Disorder

Onset

Delay

Severity

Domains affected

Autism Prior to age 3 May or may not have general Typically has more Social, communication,
delays characteristics than and repetitive
number required for behaviors
Children with fewer cognitive diagnosis in all three
deficits may be referred to as | areas
having “high functioning
autism”
Asperger May be before No general delay in cognition Has more social Social and
Syndrome or after age 3 or language characteristics than circumscribed interests
required for diagnosis
Atypical May not be May or may not have general May have fewer Social and EITHER
Autism or before age 3 delays characteristics than communication or
Pervasive needed to have diagnosis | repetitive behaviors

Developmental
Disorder- Not
Otherwise
Specified
(PDD-NOS)

of autism
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