction and other technical elements needed to 

mount a production.  Steps are taken to formulate a detailed design for a play and implement a management plan for 

running a show. Students will apply concepts and skills learned to all school productions and events; therefore, this 

course requires hours outside of the classroom. 

 

 

Two consecutive years of the same language at the high school level are required for the university preparatory 

curriculum. A student on a technical path is not required to complete a world language.  Many universities now require at 

least 3 years of the same world language.  Please consult your university of choice to verify the requirements. 

 

3041 French I 

3021 Spanish I 

3051 German I 

Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit: 1 

This is a college preparatory class. 

Recommend:  A grade of ñBò or above in English the previous year. 

Level I emphasizes essential grammar and expressions needed to communicate at a basic level.  Students also explore 

similarities and differences between our culture and the cultures of other countries.  Classroom activities provide 

students the maximum opportunities to speak, write, and understand the language through reading and listening.  The 

students create and perform dialogues and short skits and write original compositions to fortify their understanding.  

Learning extensive vocabulary is required.  These classes are interactive and require daily student participation in the 

target language. 

 

3042 French II 

3022 Spanish II 

3052 German II 

Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit: 1 

This is a college preparatory class. 

Requirement: Passing grade in level I of the same language. 

Recommended Prerequisite: Grade of C or above in the level I course. 

Students continue to develop proficiency in all four language skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing with 

emphasis on the ability to communicate conversationally.  Students create and perform dialogues and short skits and 

write original compositions to strengthen their comprehension.  Learning extensive vocabulary is required.  These 

classes are interactive and require daily student participation in the target language.   

 

3041 French I H 

3021 Spanish I H 

3051 German I H 

Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit: 1 

This is a college preparatory class. 

Recommended: A grade of ñAò or above in English the previous year. 

These classes are for the students who plan to take level II Honors and even go on to level III Honors and IV Honors. 

Level I Honors emphasizes essential grammar and expressions needed to communicate as well as read and write.  

Students explore similarities and differences between our culture and the cultures of other countries.  Classroom 

WORLD LANGUAGES 
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activities provide students the maximum opportunities to speak, write, and understand the original compositions to 

fortify their understanding.  Learning extensive vocabulary is required.  These courses are interactive and require daily 

student participation in the target language.  Each student will take the National Exam during second semester. 

 

3042 French II Honors 

3022 Spanish II Honors 

3052 German II Honors 

Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit: 1  

This is a college preparatory class. 

Recommend:  Teacher recommendation and student must have maintained a grade of 88% or higher in level I. 

Level II Honors encompasses all of the goals of Level II, but the students will advance at an accelerated pace in 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  Cultural and literary selections complement these objectives.  Weekly writing 

assignments will include essays, journals, and diaries.  Learning extensive vocabulary and speaking assessments are 

required.  Students create and perform dialogues and skits.  These classes are interactive and require daily student 

participation.  Class activities are conducted in the target language and students are required to participate in the target 

language.  Each student will take the National Exam during second semester. 

Summer work is required for these courses.  Please check the website for detailed summer work assignments by 

June 1st. 
 

3043 French III Honors 

3023 Spanish III Honors 

3057 German III Honors 

Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit: 1 

This is a college preparatory class.  

Recommend:  Teacher recommendation and a grade of 88% or higher in level II. 

Students continue to develop proficiency in all four language skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing with 

emphasis on consistent and sustained use of the language.  Speaking and writing assignments are required. This is a 

college level course insofar as the grammatical structures and vocabulary. Class activities are conducted in the target 

language and students are required to use the target language. Each student will take the National Exam during second 

semester. 

Summer work is required for these courses.  Please check the website for detailed summer work assignments by 

June 1st. 
 

3044 French IV Honors 

3024 Spanish IV Honors 

3057 German IV Honors 

Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit: 1 

This is a college preparatory class. 

Recommend:  Teacher recommendation and a grade of 88% or higher in level III Honor.. 

This course emphasizes complex grammatical and syntactical structures, classic and modern literature, culture, history, 

geography and authentic reading material.  All work is done in the target language.  Weekly speaking and writing 

assignments are required.  Students will compose original stories and literary critiques and perform their own dialogues 

and skits. Each student will take the National Exam during second semester. 

Summer work is required for these courses.  Please check the website for detailed summer work assignments by 

June 1st. 
 

3045 AP French:  Language 

3025 AP Spanish: Language 

Grade Level:  11-12 

Credit:  1 

Recommend:  Teacher recommendation only 

This is a college level course with multiple texts and students are expected to take the AP exam.  Weekly voice 

recordings and writing assignment (200 words) are required.  The students are also expected to work independently to 

pursue the goal of reaching proficiency in listening, speaking, reading and writing.  The students are expected to listen to 

the target language outside of class and engage in opportunities in the community to develop those skills. Summer work 

is required for these courses.  Please check the website for detailed summer work assignments by June 1st. 
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3026 AP Spanish: Literature 

Grade Level:  11-12 

Credit:  1 

Recommend:  Teacher recommendation only 

The students will analyze texts from all genres in Latin American literature.  Principal authors include:  Matute, 

Unamuno, Garcia Lorca, Dario, Cortazar, Cervantes, Borges, and Garcia Marquez.   Students will read and analyze short 

stories, poetry, essays and short novels.   Weekly writing assignments are required.  The students are expected to take the 

AP exam. Summer work is required for this course.  Please check the website for detailed summer work 

assignments by June 1st. 
 

3031 Latin I Honors 

Grade Level:  9-12 

Credit: 1 

Recommendation of English Teacher required. Only offered on even school years (i.e. 2008-2009, 2010-2011). Due to 

shortage of Latin teachers throughout the United States, this course sequence should not be started to satisfy language 

credits after the studentôs sophomore year. 

Latin I Honors students are introduced to the principles of Latin grammar, basic vocabulary, and English derivatives at 

an accelerated pace.  The class focuses on learning the basic grammar skills of Latin to increase fluency in reading and 

writing.  Focus is strongly placed on the study and understanding of Roman mythology, culture, and history.  Latin is the 

language of archaeology, architecture, law, engineering and medical studies. 

 

3032 Latin II Honors 

Grade Level:  10-12 

Credit:  1 

Recommended Prerequisite:  Grade of C or above in Latin I-Honors. Only offered on odd school years (i.e. 2007-2008, 

2009-2010) 

Latin II Honor students will continue the process of understanding Latin grammatical structures, vocabulary expansion, 

and English derivatives.  Students will complete the formal study of Latin grammar and advance to the study of Latin 

literature.  Continued focus is placed on Roman mythology, culture and history. Summer work may be required for 

this course.  Please check the website for detailed summer work assignments by June 1st. 
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Mathematics students in Algebra I and above will be using a graphing calculator.  Students are encouraged to purchase 

one of the TI-83 or TI-84 models. 

 

The curriculum for all Standard and Honors classes includes the same required basic concepts.  Honors classes study 

additional, more difficult concepts at a more rapid pace.  A successful Honors student must have mature study skills in 

order to be prepared for the challenge of the Honors level work. 

 

Registration for ALL math classes requires students to obtain the recommendation of their current math teacher.  
The recommended prerequisite for all Honors level classes is by teacher recommendation or by completion of the 

previous Honors class with a grade of A or B. 

 

3102 Algebra I 

Credit: 1 

Recommended Pre-requisite: Strongly recommended that students complete a Pre-Algebra Based course 

Algebraic concepts such as solving linear equations with one variable, factoring polynomials, solving quadratic 

equations by factorization, graphing linear equations, and introduction of irrational number are explored.  Students 

should develop skills to prepare them for Geometry and Algebra II.  Students will take the State of Tennessee’s Gateway 

Algebra I test in the spring.  This will count 15% of the student’s second semester grade.  Passing this test is required in 

order to earn a high school diploma. 

 

3103 Algebra II 

Credit: 1 

Recommend: Successful completion of Geometry 

Algebra II covers all of the concepts in Algebra I and expands on those concepts. Functions and quadratics are covered 

in more detail. The concepts of exponential and logarithmic functions, probability and statistics, matrices and 

determinants, and conic sections are introduced. Completion of Algebra II (or Integrated Math III) is a requirement for 

entrance into state colleges. 

 

3103 Algebra II Honors 

Credit: 1 

Recommend: Successful completion of Geometry Honors, or teacher recommendation; 

Students continue their study of algebraic functions with an emphasis on solving linear systems, matrix operations, 

factoring, polynomial function, exponential and logarithmic functions, and an introduction to conics.  Students will be 

challenged to work at an accelerated pace.  Assignments will vary from individual, group, project-based explorations, 

and technology simulations with the graphing calculator. 

Summer work required. 

 

3108 Geometry 

Credit: 1 

Recommend: Successful completion of Algebra I Students will learn to utilize inductive and deductive reasoning in 

problem solving and proofs. Areas of study also include properties of geometric figures, applications of algebraic 

concepts, Pythagorean Theorem, basic trigonometric functions, and reasoning skills. 

 

3108 Geometry Honors 

Credit: 1 

Recommend: Successful completion of Algebra I in 8
th
 grade or teacher recommendation 

Areas studied in Geometry include properties of basic geometric shapes, formal proof using direct and indirect 

reasoning, studies of plane figures, construction.  Students will also explore coordinate geometry and apply algebraic 

thinking.  Success in Honors Geometry requires strong study skills, strong logical thinking skills, strong language skills, 

and a great inquisitive nature. 

 

3122 Technical Geometry 

Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit: 1 

Recommended Prerequisite: Algebra I 

MATHEMATICS 
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Technical Geometry incorporates the same core geometric concepts required in a standard geometry course but includes 

additional topics that focus on career and technical applications.  These concepts will be taught using practical 

applications in a contextual style of teaching, including labs and projects. The structure of the course will include 

teaching groups of skills and concepts followed by their incorporation in a real world application and setting. A credit in 

Geometry is one of the three math graduation requirements on the university path; students must check with their 

counselor to determine if the university of their choice regards Technical Geometry as a fulfillment of that requirement.  

Technical Geometry will count as the Geometry math credit required for graduation.  Technology path students who 

enter high school in 2005 or later must have at least one of the following:  Technical Geometry, Geometry or Algebra II 

credit.   

 

3124 Advanced Algebra & Trigonometry  

Credit:  1 

Recommend: Successful completion of Integrated Math III, Algebra II  

This course involves pre-calculus mathematics, including trigonometric functions and applications, complex numbers, 

probability, logic properties and principles, sequence, series, limits and vectors.   

 

3135 Discrete Math with Statistics and Probability 

Credit: 1 

Recommend: Successful completion of Algebra II 

Students explore sets and systems with a countable number of elements. Explorations encompass problem solving 

through communicating, reasoning, connecting estimating assessing data and using technology. Discrete math is 

important for potential application to computer science, but also explores geometry, probability and statistics. Students 

are prepared for college statistics and computer science. 

 

3126 Pre-Calculus 

Credit: 1 

Recommend:  Successful completion of Algebra II or Algebra II Honors 

Students will spend the majority of the first semester studying trigonometry.  The second semester will be spent on 

algebraic and exponential functions, conic sections, sequences and series, and probability.  The goal of Pre-Calculus is to 

prepare the student to study Calculus.   

 

3126 Pre-Calculus Honors 

Credit:  1 

Recommend: Successful completion of Algebra II Honors  

Students will spend the majority of the first semester studying trigonometry.  The second semester will be spent on 

algebraic and exponential functions, conic sections, sequences and series, and probability.  The goal of Pre-Calculus is to 

prepare the student to study Calculus.  The Honors Course will move at a faster pace, study more in depth, and cover 

additional topics. 

 

3127 AP Calculus AB 

Credit:  1 

Recommend: Successful completion of Pre-Calculus Honors AND teacher recommendation 

AP Calculus (AB) covers the material studied in a first semester calculus courses in college.  This course introduces the 

concepts of limits, derivatives with applications, and integrals with applications.  College credit may be awarded based 

on the student’s score on the AP exam.  It is expected that students in this course will take the AP exam at the end of the 

school year.  The use of a graphing calculator is required in this course.  This course is recommended for students who 

might seek a college major requiring much mathematics (i.e. math, science, engineering…). 

Summer work required. 

 

3128 AP Calculus BC 

Credit: 1 

Recommend: Successful completion of Pre-Calculus Honors AND teacher recommendation 

AP Calculus (BC) covers the material studied in both first and second semester calculus courses in college.  This course 

introduces the concepts of limits, derivatives with applications, and integrals with applications.  In addition to the 

material covered in the AB course, students will also study sequences and series as well as advanced integration 

techniques.  College credit may be awarded based ion the student’s score on the AP exam.  It is expected that students in 

this course will take the AP exam at the end of the school year.  The use of a graphing calculator is required in this 

course.  This course is recommended for students who might seek a college major requiring much mathematics (i.e. 

math, science, engineering…).   

Summer work required. 
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3113  Calculus Honors 

Credit: 1 

Recommend: Successful completion of Pre-Calculus Honors or Pre-Calculus 

Honors Calculus will cover most of the material studied in  a first semester calculus class in college, but students will not 

be required to go “as deep” as the AP calculus students will.  This class will move at a slower pace and will prepare 

students to take calculus in college rather than to test out of it.  Students in Honors Calculus will study the concepts of 

limits, derivatives, and integrals, and they will become very familiar with the calculations required by hand as well as on 

the graphing calculator.  This course is recommended for students who plan to study business as well as any of the 

sciences in college. 

 

3129 AP Statistics  

Credit: 1 

Recommend: Successful completion Algebra II Honors or teacher recommendation 

A wide variety of topics will be covered including exploring data: planning a study (deciding what and how to measure); 

anticipating patterns (introducing probability and simulation); and statistical inference. Successful AP Statistics students 

have strong reading and writing skills as well as analytical abilities.  Graphing calculator statistical capabilities will be 

explored including univariate and bivariate displays such as histograms, box-plots, scatter plots and linear regression 

analysis. College credit awarded based on student’s score on the AP exam. 

 

3136  Statistics 

Credit: 1 

Recommend: Successful completion of Integrated III or Algebra II 

This course is designed to have students study data collection, analysis, interpretation, probability, and statistical 

inference. Students are prepared for college statistics courses. 
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3202 Physical Science 

Grade Level:  9-10 

Credit:  1 

Physical Science is an introduction to basic chemistry and physics.  The student will conduct a study of matter, energy 

and force.  This will include kinetic, potential, and mechanical energy, motion, force, and the structure and interactions 

of matter.  Students will take a State of Tennessee end-of-course test.  This test will count for 15% of the student’s 

second semester grade. This course is a lab science. 

 

3210 Biology I 

Grade Level:  9-12 

Credit:  1 

Biology is the study of all living organisms.  Students will investigate the cell, genetics, diversity of organisms, 

interactions, photosynthesis, respiration, and evolution.    The course will be taught with an emphasis on hands-on 

learning and technology and relevancy to major life issues and career choices.  Students will take the State of 

Tennessee’s Gateway Biology test in the spring.  This will count 15% of the student’s second semester grade.  Passing 

this test is required in order to earn a high school diploma. This course is a lab science. 

 

3210 Biology I Honors 

Grade Level:  9-10 

Credit:  1 

Recommend:  A 91% average in Physical Science  

This is a more in depth study of topics presented in biology.  Students will use critical thinking skills and process skills 

as they analyze their scientific work.  Students will be asked to integrate scientific facts into abstract processes as they 

make decisions and value judgments.  Outside reading will be required.  Students will take the State of Tennessee’s 

Gateway Biology test in the spring.  This will count 15% of the student’s second semester grade.  Passing this test is 

required in order to earn a high school diploma. This course is recommended to prepare for AP Biology and is a lab 

science. 

 

3221 Chemistry I 

Grade Level:  10-12 

Credit:  1 

Recommend:  Successful completion of Physical Science or Biology; Enrolled in or completed Algebra II; Ability to 

solve one-variable equations 

Chemical concepts and principles are developed in a logical yet flexible order, which is interesting and challenging for 

students.  Strong emphasis is given to self-discovery and self-verification through direct laboratory experiences.   Topics 

include atomic structure, formula writing, chemical equations, chemical reactions, ionization, equilibrium and others.  

This course is a lab science. 

 

3221 Chemistry I Honors 

Grade Level:  10-12 

Credit:  1 

Recommend: A 91% average in standard Physical Science or Biology or an 85% average in Honors Physical Science or 

Honors Biology; Ability to solve one-variable equations; Enrolled in or completed Algebra II 

Chemistry concepts and principles are studied with a more in-depth focus and at a more accelerated pace than standard 

chemistry.  Topics include stoichiometry, thermochemistry, bonding theories, electrochemistry and organic chemistry.  

Additional reading is required for this course.  This course is recommended to prepare for AP Chemistry.  This course is 

a lab science. 

 

3251 Human Anatomy and Physiology Honors 

Grade Level: 11-12 

Credit: 1 

Recommend:  A 91% average in standard Biology and Chemistry or an 85% average in Honors Biology and Honors 

Chemistry.  Science Teacher Recommendation 

This course studies the structure and function of the human body using a college level text and many lab exercises.  It is 

more in depth than the standard anatomy and physiology course and moves at a faster pace, requiring excellent study 

SCIENCE 
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habits.  This is highly recommended for students planning to go into a biological or medical career. Dissection is 

required. This course is a lab science. 

 

3231 Physics 

Grade Level: 10-12 

Credit: 1 

Recommend: Successful completion of Algebra II/Algebra II Honors 

Physics is the study of matter and energy and the relationship between them. Topics include mechanics and electricity. 

Laboratory and strong algebra skills required for problem solving. This course is a lab science. 

 

3231 Physics Honors 

Grade Level:  11-12 

Credit:  1 

Recommend:  A 91% average in Algebra II or an 85% average in Algebra II Honors; Familiarity with trigonometric 

functions; Science Teacher Recommendation 

This advance study of the nature of scientific laws and theories requires extensive laboratory work.  A thorough 

knowledge of mathematical procedures, such as problems dealing with force, motion and energy are explored.  

Additional reading is required for this course and will be assigned by the teacher.  Physics is highly recommended for 

those students who plan to pursue a science related major in college or a scientific career. This course is a lab science. 

 

3260 Environmental Science 

Grade Level: 10-12 

Credit: 1 

Recommend: Successful completion of physical science and biology 

Ecology is the study of ecological principles and the bio-diversity of life.  This lab-oriented course is aimed toward the 

study of the interactions between organisms and their environments.  This course is a lab science. 

 

3260 Environmental Science Honors 

Grade Level(s): 10-12 

Credit: 1  

Recommend:  A 91% average in Biology or an 85% average in standard Biology, 

Ecology enables students to develop an understanding of the natural environment and the environmental problems the 

world faces.  Students will investigate fundamental ecological principles, population dynamics, natural resources, human 

interactions with the environment, and personal and civic responsibility.  An emphasis will be placed on hands-on 

activities and labs.  This course covers the elements of Ecology with additional open-ended investigations, outside 

reading, and opportunities for critical analysis and application. This course is a lab science. 

 

3225 AP Chemistry 

Grade Level:  11-12 

Credit:  1 

Recommend:  A 91% average in Honors Chemistry and a 91% average in Honors Algebra II; Science Teacher and Math 

Teacher Recommendation 

The goal of this AP course is to be the equivalent of a college General Chemistry course and is highly recommended to 

Chemistry and Biology majors.  Students will attain a greater depth of understanding of topics such as the structure of 

matter, kinetic theory of gases, chemical equilibria, chemical kinetics, thermodynamics, quantitative determinations, and 

acid base theory.  The students will gain competence in problem solving technique and develop clarity of logic and be 

able to express their ideas orally and written.  The course also emphasizes college level labs and materials.  Additional 

reading outside of the course text is required.  Scores on the AP exam may earn the student college credit or advanced 

placement depending on the policy of the particular college. 

See website for required summer assignments. This course is a lab science. 

 

3217 AP Biology 

Grade Level:  11-12 

Credit:  1 

Recommend:  A 91% average in Honors Biology and Honors Chemistry; Science Teacher Recommendation 

AP Biology is the equivalent of a college introductory biology course.  Major themes include molecules and cells, 

genetics, evolution, organisms, and populations. Understanding biological processes will be the primary focus of study.  

This course is highly recommended for students who plan to major in a science in college, especially those planning to 

major in pre-med, biology, or chemistry. Twelve labs equivalent to college labs will be completed.  Scores on the AP 
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exam may earn the student college credit or advanced placement, depending on the policy of the particular college. This 

course is a lab science. 

 

3233 AP Physics B  

Grade Level: 11-12 

Credit:  1 

Recommend:  A 91% average in Honors Physics  and a 91%  average in Honors Algebra II ; 

Science Teacher Recommendation 

Areas of emphasis in this course include mechanics, electricity, and magnetism. Students who plan to specialize in 

physical science or engineering should consider this area of study.  Scores on the AP exam may earn the student college 

credit or advanced placement, depending on the policy of the particular college. This course is a lab science. 

 

3299 Astronomy 

Grade Level: 11-12 

Credit: 1 

Recommend: Completion of chemistry and concurrent Algebra II. 

Astronomy is a practical study of how we observe the heavens; the solar system, stars, and other celestial bodies.  

Emphasis will be placed on methods of locating objects in the night sky and how to use a telescope.  There will be an 

evening group observation required each semester.  This course is an elective and may not count as one of the three 

sciences required for graduation.  
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3401 World History 

Grade Level:  9 

Credit:  1 

This course meets the World History requirement for graduation. 

First semester will focus on pre-history through the Middle Ages.  Second semester will begin with the Age of 

Renaissance and Reformation.  Early civilizations, early inventions and world religions will be discussed.  Second 

semester will center on the 1500’s through the present.  Emphasis will be placed on world revolutions and the World 

Wars. 

 

3401 World History Honors 

Grade Level:  9 

Credit:  1 

Recommend: ñAò average in 8
th
 grade history and teacher recommendation. 

This course meets the World History requirement for graduation. 

Honors World History will cover the same curriculum as standard World History with increased emphasis on the 

analysis and interpretation of history through primary documents.  This course will incorporate independent research, 

world literature and analytical reading and writing assignments. Students will be required to read 2 books during the 

school year and complete weekly essays. 

 

3405 U.S. History  

Grade Level: 11 

Credit: 1  

This course meets the U.S. History requirement for graduation. 

In United States History, students study the history of the United States Reconstruction to the present.  

 U.S. History examines the origins and contributions of the events and personalities that have defined the American 

experience.  This course will briefly review U.S. History up through Reconstruction.  After that, the course will 

concentrate on the industrialization of America, foreign policy and imperialism, the Progressive Movement, the World 

Wars, the Cold War and significant events throughout the 20
th

 century and into the 21
st
. 

 

3405 U.S. History Honors 

Grade Level:  11 

Credit:  1 

Recommend: 85% average in Honors World History; 90% average in World History  

This course meets the U.S. History requirement for graduation 

U.S. History Honors is an accelerated course.  The material covered will be similar to U.S. History but will require more 

detailed work at a faster pace.  In United States History, students study the history of the United States Reconstruction to 

the present. This course will briefly review U.S. History up through Reconstruction.  After that, the course will 

concentrate on the industrialization of America, foreign policy and imperialism, the Progressive Movement, the World 

Wars, the Cold War and significant events throughout the 20
th

 century and into the 21
st
. 

Students will be required to read 2 books during the school year and complete weekly essays. 

 

3440 AP U.S. History  

Grade Level:  11 

Credit:  1 

Recommend: 2 History/English teacher recommendations, 3.5+ average in Honors World History 

This course meets the US History requirement for graduation.  

Advanced Placement U.S. History is a dynamic and intellectually invigorating survey of the political, social, economic 

and cultural developments that have defined the American experience. First semester will cover various issues such as 

America’s constitutional history, slavery, and westward expansion. Second semester emphasizes America’s increasing 

role as a world power in the 19
th

 and 20
th

 centuries.  Students will read and discuss a variety of works by authors such as 

Thomas Paine, Abigail Adams, Alexis De Tocqueville, and Martin Luther King. Scores on the AP exam will determine 

college credit earned. Summer reading is required. Students can expect 4-6 hours of homework per week including 

weekly essays. 

 

SOCIAL  STUDIES 
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3441 AP European History  

Grade Level:  10, 11, 12 

Credit:  1 

Recommend: History/English teacher recommendations, 3.5+ average in Honors World History Advanced Placement 

European History is a challenging and rigorous course of study that surveys the major political, economic and cultural 

achievements of Europe during the years 1450-1990.  The course begins in the 16
th

 century at the rise of the Renaissance 

and concludes with the collapse of communism in 1990. Each student will have an opportunity to engage in independent 

research and writing on topics of personal interest while reading a variety of stimulating, thought-provoking outside 

materials by authors such as Niccolo Machiavelli, Voltaire, Napoleon Bonaparte, Karl Marx and Adolf Hitler.  Scores on 

the AP exam will determine college credit earned. Summer reading is required.  Students can expect 4-6 hours of 

homework per week, including a weekly essay. 
 

3407 U.S. Government 

Grade Level:  12 

Credit:  .5 (half year) 

This course meets the Government requirement for graduation.  

This course is a one-semester look at the processes and institutions that shape our political system.  Students will 

examine the foundations of our government, as well as, the electoral process, and fundamental rights and freedoms 

through readings, discussions, and simulations. 

 

 3445 AP U.S. Government and Politics 

Grade Level:  12 (offered 2
nd

 semester only) 

Credit:  .5 (half year) 

Recommend: One History teacher recommendation, One English Teacher recommendation 

This course meets the Government requirement for graduation.   

This course is an exploration of the philosophies, systems, and institutions of the United States government.  Topics to 

be covered include the origins of the American system, campaigns, and election politics, media, formation of public 

policy, civil rights and civil liberties, among others.  The course will focus on critical reading and analysis of events in 

both American history and current United States politics. Scores on the AP exam will determine college credit earned. 

Summer work required. 

 

3431 Economics 

Grade Level:  12 

Credit:  .5 (half year) 

This course meets the Economics requirement for graduation.  

Economics provides high school seniors an opportunity to study the modern economic society, inflation, unemployment, 

banking, consumer and firm behavior, pricing of goods and services, and an overview of the American economy and 

stock market.  Outside speakers will be used where applicable. 

 

3431 Economics Honors 

Grade Level:  12 

Credit:  .5 (half year) 

This course meets the Economics requirement for graduation.   

This class will be a challenging study of the American economic system.  Students will learn about the international 

economic system, stock markets, consumer and firm behavior, pricing, banking and monetary and fiscal policies that 

affect our world today.  Also, a study of the stock market’s effects on the American economy will be covered.  A stock 

market game will also be a part of the curriculum.  Outside speakers will be used where applicable.  

 

3433  Psychology 

Grade Level:  11-12  

Credit: 1  

Psychology includes physiological processes, personality theory, stress management, research processes, six schools of 

psychology, suicide and depression, and personality assessment.  The second semester continues seeking to understand 

human behavior. Main topics of study include motivation, emotion, abnormal behavior, social psychology, and human 

development.   

 

3447 AP Psychology 

Grade Level:  11-12 

Credit: 1 

Recommend: Teacher recommendation  
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This course is also available as an E-course. 

Major content areas include history and approaches to psychology, research methods, statistics, ethics in research, 

biological bases of behavior, sensation and perception states of consciousness, learning theory, cognition motivation and 

emotion, developmental psychology, personality theory, testing and individual differences, abnormal psychology, 

treatment of psychological disorders, and social psychology.  This course will prepare students to take the psychology 

AP exam. 

Summer work required. 

 

3435 Contemporary Issues  

Grade Level:  10-12 

Credit: .5 (half-year) 

In Contemporary Issues, students study various dynamic issues facing today’s society enabling them to discover their 

values and responsibilities as citizens in that society.  Students will utilize different learning methods to research, 

discuss, debate and formulate opinions on those contemporary issues.  Students will explore similarities and differences 

among people, including their beliefs, knowledge, changes, values, and tradition. 

 

3403 Modern History 

Grade Level: 10-12 

Credit: .5 (half-year) 

In modern History, students will focus on the world wide chronological events, and significant persons from the Great 

Depression era to today.  The six social studies standards of essential content knowledge and four process skills are 

integrated for instructional purposes.  Students will utilize different learning methods to research, discuss, debate and 

formulate opinions on modern historical events as it relates not only to America’s developing history but also the world’s 

unfolding events. 

 

3432 Sociology  

Grade Level:  10-12 

Credit: .5 (half-year) 

This course identifies basic human relationships that are essential to survival in modern society and assists students in 

understanding and applying this knowledge in their everyday lives.  Students will engage in various outside research 

projects and readings to help reinforce the conceptual foundations of Sociology. 

 

3432 African-American History  

Grade Level:  10-12 

Credit: .1 

Students will develop an understanding of the history of the African American people from their appearance in North 

America until the present.  This course is to develop an appreciation for the African American experience.  Discussion, 

lecture, and outside reading will be some of the methods employed in this class. 

 

3404 Native American History 

Grade Level: 10-12 

Credit: .5 (half year) 

Native American History is a one semester course.  Students will obtain an understanding of the history of Native 

Americans from Pre-Colonial America to modern day cultural heritage and preservation.  This course will have an 

increased emphasis on developing a greater appreciation of the Native American experience.  Discussion, lecture and 

outside reading will be some of the methods employed in class.  

 

3404 Classical Greek and Roman Mythology 

Grade Level: 10-12 

Credit: .5 (half year) 

Classical Greek and Roman Mythology will analyze the classical Gods and Goddesses of Ancient Greece and Rome, 

with a particular emphasis on the cultural impact the deities had upon society.  The course will involve lectures, and 

intense reading and interpretation of interactions and past mythological stories.  

 

9358 History of Ideas I & II 

Grade Level:  11-12  

Credit: .5 (half year each) 

Recommend: 2 History/English teacher recs, ñAò average in English & History 

The History of Ideas is the study of historical literature and historical philosophy beginning with texts that are considered 

essential reading for the well-educated individual. The class aims to develop careful, analytical reading; thoughtful 
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discussion; and competent, well-reasoned writing. In addition, through the synthesis of reading, discussion, writing, and 

introspection, students will come to know themselves and their personal philosophies. Texts range from selections by 

classical writers such as Plato and Aristotle to historical literature and folk-tales from Iceland and the Anglo-Saxons.  In 

addition, students will read the writings of authors such as Karl Marx, Sigmund Freud, Martin Luther King, Jr., C.S. 

Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien and discuss these works in Socratic seminars.  

 

3404 American Civil War and Reconstruction 

Grade Level: 10-12 

Credit: .5 (half year) 

This course is an in-depth study of one of the most important eras in American History.  This course will include a 

detailed study of the reasons for the Civil War, the battles and the reconstruction.   Trips to Tennessee battlefields will be 

encouraged as enrichment activities outside of the school day.   
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Ninth Grade (Required) 

 

World History World History Honors 

 

Tenth Grade (Electives) 

 

Modern History 

AP European History 

African American History 

Sociology 

Contemporary Issues 

Native American History 

Greek and Roman Mythology 

 

Eleventh Grade (Required) 

 

United States History United States History 

Honors 

AP United States 

History 

 

Eleventh Grade (Electives) 

 

Modern History 

AP European History 

African American History 

Sociology 

Contemporary Issues 

Native American History 

Greek and Roman Mythology 

AP Psychology 

Psychology 

History of Ideas I/II 

 

Twelfth Grade (Required) 

 

Government/ 

Economics 

Honors Government/ 

Economics 

AP Government/ 

Economics 

 

Twelfth Grade (Electives) 

 

Modern History 

AP European History 

African American History 

Sociology 

Contemporary Issues 

Native American History 

Greek and Roman Mythology 

AP Psychology 

Psychology 

History of Ideas I/II 
   

 

Social Studies Course Sequence 
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3303 Lifetime Wellness 

Grade Level:  9 

Credit:  1 

This course is required for graduation.  Wellness is an integrated curriculum combining physical fitness, health, and 

wellness training for life.  Two years of JROTC is the only substitution allowed for Lifetime Wellness. 

 

3397 Weights and Kinesiology 

Grade Level:  10-12 

Credit:  .5 or 1 (A student may earn no more than 2 credits total in Weights and Kinesiology) 

This course is designed to enhance physical fitness of students through agilities, running, and weights. Due to limited 

space, each student must have successfully completed either their Wellness or JROTC requirements.  Weights and 

Kinesiology I is highly recommended for Independence High Athletes. 

 

3397 Weights and Kinesiology II 

Grade Level: 11-12 

Credit: .5 or 1 (A student may earn no more than 2 credits total in Weights and Kinesiology) 

This course is designed to enhance physical fitness of students through agilities, running, and weights. Due to limited 

space, each student must have successfully completed Weights and Kinesiology I and have satisfied the courses’ rubric 

performance standards to be eligible to take this class. Weights and Kinesiology II is highly recommended for 

Independence High Athletes. 

 

3397 Weights and Kinesiology III  

Grade Level: 11-12 

Credit: 0 – This class should be taken in lieu of a study hall.  

This course is designed to enhance physical fitness of students through agilities, running, and weights. Due to limited 

space, each student must have successfully completed Weights and Kinesiology II requirements. Weights and 

Kinesiology III is highly recommended for Independence High Athletes. 

 

The mission of Army JROTC is “to motivate young people to be better citizens.”  A revised Leadership, Education, and 

Training (LET) curriculum together with Lifetime Wellness instruction provides unique opportunities for our students.  

Programs of instruction include classroom instruction, team building/leadership opportunities, intramural competitions, 

field trips, and summer training.  Through active and performance based learning, students will participate in team 

leadership positions.  All students integrate social and professional activities designed to enhance communicative skills, 

personal fitness, citizenship, self-discipline and self-confidence. 

 

3335 JROTC I** 

Grade Level: 9 

Credit: 1 

Leadership Education and Training I-JROTC is a course in which the student receives basic instruction in leadership 

development, drills and ceremonies, first aid, American Citizenship and history and physical fitness. 

 

3335 JROTC II** 

Grade Level: 10 

Credit: 1 

Leadership Education and Training II-JROTC advances to the intermediate study level of those subjects learned in 

JROTC I with more in-depth study of methods of instruction, positive self-concept, development of managerial skills, 

history of the Army and map reading. 

 

3335 JROTC III 

Grade Level: 11 

Credit: 1 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

JROTC 
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Leadership Education and Training III-JROTC is more intense leadership training with applied problem-solving 

situations, increased study in the psychology of leadership, communication skills, and teaching skills. 

 

3335 JROTC IV 

Grade Level: 12 

Credit: 1 

Leadership Education and Training IV-JROTC is advanced instruction in the role of the Army in support of national 

objectives.  Seniors are encouraged to develop their leadership and managerial skills, written communications 

techniques, human relations skills, and oral communications abilities. 

 

**NOTE: Completion of both JROTC I and II classes fulfills the graduation requirement for Wellness. 

 

3321 Driver Education 

Grade Level:  9-12 

Credit:  .5 

Recommend:  Student must be fifteen years old by July 15 of the summer in which he/she is enrolled. 

Driver Education is designed to help build the student’s confidence so that he/she may handle the unusual situations and 

pressures of driving in today’s complex traffic environment and promote the safe and efficient use of an automobile.  

This course will cover the traffic laws of the State of Tennessee, basic car maneuvers, driving under adverse conditions, 

and preparation for driving in cities, country, urban, residential and freeway areas.  The course meets all state 

requirements.  The course consists of 30 hours of classroom work, 6 hours of behind the wheel training and 18 hours of 

observation.  A fee will be charged to cover the expense of instructor, car rental, gas, and insurance.  Driver Education 

is taught after school. 

 

 

BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION (NCTE-Non-Career and Technical) 

 

3751 or HQ 3749 Business Economics (NCTE) 
Grade Level: 11-12 

Credit: .5 

Recommended Prerequisites: Business Principles, Computer Applications, Keyboarding 

HQ: This course meets the Economics requirement for graduation.  

This course provides an in-depth study of fundamental concepts, free enterprise trading practices, and the various players 

in the economic system. Topics include the production, marketing and distribution of goods and services, as well as the 

roles of financial institutions, the government, and the individual within the free enterprise system. Students will explore 

various careers related to the economy. International trade and economics have become an integral part of business 

economics.  

 

3705 American Business/Legal Systems 

Grade Level: 10-12 

Credit: .5 

This course is designed to acquaint a prospective business student with the working of the marketplace as it relates to 

laws.  Emphasis is placed on contracts and laws and provides students an understanding of the legal framework in which 

American business functions. 

 

OTHER SPECIAL COURSES 

 

5371 Jobs for Tennessee Graduates (CTE) 

Grade Level: 12 

Credit: 1 

Jobs for Tennessee Graduates (JTG) is a school to career program which provides work-based learning experience that 

should lead to career advancement opportunities or to enrollment in a post-secondary institution.  JTG delivers a unique 

set of services to youth in high school, including 12 months of post graduation follow-up services.  Students in JTG 

complete 37 core competencies using the Jobs for America Graduates (JAG) National In School Curriculum Modules.  

DRIVER EDUCATION 

SPECIAL PROGRAMS 
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The course is recommended for seniors. Upon completion of this course students will receive 1 unit of CTE elective 

credit.  A student enrolled in JTG may also elect to earn up to 2 units of related work-based learning (WBL) credit by 

choosing to co-op. 

 

9395 Success Skills through Service Learning 

Grade level: 12 

Credit: .5-1 

Seniors are given the opportunity to experience serving others in the community in a position that receives no wages.  

Students receive .5 credit on a pass/fail basis.  Students travel to their destinations the last period of the school day. 

Documentation and evaluation of student activity is an expectation of this course.  

 

3645 Technology Based Intervention 

Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit: 0.5 – 1 

Recommend: Teacher or counselor referral for remediation 

This course is designed to help students with their individual needs using PLATO computer technology.  Students work 

on individual assignments at their own pace that vary from student to student and subject to subject.  The following is a 

short list of the different types of students enrolled in this course: Students who have not passed the Gateway State 

Assessment (required to enroll); students who are taking Advanced Placement classes online; and any other student who 

would like to build strength in an academic area. 

 

9350 Teen Leadership 

Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit: .5 

Teen Leadership is designed to teach emotional intelligence and leadership skills for use both in and out of school. The 

class focuses on principle based decision making, public speaking, goal setting, school to work transition, peer 

mediation, conflict resolution, and relationship building. 

 

9398 Work Based Learning: Academic Co-op 

Grade Level: 12 

Credit: 1-2 

Required: Must be concurrent with an academic course and students must apply, meet all criteria, and be approved by 

the WBL coordinator. 

Academic Co-op allows students to participate in an on-the-job learning experience. Students will find a job in an area 

related to the base academic course out of which they co-op. Students will receive credit for both classroom and work 

experience. 
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HONORS 

ENGLISH COURSES 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT 

ENGLISH COURSES 

 An expectation exists for a more 

sophisticated level of diction and style in 

student writing 

  MLA style is expected in each piece of 

writing 

 The amount of writing is increased 

including essay tests and objective tests 

 Read at least two books per quarter 

 Read short stories, poems, oral histories, 

and speeches at a fast pace 

 PBAs  (Performance Based Assessments) 

are more challenging 

 Students analyze the major themes, 

characters, symbols, and author’s purpose 

through various forms, including in-class 

discussion, written student responses, 

essays, and projects guided through 

independent study 

 Deadlines are far- reaching 

 Read two major works of literary merit every 

two-three weeks 

 Students are either tested on them, write a paper 

on them, or present a Socratic seminar on them 

 Four compositions are written every nine weeks 

focusing on analysis and argument pertaining to 

the outside reading 

 One of the works is read partially in class and 

finished for homework; the other is read at 

student pace. 

 Has weekly poetry response  

 Has practice AP multiple choice and essay tests 

 Students complete reviews of works to help 

identify literary importance  

 High level of reading comprehension 

 Focus on critical thinking and/or abstract 

reasoning skills 

 Connecting abstract ideas from texts to real-life 

scenarios 

 Emphasis on research papers and the MLA 

format 

 Cross-curricular activities...for example, team-

teaching with history teachers to design units 

that address historical context of literature 

 

HONORS 

SOCIAL STUDIES COURSES 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT 

SOCIAL STUDIES COURSES 

 Greater coverage of material 

 Outside reading required 

 Primary documents used to encourage 

depth 

 Faster pace 

 More difficult text 

 Outside reading, 1 book per semester 

 Greater use of primary documents 

 Faster paced, more in depth 

 More topics covered in detail 

 Independent/self- motivated students 

 Critical thinking/writing skills 

 College level text 

 Extensive use of primary document sources 

 Regular attendance key 

 Summer reading assignments 

 Expected to take AP test in May 

 

  

HONORS VS. AP 
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HONORS MATH COURSES AP MATH COURSES 

 Presentations: the measure is much higher in 

regards to appearance, depth of knowledge 

presented, difference in topics 

 Higher Level questioning: the level is more 

challenging asking students to apply the 

information they learn to new situations not just 

regurgitate it or use it. 

 Use of outside materials will be used for 

additional information.  This could be in the 

area of outside readings of books, magazine 

articles, newspaper articles and internet sources 

 Students must be self-motivated and driven 

to study without teacher direction 

 Homework: 60-90 minutes a night 

 Faster paced 

 Additional topics covered in deeper detail 

 Expectations of taking the AP exam in May 

 

 

HONORS SCIENCES COURSES AP SCIENCE COURSES 

 Outside reading science magazine articles 

presented in class.  

 Longer, higher level assessments 

 Delve deeper into content at a faster pace.   

 More vocabulary to learn. 

 Scientific articles to discuss in class. 

 Dissect more challenging animals (pig, rat, etc) 

 More detailed lab write-ups 

 Labs that are more challenging (gel 

electrophoresis, p-Glo. etc) 

 Students will need to be self-motivated, ask 

questions, have a high level of reading 

comprehension and logical thinking skills, 

possess great writing skills, and have near 

perfect attendance  

 Spend 8-10 hours per week outside of 

school– there is a lot of reading or problem 

solving to do throughout the year.  

 Summer Reading 

 It is highly recommended that students 

NOT have a job after school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Career and Technical education provides opportunities to understand the consumer and technical, occupational, 

managerial, social, and historical aspects of industry and technology.  Students learn to plan, experiment, 

design, construct, and evaluate when they solve problems.  Students use tools, machines, and materials while 

learning processes.  The Career and Technical education experiences provide students with opportunities to 

apply reading, writing, computing, speaking, and listening skills, as well as apply scientific principles to 

practical situations.  Opportunities to develop leadership, social, civic and occupational skills are provided 

through the student organizations, which are an integral part of the instructional program. 

 

In order to complete the requirements for graduation, students in the Tech Prep Path must complete four (4) 

credits in one of the following clusters.  (Three credits must be from one concentration.  The fourth can be from 

the same concentration or another if the class is logically related.)   Clusters are grouped by category with the 

listing of individual courses that meet the required credits within each cluster.  Priority will be given to students 

in the Technical Prep Path.  University Path students may be accepted in a technical course as space allows and 

with teacher approval.

CAREER AND TECHNICAL CLUSTERS 
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Note:  Courses shown in italics are .5 credit courses. 

 

VISUAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Option 1: Graphic Design 

VISUAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Option 2: Photography 
MEDIA TECHNOLOGY 

Visual  Communications Visual  Communications Media Concepts 

Digital Design and Imaging-A Digital Design and Imaging-C Electronic Media Production 

Digital Design and Imaging-B Digital Design and Imaging-D Electronic Media Mgmt. and Oper. - A 

Work Based Learning: T&I Co-op Work Based Learning: T&I Co-op Electronic Media Mgmt and Oper. - B 

  Work Based Learning: T&I Co-op 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

INFRASTRUCTURE (Option 1) 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

INFRASTRUCTURE (Option 2) 
HUMAN SERVICES 

Information Technology Foundations Information Technology Foundations Criminal Justice I 

Computer Operating and Hardware Web Page Site I-Foundations A-B Criminal Justice II 

Networking Web Page Design II - Site Designer Criminal Justice III – A 

Cabling Technology Programming and Logic Criminal Justice III – B 

Work Based Learning: T&I Co-op Work Based Learning: T&I Co-op Work Based Learning: T&I Co-op 

MANUFACTURING – 

DRAFTING 
MARKETING EDUCATION 

BUSINESS INFORMATION 

TECHNOLOGY 

Computer-Aided Drafting A Marketing & Management I & II Computer Applications 

Computer-Aided Drafting B Retail Operations Virtual Enterprise International 

Advanced CAD A (S & H) Travel & Tourism Work Based Learning: CTE Co-op 

Advanced CAD B (S & H) Entrepreneurship  

Work Based Learning: CTE Co-op Sports & Entertainment Mkt.  

 Work Based Learning: CTE Co-op  

HEALTH SCIENCE FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCE 
ACCOUNTING/FINANCIAL 

MANAGEMENT 

Health Science Education Family and Consumer Sciences Computer Applications 

Rehabilitative Therapies Child and Lifespan Development Accounting I & II 

Emergency Medical Services Nutrition and Foods Banking & Finance A & B 

Diagnostic Medicine Nutrition Science Financial Planning 

Nursing Education Textiles and Apparel Virtual Enterprise International 

Forensic Science Fashion Design and Merchandising Business Management 

Biomedical Dual Enrollment Work Based Learning: CTE Co-op Business Economics 

Work Based Learning  Work Based Learning: CTE Co-op 

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION OTHER CTE CLASSES 
FUTURE CAREER AND TECH 

PROGRAM 

Early Childhood Education I Career Management Success  

Early Childhood Education II Personal Finance  

Early Childhood Education III Spreadsheet Applications  

Work Based Learning: CTE Co-op Interactive Multimedia Presentation  

 

 

 

CAREER AND TECHNICAL CLUSTERS CHART 
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5759 Visual Communications 

Grade Level: 9-10 

Credits: 1 

This course provides a foundation in art principles with an application to visual communications, design and digital 

photography.  Comprehensive, hands-on projects provide extensive opportunities that focus on actual design 

assignments.  Students are taught computer illustration, typography, layout and design.  Students are provided a state-of-

the-art Macintosh computer lab, complete with Adobe software.  There is an emphasis on employability skills, 

leadership, and teamwork. 

 

5762 Digital Design and Imaging A 

Grade Level: 10-12 

Credits: 1 

Recommended Prerequisite: Visual Communications 

This intermediate course, which has an emphasis on visual communications, covers the principles of design and general 

layout procedures.  Content covers Adobe software, illustration, page composition, digital imaging and printing.  With 

advanced knowledge and skills, students work toward developing a professional portfolio.  

 

5762 Digital Design and Imaging B 

Grade Level: 11-12 

Credits: 1 

Recommended Prerequisite: Digital Design and Imaging A, Visual Communications 

This advanced course, which has an emphasis on visual communications, delves deeper into the principles of design and 

general layout procedures.  Content covers Adobe software, illustration, page composition, digital imaging and printing.  

With advanced knowledge and skills, students continue to work toward developing a professional portfolio.   

 

5762 Digital Design and Imaging C 

Grade Level:  10-12 

Credits: 1 

Recommended Prerequisite:  Visual Communications 

This intermediate course has an emphasis on photography.  Content covers design principles, camera techniques, digital 

imaging, natural and studio lighting, and the business of photography. With advanced knowledge and skills, students 

work toward developing a professional portfolio. 

 

5762 Digital Design and Imaging D 

Grade Level:  11-12 

Credits: 1 

Recommended Prerequisite:  Visual Communications, Digital Design and Imaging C 

This advanced course continues to emphasize photography.  Content covers design principles, camera techniques, digital 

imaging, natural and studio lighting, and the business of photography. With advanced knowledge and skills, students 

continue to develop a professional portfolio. 

 

5398 Work-Based Learning: T&I Co-op 
Grade Level: 12 

Credit: 1 to 2 

Required: Must be concurrent with a trade and industry course and students must apply, meet all criteria, and be 

approved by the WBL coordinator. 

Trade and Industry Co-op allows students to participate in on-the-job learning experience. Students will find a job in an 

area related to the base trade and industry course out of which they co-op. Trade and Industry Co-op is used for the 

following CTE Programs: Human Services, Visual Communications, Information Technology Infrastructure, Hospitality 

and Tourism, and Media Technology. Students will receive credit for both classroom and work experiences. 

VISUAL COMMUNICATIONS 

 (Graphic Design) 

 
 

ARTS COMMUNICATION CLUSTER 
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5763   Media Concepts 

Grade Level: 9-10 

Credits:  1  

For students interested in either the Audio and Video Technologies sub-cluster or the Journalism and Broadcasting sub-

cluster of the arts. This course is the entry-level course providing a broad-based exposure to audio, video, and journalism 

and broadcasting within the media industry.  Students will focus on the foundational skills of writing, editing, and 

broadcast formatting.  The goal is for students to demonstrate strong writing and compelling storytelling – fundamentals 

for a career in television, film, radio, the internet, or any other future endeavor.  Although this course contains many 

hands-on lessons, students will also be expected to work in a traditional classroom setting. 

 

5764   Electronic Media Production  

Grade Level: 10-12   

Credits: 1 

Recommended Prerequisite: Media Concepts and teacher approval  

This course focuses on real-life electronic broadcasting media production and management.  Projects center on in-house 

production of newscasts, special events, and original programming. Students will demonstrate the ability to manage 

teams of their fellow students while continuing to advance their skills of concept creation, script writing, editing, sound 

design, budgeting, and producing.  Students will analyze directing techniques and perform those skills during live-to-

tape- projects.  This course will explore the latest digital technology and applications, research, and future trends in the 

electronic media industry. 

 

5765 Electronic Media Management & Operations A/B 

Grade Level: 11-12 

Credits: 1 -2 

Recommended Prerequisite: Electronic Media Production and teacher approval 

This course consists of two sections that can be taken concurrently or over two years: 

This course focuses on real-life electronic broadcasting media production and management.  Projects center on in-house 

production of newscasts, special events, and original programming. Students will demonstrate the ability to manage 

teams of their fellow students while continuing to advance their skills of concept creation, script writing, editing, sound 

design, budgeting, and producing. Students will analyze directing techniques and perform those skills during live-to-tape 

projects.  This course will explore the latest digital technology and applications, research, and future trends in the 

electronic media industry.  Upon completion of this course students will be able to pursue post secondary education or 

enter the electronic media industry in an entry level position. 

 

5398 Work-Based Learning: T&I Co-op 
Grade Level: 12 

Credit: 1 to 2 

Required: Must be concurrent with a trade and industry course and students must apply, meet all criteria, and be 

approved by the WBL coordinator. 

Trade and Industry Co-op allows students to participate in on-the-job learning experience. Students will find a job in an 

area related to the base trade and industry course out of which they co-op. Trade and Industry Co-op is used for the 

Visual 
Communication

Graphic Design

Digital Design & 
Imaging A

Digital Design & 
Imaging B

Photography

Digital Design & 
Imaging C

Digital Design & 
Imaging D

MEDIA TECHNOLOGY 

 
 
 

ARTS COMMUNICATION CLUSTER 
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following CTE Programs: Human Services, Visual Communications, Information Technology Infrastructure, Hospitality 

and Tourism, and Media Technology. Students will receive credit for both classroom and work experiences. 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

5755  Information Technology Foundations 

Grade Level: 9
 

Credits:  1  

Content provides students the opportunity to acquire basic foundational knowledge and skills in both theory and practical 

application in direct current, alternation current, and power supply circuits.  Course content includes fundamentals of 

networking concepts for personal computers, networking, determining system requirements, setting up equipment, and 

performing installation tests for the end user.  Competencies mastered during this course help prepare students toward 

acquiring a Web, A+, or Net+ certification.  

 

5756 Computer Operating Systems and Hardware 
Grade level:  10-11 

Credits:  1  

Recommended Prerequisite: Info. Tech. Infrastructure, Algebra I 

This course is designed to prepare students with work related skills and certification in the computer architecture career 

path. Procedures used in the course may be hardware oriented or software oriented, or programming oriented procedures.  

Upon completion of the course, students will possess a thorough knowledge of personal computer architecture and be 

able to take the A+ certification exam. 

 

5757  Networking    

Grade Level:  11-12 

Credits:  1  

Recommended Prerequisite: Computer Architecture, Algebra I  

Semester one of Cisco Networking is an in-depth study of the OSI networking model.  It is an interactive study with the 

Cisco Academy online curriculum, which includes hands-on lab activities.  Students begin to design, build, and maintain 

networks.  Semester two involves configuring Cisco routers and is about 50% hands-on lab activities.  These are 2 of 4 

semesters in which students prepare to sit for the Cisco Certified Network Associate Exam. 

5758 Cabling Technology   

Grade Level:  12 

Credits:  1  

Recommended Prerequisite: Networking Architecture 

Semesters three and four of Cisco Networking include an in-depth study of networking technologies to prepare the 

students to design, maintain, and build networks and to configure Cisco routers.  It is an interactive study with the Cisco 

Academy online curriculum.  This course is designed to prepare students for the CCNA exam. 

 

5398 Work-Based Learning: T&I Co-op 
Grade Level: 12 

Credit: 1 to 2 

Media Concepts
Electronic Media 

Production

Electronic Media 
Management and 

Operations A 

Electronic Media 
Management and 

Operations B

Work-Based 
Learning: T & I 

Co-op

Electronic Media 
Management and 

Operations A and B

Work-Based 
Learning: T & I 

Co-op

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY INFRASTRUCTURE (OPT. 1) 
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Required: Must be concurrent with a trade and industry course and students must apply, meet all criteria, and be 

approved by the WBL coordinator. 

Trade and Industry Co-op allows students to participate in on-the-job learning experience. Students will find a job in an 

area related to the base trade and industry course out of which they co-op. Trade and Industry Co-op is used for the 

following CTE Programs: Human Services, Visual Communications, Information Technology Infrastructure, Hospitality 

and Tourism, and Media Technology. Students will receive credit for both classroom and work experiences. 

 
 

 

 

 

5755  Information Technology Foundations 

Grade Level: 9
 

Credits:  1 

Content provides students the opportunity to acquire basic foundational knowledge and skills in both theory and practical 

application in direct current, alternation current, and power supply circuits.  Course content includes fundamentals of 

networking concepts for personal computers, networking, determining system requirements, setting up equipment, and 

performing installation tests for the end user.  Competencies mastered during this course help prepare students toward 

acquiring a Web, A+, or Net+ certification.  

 

5766 Web Site I-Foundations A/B  

Grade Level: 10-11 

Credits:  1  

Recommended Prerequisite: Information Technology Infrastructure 

This course, which is the first level of Web Page Design for the Internet, prepares students with work-related, leadership, 

and employability skills for advancement into the Web Page Design II course.  Course content provides students the 

opportunity to acquire basic fundamental skills in both theory and practical applications of language, structure, and 

typography.  Course content stresses layout and design guidelines as applied in the design of markup language 

documents.  Laboratory facilities and experiences simulate those found in the Web page design and construction 

industry.  Course prepares students to take the Certified Internet Webmaster Foundations certification examination. 

 

5767 Web Page Design II – Site Designer 

Grade Level: 11-12 

Credits:  1  

This course prepares students with work-related skills for advancement into postsecondary education or industry.  Course 

content includes exposure to basic and advanced Web design, pixilated and vector-based Web graphics, Web animations, 

dynamics of Web hosting, and Web design in E-commerce.  The course content provides students the opportunity to 

acquire fundamental skills in both theory and practical application of Web design and of leadership and interpersonal 

skill development.  Laboratory facilities and experiences simulate those found in the Web page design and Web page 

construction industry.  Further, this course provides for and directly maps to the Certified Internet Webmaster “Site 

Designer” national certification examination. 

 

5780 Programming and Logic 

Grade Level:  10-12 

Credits:  1 

Recommended Prerequisite:  Information Technology Foundations; Algebra I 

This course will help students develop skills in problem analysis, construction of algorithms, and computer 

implementation of algorithms as they work on programming projects of increasing complexity. The course will include 

Information 
Technology 
Foundations

Computer 
Operating 
Systems

Networking

Cabling

Programming 
and Logic

Web Design I Web Design II
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programming in DarkBasic – a programming language designed to program PC games.  Emphasis is on actual 

programming projects, both individual and group.  

 

5398 Work-Based Learning: T&I Co-op 
Grade Level: 12 

Credit: 1 to 2 

Required: Must be concurrent with a trade and industry course and students must apply, meet all criteria, and be 

approved by the WBL coordinator. 

Trade and Industry Co-op allows students to participate in on-the-job learning experience. Students will find a job in an 

area related to the base trade and industry course out of which they co-op. Trade and Industry Co-op is used for the 

following CTE Programs: Human Services, Visual Communications, Information Technology Infrastructure, Hospitality 

and Tourism, and Media Technology. Students will receive credit for both classroom and work experiences. 

 

 
 
5504 Health Science Education 

Grade Level: 9-11 

Credits: 1 

Basic health care information on services/products related to health of people or animals. Course will 

include career choices, skill development and application of health concepts relative to becoming 

a health professional. First Aid and CPR certification will be obtained. 

 

5503 Rehabilitative Therapies 

Grade Level: 10-12 

Credits: 1 

Recommended Prerequisite: Health Science Education 

Rehabilitative therapies focuses on the study of: bones, muscles, joints, and nerves of the human body; correct body 

alignment; principles of body movement; and routine range of motion exercises used to assist patients in daily ROM 

exercise under the direction of a physical therapist assistant.  Also covered will be the fields of sports medicine, athletic 

assistant, wellness, and fitness. Specific athletic injuries and ways to prevent and assist in treating athletic injuries will be 

addressed as well. 

 

5510 Emergency Medical Services (EMS) 

Grade Level: 10-12 

Credits: 1 

Recommended Prerequisite: Health Science Education 

Emergency Medical Services provides the student with knowledge and skills for the emergency medical field, 

responsibilities, first aid measures and use of emergency equipment. 

 

0005 Diagnostic Medicine 

Grade Level: 10-12 

Credits: 1 

Recommended Prerequisite: Health Science Education 

Diagnostic medicine creates a picture of an individual’s health status at a single point in time.  This could include careers 

as cardiology, imaging, medical laboratory, radiography, nuclear medicine, sterotactic radiosurgery, speech pathologists, 

respiratory therapist, clinical laboratory technician, pathologists, medical doctor histotechnologist, orthotist, plastic 

surgeon, prosthetist, prosthodonist, and others. 

 

5507 Nursing Education 

Grade Level: 12 

Credits: 1 

Recommended Prerequisite: Health Science Education 

Required: Students must apply, meet all criteria, and be approved by the Nursing Education Instructor. 

The student will analyze skills for successful entrance into a nursing career. The skills include verbal and nonverbal 

communication, psychological and physical assessments, direct patient care, emergency medical techniques, and facility 

management. Student must obtain TB test, hepatitis B vaccine series prior to clinical rotation.  All students will be 

required to obtain 100% accuracy on OSHA/Standard Precautions test.  Students must provide transportation to and from 

clinical site. 

 

HEALTH SCIENCE 
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5514 Forensic Science 

Grade Level: 10-12 

Credits: 1 

Recommended prerequisite: Health Science Education 

This course is an overview of how science is applied to solving crimes. Topics including history of forensic sciences, 

collecting of evidence, analyzing results and hands-on application of many laboratory techniques used in solving crimes 

and identifying people and future careers. Students will participate in a mock (staged) crime scene to apply knowledge 

and skills gained. All students are required to take three lab (laboratory) sciences for graduation.  Forensics counts 

as a science elective course; however, forensics does not count as a lab science. 
 

5514 Forensic Science - Honors 

Grade Level: 10-12 

Credits: 1 

Recommended prerequisite: Health Science Education, Teacher Recommendation 

This course is an overview of how science is applied to solving crimes. Topics including history of forensic sciences, 

collecting of evidence, analyzing results and hands-on application of many laboratory techniques used in solving crimes 

and identifying people and future careers. Students will participate in a mock (staged) crime scene to apply knowledge 

and skills gained. All students are required to take three lab (laboratory) sciences for graduation.  Forensics counts 

as a science elective course; however, forensics does not count as a lab science. 

 

Biomedical Dual Enrollment 

This course will be focused on High Skill High Tech Jobs in the Biomedical Industry. 

Pending approval. 
 

5598 Work-based Learning: Health Sci Co-op 

Grade Level: 12 

Credit: 1 

Required: Must be concurrent with a health science course. Students must apply, meet all criteria, and be approved by 

the WBL Coordinator. 

Health Science Cooperative Methodology allows students to participate in an on-the-job learning experience. Students 

will find a paid job in an area related to the base technology course out of which they coop. Health Science Coop is used 

for the Health Science Cluster only. Students will receive credit for both classroom and work experiences.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

5788  Computer Aided Drafting: Engineering Design 

Grade Level: 9-12 

Credits:  1 (max. 2 credits) 

Recommended Prerequisite: Dual or Technical, Career Management Success and Algebra I (May be taken concurrently 

with Engineering Design) 

This class is two years: 1
st
 year – The basic concept of drafting is taught the first year covering sketching, geometric 

construction, view drawings, Isometric drawings, and Auto CAD introduction. 2
nd

 year: Students will choose to meet 
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state competencies with either mechanical or Architectural drawings. Mechanical- students draw sectional, thread, 

working drawings, auxiliary and use of vernier calipers. Architectural – students draw complete set of house plans  that 

meet Williamson county code using Auto CAD.  The plan consists of floor plan, foundation, front, rear, left elevation, 

electrical and a wall section.  Projects consist of storyboard, 3/4 scale balsa house, video tape of floor plan, and a 3/16 

scale foam board model. 

 

5789   Advanced Computer Aided Drafting 

Grade Level: 10-12  

Credits:  1 (max. 2 credits) 

Recommended Prerequisite: Eng. Design/CAD and geometry 

This course is broken into a two year course: Architectural – Students draw and design a complete set of plans in order to 

get a building permit in Williamson County using Auto CAD. AutoCAD Mechanical – Mechanical students will draw 

sectional, thread, working drawings, auxiliary and will use vernier calipers.  Inventor – Students learn solid modeling 

drawing using the Autodesk program Inventor. Students do all previous drawing techniques plus learn to animate 

working drawings and present them in PowerPoint format.  Students also design engineering projects.  

 

3796 Work-Based Learning: CTE Co-op 
Grade Level: 12 

Credit: 1 to 2 

Required: Must be concurrent with a Career and Technical course and get business teacher recommendation. 

Work Based Learning is a course that concentrates on employment skills and readiness by applying classroom theories 

and to explore career options at the work site. By state regulation, each student must maintain part time employment in 

order for “cooperative” learning to take place. For this reason, the student can be given early release during the school 

day to go to their place of employment. The coop is a structured method of instruction whereby students coordinate their 

studies with a paid job in a field related to their business course. Instruction is based on written training and evaluation 

plans agreed to by the school and employer. The students receive credit for both classroom and work experiences related 

to the course of study. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

5000 Marketing & Management  

Principles I 

Grade Level: 10, 11, 12  

Credits: 1  

Recommended Pre-requisites: none 

HQ: This course meets the Economics requirement for graduation.  

This course focuses on practical and useful experiences through multiple projects, DECA involvement, and teamwork. 

Students will study basic marketing concepts and how they apply to everyday life and post-high school plans. Students 

will look at risks and challenges marketers face to establish a competitive edge against other businesses. Subjects include 

economics, marketing foundations/functions, and leadership development. Skills in communication, mathematics, 

economics, and psychology are reinforced in this course.  

 

5001 Marketing and Management II – Adv. Strategies 

Grade Level:  11-12 

Credits: 1 
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Recommended Pre-requisites: Marketing 1, Eng. II 

Teacher Approval Needed for this Course 

Students will participate in the creation of written projects for use in DECA competitions. These projects cover all 

learning expectations for the course, as well as offer the opportunity for personal experience with the subjects covered in 

this class. Upon completion of the projects, a presentation will be prepared to summarize the work collected through the 

project. Students will be offered the opportunity to compete with these projects at the regional, state, and national level. 

Through these projects, students will learn about challenges, responsibilities, and risks managers face in today’s 

workplace. This course emphasizes the development of decision making skills so that students understand the impact of 

management-oriented challenges. Subject matter includes finance, entrepreneurship, risk management, marketing 

information systems, purchasing, human resource skills, and leadership development. Communication, interpersonal, and 

mathematics skills are reinforced in this course. 

 

5005 Entrepreneurship 

Grades: 10, 11, 12 

Credits: .5 - 1 

Recommended Pre-requisites: One business or marketing course 

HQ: This course meets the Economics requirement for graduation.  

The course will provide the opportunity to analyze and evaluate the requirements of business ownership in today’s 

marketplace. Students will also be involved in developing a business plan and determining its opportunities for success. 

Throughout this course the student will relate the foundations of marketing and business management to real-life 

entrepreneurial activities. The conclusion of the course will include a presentation of the business plan in the format of a 

professional presentation as if the student were requesting a loan to begin the business. 

 

Travel and Tourism 

 

 

5023 Sports and Entertainment Marketing    
Grades: 11-12 

Credit: .5-1 

Recommended Pre-requisites: Marketing 1 

Sports and entertainment marketing is a specialized course designed to offer students an opportunity to gain knowledge 

and develop skills related to the growing sports and entertainment industries. Students will develop skills in the areas of 

facility design, merchandising, advertising, public relations/publicity, event marketing, sponsoring, ticket distribution, 

and career opportunities as they relate to the sports and entertainment industries. This course will include a number of 

projects and real-world applications, as well as a semester-long intensive project which reinforces learning expectations 

for the course. 

 

5022 Retail Operations    

Grade Level: 10-12 

Credit: .5-1 

Recommended Pre-requisites: One business or marketing course  

HQ: This course meets the Economics requirement for graduation.  

Retail Operations offers students the opportunity to learn marketing skills needed in the fast-paced world of retailing. In 

this course, the student will learn that retailing is a significant component to the United States economy and is quickly 

becoming an important part of the global economy. Throughout the course the student will be made aware of the 

importance of retailing in its various forms as the final step in getting products and services to consumers in the market 

place. Students in this course will be required to actively participate in decisions surrounding the school retail center 

(Corner Market) to further integrate learning expectations. These decisions include but are not limited to, management, 

selling, stocking, risk management, ordering, closing, and balancing bookkeeping records. 

 

3796 Work-Based Learning: CTE Co-op 
Grade Level: 12 

Credit: 1 to 2 

Required: Must be concurrent with a Career and Technical course and get business teacher recommendation. 

Work Based Learning is a course that concentrates on employment skills and readiness by applying classroom theories 

and to explore career options at the work site. By state regulation, each student must maintain part time employment in 

order for “cooperative” learning to take place. For this reason, the student can be given early release during the school 

day to go to their place of employment. The coop is a structured method of instruction whereby students coordinate their 

studies with a paid job in a field related to their business course. Instruction is based on written training and evaluation 
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plans agreed to by the school and employer. The students receive credit for both classroom and work experiences related 

to the course of study. 

 

 

 

 

 

3718 Computer Applications 
Grade Level: 9-10 

Credit:  .5 

This course is designed to develop computer technology skills in word processing, spreadsheets, databases and 

presentation software. Students will use a variety of computer software and hardware tools and features of an electronic 

information network. Students will explore the, historical, social and ethical issues of using computer technology. The 

students will develop skills that will assist them with efficient production; accurate production analysis; management of 

information and design and presentation of a multimedia project. 

 

3757 Virtual Enterprise International 
Grade Level:  11, 12 

Credit: 1 to 2 

Recommended Prerequisite: Business Principles 

Virtual Enterprise International (VE) is a simulated business environment. The VE students will be involved in actual on 

the job work experiences, including accounting, personnel administration, management and marketing. The only 

difference between the VE and an actual business is that no material goods are produced or legal tender exchanged. 

However, services will be provided. Working in a team, the student will develop and enhance oral and written 

communication skills through initiative, responsibility, and creativity. The VE experience will weave together several 

academic disciplines and occupational subjects, thereby overcoming fragmentation of subjects. The course will link 

learning to application and real life experiences. The goal is to create a learning environment that, through a series of 

activities, integrates school and workplace to enhance learning. Laboratory facilities and experiences simulate those 

found in business and industry.  

 

 

 

 

5330 Criminal Justice I 

Grade Level: 10-12  

Credits:  1  

This course is designed to give the student an overview of the United States Criminal Justice System through the 

examination of U.S. law enforcement agencies, the U.S. Court systems and U.S. correctional institutions.  The first year 

emphasis is given to the history of law enforcement:  the study of U.S. Constitutional law and criminal law and how they 

relate to possible future career paths.  This curriculum is complimented with various guest speakers from the criminal 

justice field, including but not limited to, professionals from state, local, and federal law enforcement agencies.  Students 

are given the opportunity to participate in police ride-alongs and field trips that supplement the criminal justice 

curriculum. 

 

5331 Criminal Justice II 

Grade Level: 11-12 

Credits:  1  

Recommended Prerequisite: Criminal Justice I 

This course is a continuation of the exploration of the knowledge obtained in Criminal justice I with an emphasis on the 

U.S. Court Systems and other criminal justice related topics.  This course may include, but is not limited to, the study of 

courtroom procedures, forensics, mock trials, new technologies, and career opportunities.  Book reports, research 

projects, job shadowing, and semester projects are sample opportunities to provide each student with a hands-on learning 

experience in the criminal justice career path. 

 

5342 Criminal Justice III A&B 

Grade Level: 11-12  

Credits:  1  

Recommended Prerequisite Criminal Justice I & II 

This advanced level of Criminal Justice is a continuation of Criminal Justice I and Criminal Justice II wherein the 

student will apply what they have learned by conducting appropriately-deemed criminal justice projects.  Students will 
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have the additional opportunity to further explore Criminal Justice careers through job shadowing, independent research, 

mock trials, and forensics studies. 

 

5398 Work-Based Learning: T&I Co-op 
Grade Level: 12 

Credit: 1 to 2 

Required: Must be concurrent with a trade and industry course and students must apply, meet all criteria, and be 

approved by the WBL coordinator. 

Trade and Industry Co-op allows students to participate in on-the-job learning experience. Students will find a job in an 

area related to the base trade and industry course out of which they co-op. Trade and Industry Co-op is used for the 

following CTE Programs: Human Services, Visual Communications, Information Technology Infrastructure, Hospitality 

and Tourism, and Media Technology. Students will receive credit for both classroom and work experiences. 

 

 

 

 

5650 Early Childhood Education Careers I 

Grade Level:  10-12 

Credits:  1 

This class prepares students for gainful employment and/or entry into post-secondary education.  Content provides 

students a foundation in the concepts of child development theory and affords them the opportunity to integrate 

knowledge, skills, and practices required for careers in early childhood education and related services.   

 

5660 Early Childhood Education Careers II 

Grade Level:  11-12 

Credits:  2 (Two period course) 

Recommended Prerequisite:  Early Childhood I 

This course prepares students for gainful employment and/or entry into post-secondary education.  Content provides 

students the opportunity to apply child development theory, develop and implement learning activities for young 

children, and integrate knowledge, skills, and practices required for careers in early childhood education and related 

services.  Laboratory experiences offer school-based learning opportunities. 

 

5661 Early Childhood Education Careers III 

Grade Level:  12 

Credits:  2 (Two period course) 

Recommended Prerequisite:  Early Childhood I 

This course serves as a capstone course.  It, too, prepares students for gainful employment and/or entry into post-

secondary education in the early childhood education and services industry.  Content provides students the opportunity to 

study administration, management issues, and special needs children.  Students will apply the marketable early childhood 

education knowledge and skills previously acquired in increasingly responsible positions, including recommended 

participation in a cooperative education experience, both school-based and work-based. 

 

3796 Work-Based Learning: CTE Co-op 
Grade Level: 12 

Credit: 1 to 2 

Required: Must be concurrent with a Career and Technical course and get teacher recommendation. 

Work Based Learning is a course that concentrates on employment skills and readiness by applying classroom theories 

and to explore career options at the work site. By state regulation, each student must maintain part time employment in 

order for “cooperative” learning to take place. For this reason, the student can be given early release during the school 

day to go to their place of employment. The coop is a structured method of instruction whereby students coordinate their 

studies with a paid job in a field related to their business course. Instruction is based on written training and evaluation 

plans agreed to by the school and employer. The students receive credit for both classroom and work experiences related 

to the course of study. 

 

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 
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5603 Family and Consumer Sciences 
Grade Level: 9-12 

Credits: 1 

Family and Consumer Sciences is a comprehensive, foundation course designed to assist students in developing the core 

knowledge and skills needed to manage their lives. Emphasis is on leadership, human development, family and parenting 

education, consumer economics and resource management, housing and living environments, nutrition and foods, 

textiles and apparel, and career preparation. Critical skills in decision making, problem solving, critical thinking, 

technology, work and family management, and workplace readiness are reinforced through authentic experiences. A 

unique focus is on the management of families, work, and their interrelationships. 

 

Child and Lifespan Development 

 

 

5609 Nutrition and Foods 

Grade Level: 10-12 

Credits: .5-1 

Nutrition and Foods helps students understand the significance of food, principles of nutrition, and the relationship of 

nutrition to health and wellbeing.  The course offers the students opportunities to develop skills in the selection, 

preparation, storing, and serving of food, meal management to meet individual and family nutrition needs across the life 

span, and optimal use of food resources. Careers and occupations in nutrition and food industries will be explored. 

 

Nutrition Science 

 

5612 Textiles and Apparel 

Grade Level: 10-12 

Credit: .5 

This class prepares the individual to understand the social, psychological, and physiological aspects of the selection, 

construction, maintenance, and alteration of apparel and textile products.  It provides students with lavatory experiences 

in construction.  It develops a range of students from the drama student who is making costumes to the novice seamstress 

who likes to sew or the student interested in fashion design. 

 

Fashion Design and Merchandising 

Grade Level: 10-12 

Credit: 1 

Fashion Design and Merchandising is a specialized course designed to introduce students to the world of fashion.  Areas 

of study include fashion fundamentals, principles and elements of design, career options and preparation, product 

selection and maintenance, and consumer strategies.  Instruction includes academic integration and technology 

applications.  Family, Career and Community Leaders of America (FCCLA), the co-curricular student organization, 

provides students with opportunities for leadership development, personal growth and school/community involvement.  

 

3796 Work-Based Learning: CTE Co-op 
Grade Level: 12 
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Credit: 1 to 2 

Required: Must be concurrent with a Career and Technical course and get teacher recommendation. 

Work Based Learning is a course that concentrates on employment skills and readiness by applying classroom theories 

and to explore career options at the work site. By state regulation, each student must maintain part time employment in 

order for “cooperative” learning to take place. For this reason, the student can be given early release during the school 

day to go to their place of employment. The coop is a structured method of instruction whereby students coordinate their 

studies with a paid job in a field related to their business course. Instruction is based on written training and evaluation 

plans agreed to by the school and employer. The students receive credit for both classroom and work experiences related 

to the course of study 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

3717 Financial Planning 

Grade Level:  10-12 

Credit: 1 

Recommended Prerequisite:  Keyboarding and Computer Applications  

Suggested Prerequisites or Concurrent with:  Accounting I 

Financial planning is a course designed to develop skills in the use of financial principles in making business and 

personal decisions.  Students will learn about interest, checking accounts, savings accounts, and mutual funds.  Students 

will research job qualifications and employment opportunities in finance.  The course includes a study of the allocation 

of financial resources, the effects of finance and credit institutions on the business community and the impact of financial 

decisions on the consumer market. 

 

3779 Accounting I 

Grade level: 10-12 

Credit: 1 

Recommended Prerequisites or/concurrent with: Keyboarding, Computer Applications  

Suggested Prerequisite:  Algebra I 

Suggested Concurrent with: Algebra II or Geometry or permission of the accounting instructor 

Accounting I introduces concepts and principles based on a double-entry system of maintaining the electronic and 

manual financial records for a sole proprietorship, partnership, and corporation.  It includes analyzing business 

transactions, journalizing, posting, and preparing worksheets and financial statements. 

 

3780 Accounting II 

Grade Level: 11-12 

Credit: 1 

Prerequisites: Accounting I 

Accounting II is an advanced study of concepts, principles and techniques used in keeping the financial records of a sole 

proprietorship, partnership and corporation.  Departmental, management, cost and not-for-profit accounting systems are 

explored. 

Family and 
Consumer Sciences

Grade 9-10

Child and Lifespan 
Development

Grades 10-12

Foods and 
Nutrition

Grades 10-12

Nutrition Science

Textiles and 
Apparel

Grade 10-12

Fashion Design and 
Merchandising

Grades 11-12

 ACCOUNTING/FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 



 - 54 - 

 54 

 

3756 Banking and Finance 

Grade level: 11-12 

Credit: 1 

Recommended prerequisites: Keyboarding, Financial Planning, and Accounting 

Suggested prerequisites: Computer Applications 

Banking and Finance is a course designed to challenge the student with real banking and financial situations through a 

partnership with a local financial institution that would bring resources of mentors, seminars, and hands on experience 

with day-to-day operations.  Completion of this course will provide students with a basis for secondary education in 

finance and special job skills in banking and financial institutions.  Ethical issues will be presented in the course. 

 

3707 Business Management 

Grades: 11, 12 

Credits: 1 

Recommended Prerequisite: Keyboarding, Business Principles, Computer Applications 

Students in Business Management will develop a foundation in the many activities, problems, and decisions that are 

intrinsic to the management of a successful business, as well as an appreciation for the importance of these 

responsibilities. Areas to be examined include business organization, ethical and legal responsibilities, communication, 

decision-making, personnel, safety, professional development and related careers. By gaining an understanding of these 

areas, students will be better prepared to enhance the business decisions of tomorrow. 

 

3757 Virtual Enterprise International 
Grade Level:  11, 12 

Credit: 1 to 2 

Recommended Prerequisite: Business Principles 

Virtual Enterprise International (VE) is a simulated business environment. The VE students will be involved in actual on 

the job work experiences, including accounting, personnel administration, management and marketing. The only 

difference between the VE and an actual business is that no material goods are produced or legal tender exchanged. 

However, services will be provided. Working in a team, the student will develop and enhance oral and written 

communication skills through initiative, responsibility, and creativity. The VE experience will weave together several 

academic disciplines and occupational subjects, thereby overcoming fragmentation of subjects. The course will link 

learning to application and real life experiences. The goal is to create a learning environment that, through a series of 

activities, integrates school and workplace to enhance learning. Laboratory facilities and experiences simulate those 

found in business and industry.  

 

3765 or HQ 3755 Business Economics 
Grade Level: 11-12 

Credit: .5 

Recommended Prerequisites: Business Principles, Computer Applications, Keyboarding 

HQ: This course meets the Economics requirement for graduation.  

This course provides an in-depth study of fundamental concepts, free enterprise trading practices, and the various players 

in the economic system. Topics include the production, marketing and distribution of goods and services, as well as the 

roles of financial institutions, the government, and the individual within the free enterprise system. Students will explore 

various careers related to the economy. International trade and economics have become an integral part of business 

economics.  

 

3796 Work-Based Learning: CTE Co-op 

Grade Level: 12 

Credit: 1 to 2 

Required: Must be concurrent with a Career and Technical course and get business teacher recommendation. 

Work Based Learning is a course that concentrates on employment skills and readiness by applying classroom theories 

and to explore career options at the work site. By state regulation, each student must maintain part time employment in 

order for “cooperative” learning to take place. For this reason, the student can be given early release during the school 

day to go to their place of employment. The coop is a structured method of instruction whereby students coordinate their 

studies with a paid job in a field related to their  

business course. Instruction is based on written training and evaluation plans agreed to by the school and employer. The 

students receive credit for both classroom and work experiences related to the course of study. 

 

 

 
  

OTHER CTE COURSES 
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5701   Career Management Success
 

Grade level:  9-10 

Credits:  .5  

This course provides students with tools for achieving success in their academic, work, and personal lives.  Course content 

emphasizes the basic skills and knowledge needed for employment success, as identified by industry and supported by 

relevant national standards.  All course content is presented in a real-world context, providing opportunities for personal and 

career goals, effective communication skills, teamwork abilities, and successful work attitudes.  

 

3766  Personal Finance 

 

3729  Spreadsheet Applications 

 

3746  Interactive Multimedia Presentation  
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Independence High School 
Six-Year Course Plan for the Class of 2013 and beyond 

 

 

*Waiver Option:  Students not planning to attend a university may, at the school’s discretion, be granted a waiver of the foreign  language and fine arts requirements to   
expand and enhance their elective focus. **Pending WCS Board Approval. 

 ***The information provided herein is based on current interpretation of legislative changes by the Tennessee State Board of Education and is 

subject to change in the future.  The WCS website will be updated if any changes occur.  www.wcs.edu  

 

 

Student Name: ____________________________________            

 

 Elective Focus:____________________________________ 

 

Career Aspiration: _________________________________ 

 

Post-Secondary Educational Plans: ____________________ 

 

 

 
 

  

22 Credits Required for Graduation   

CORE CURRICULUM (16 credits) Additional 

Path Requirements  
(6 Credits) 

 

English 

(4 credits) 

Math  

(4 credits in h.s) 

Science  

(3 credits) 

Social Studies 

(3 credits) 

Personal 

Finance 

(.5 credits) 

 

Wellness 
(1.5  credits) 

Elective Focus   

(3 credits) 

*with waiver: 6 

additional 

focused elective 

credits 

 

  Foreign 

Language               

  (2 credits) 

*May be 

waived 

   Fine Arts  

(1 credit) 

*May be 

waived  

T
ec

h
n
o
lo

g
y

 L
it

er
ac

y
 A

ss
es

sm
en

t 
D

at
e 

P
as

se
d
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_
_
_

_
_
_

_
_
_

_
_
_

_
 

 A
C

T
 D

at
e 

T
ak

en
:_

_
_
_
_

_
_
_

_
_
_

_
_
_

_
_
_

_
_
 

English I Algebra I  Biology 

 

World 

History  

 

 Lifetime 

Wellness 

Choose One:  

-AP/IB 

-CTE 

-Humanities & 

Fine Arts 

-Math & 

Science  

--Military 

Science** 

Choose 

One:  

-French 

-German  

-Latin  

-Spanish 

 

 

Choose 

One: 

-Band 

-Chorus 

-Music 

-Theatre 

Arts 

-Visual 

Arts 

 

English II Geometry or 

Tech. Geometry 

Chemistry  

or Physics 

US  History Physical 

Ed.   
(may be 

substituted)  

 

 

English 

III 

Algebra II Lab 

Science: 

US Gov 

 & Econ 
English IV Advanced Math   

 
NINTH GRADE 

 
Cr. 

 
TENTH GRADE 

 
Cr 

 
ELEVENTH GRADE 

 
Cr 

 
TWELFTH GRADE 

 
Cr 

 
English I 

 
 

 
English II 

 
 

 
English III 

 
 

 
English IV 

 
 

 
Math:  

 
 

 
Math: 

 
 

 
Math: 

 
 

 
Math: 

 
 

 
Science 

 
 

 
Science 

 
 

 
Science 

 
 

 
Elective 

 
 

 
Elective:  

 
 

 
World History/World Geography 

 
 

 
US History 

 
 

 
U. S. Gov’t/Economics 

 
 

 
Lifetime Wellness 

 
 

 
Elective  

 
 

 
Personal Finance/ . 5 Wellness 

 
 

 
Elective 

 
 

 
Elective: 

 
 

 
Elective 

 
 

 
Elective 

 
 

 
Elective 

 
 

 
Study Hall 

 
 

 
Study Hall 

 
 

 
Study Hall 

 
 

 
Study Hall 

 
 

 
TOTAL 

 
 

 
TOTAL 

 
 

 
TOTAL 

 
 

 
TOTAL 

 
 

 Counselor Note: 

Student Signature:                                                                                    Date: 

 

 
Parent Signature:                                                                                       Date: 

 

 

Counselor Signature:                                                                  Date:  

http://www.wcs.edu/


 - 57 - 

 57 

 

 

 

Ace Mentor 

All About Kids 

Angler Society 

Art 

Book 

Bowling 

Chess 

Color Guard 

Cooking  

Crash 

Dance Team 

Debate 

DECA 

Destination Imagination 

Drill Team 

FCA 

FCCLA 

Forensics 

French 

Freshman Class Sponsor 

FBLA 

Gaming 

German 

Guitar 

Habitat for Humanity 

Helping Hands 

HOSA  

Junior Class Sponsor/Prom 

Juggling Club 

Latin Club 

Link Crew 

Math Competition Team 

Mocktrial Team 

Model UN 

Mu Alpha Theta 

National Art Honor Society 

National Honor Society 

National Technical Honor Society 

Newspaper, The Declaration 

Outing 

Photography 

Ping Pong Club 

Racquetball 

Raider Team 

Recycling 

Red Cross 

Rifle Team 

Rocket  

Rotary Spring Hill 

Rugby 

Science Bowl/Quiz team 

Senior class sponsors 

Sign Language 

Skills USA 

Songwriting 

Sophomore Class Sponsors 

Spanish 

Spanish Honor Society 

Student Council 

Taxidermy 

Tennessse Career Association 

Thespians 

Ultimate Frisbee 

YADA 

Yearbook 

Youth Legislature 
 

IHS Clubs 

 


