Scales Elementary Summer Packet | 2009

Dear Parents,

It's hard to believe another school year is behind us. Your children have had some
wonderful learning experiences during the course of the school year. At Scales we know the
learning does not stop at the end of the day or even at the end of the school year. Therefore,
we would like to provide you with some suggestions and expectations in the areas of reading,
high frequency words, math, and writing to get your child ready for the next grade.

Reading

Did you know; “one summer off can sometimes mean a whole year of struggling
academic performance” (McGill-Franzen & Allington, 2003)? If your child reads @ minimum of 4
to 5 books at his/her level over the summer, he/she will be able to mitigate this problem
(Viadero, 2004).

Please refer to the enclosed suggested summer reading titles for grade appropriate
book ideas. Each grade level has set a summer reading goal. Students who surpass the summer
reading goal and then fill out, get a parent signature, and return the attached reading log will
be able to participate in a summer reading celebration when school resumes in August. Reading

logs can be turned in to your child’s teacher next year.
Spelling/High Frequency Words

Within the packet you will find a list of words your child shouid be able to read, and in
some instances, write. These are common words found within your child’s reading. Many do
not follow common spelling rules, thus making them difficult to remember, read, or write. We
encourage you to work with your child over the summer so that he/she feels confident reading
and writing them. We suggest that you only work with 25 words at a time. Once those are
mastered, move on to the next 25. Below are some activities you couid do to make this fun.

e Write the words on flash cards and time your child as he goes through them.
Try to beat the time.

* Play Tic-Tac-Toe: Show your child a word; if she knows it then she may put an
“X” or “0” on the board. If not, then she misses a turn.

¢ Newspaper search: See how many of the words your child can find within a
specific newspaper/magazine article.

¢ Have a “Word(s) of the Day”: See how many times you use the word(s) in a
day. Do a silly motion or make a face when the word is used and then try to
spell the word. Make it a competition to see who notices the word being used
the most. Try to think of ways to use the word.
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e Concentration: Write each word on two sets of flash cards. Play concentration
with the words.

¢ Choose a big word or phrase like “summer vacation”. See how many of the sight
words can be made using the letters in that word/phrase.

o Write a story and see how many times you used the words from your list.

e Play Sparkie.
Math

Although reading is an extremely important skill, we do not want to forget about math
capabilities and skills. Your child’s grade level teachers have enclosed a list of grade level
expectations in the area of math so that they are best prepared to enter the grade in front of
them.

We also highly encourage the use of Study Island over the summer for our students.
The program is available all summer long to students that were already registered during this
past school year. Be sure to visit Study Island at: www studyisland.com often.

Writing

Writing, reading, and spelling go hand-in-hand. At Scales, we value the importance of
writing and have made the overall improvement of student writing one of our school goals.
Attached you will find a sheet with suggested activities to encourage your budding author.

Have a great summer and we look forward to seeing everyone back at school in August.

Sincerely,

AL o™

Rick West
Principal



Fourth Grade Summer Packet 2003-2010
Reading:
The fourth grade teachers would like to ask that each student entering the fourth grade read at a minimum of 3 books
during the summer. The strongly suggested book recommendad below will enhance our reading lessons when we first
return in August. This book will aliow the students to immediately begin school with a common book where we can
discuss story elements. The other two or more books can be chosen from the list provided. If you read 5 or more books,
there will be a great reward when you return! Your school or public librarian can help you find these selections.

**Strongly Suggested Book: The Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing by Judy Blume

Fiction

The Tale of Despereaux
Because of Winn-Dixie
Stone Fox

Sarah Plain and Tall
The Discovery (series)

by Kate DiCamillo

by Kate DiCamillo

by John Gardiner

by Pafricia MacLachlan
by Gordon Korman

The Indian in the Cupboard by L. Banks

The Buffalo Knife by William O. Steele

Charlotte's Web by E.B. White

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl

Little Women by Abott
NonFiction

The Boy Whe Saved Cleveland by James Giblin

Team Moon; How 400,000 People landed Apolio 11 by Thimmesh

First to Fly: How Wilburt and Orville Wright Invented.. by Busby

It's Our World Too by Phillip Hoose

Benedict Arnold by Jean Fritz

Seymour Simon (series)

Eyes on Nature (series)

Nonfiction Interest Books by various authors

For mare reading suggestions go to: http://www.hedgehodbooks.com/gradelevei.html
Math:
Please come to fourth grade knowing the following:
+ Addition, Subtraction facts 0-20 memorized and with regrouping
*  Multiplication facts 1-12
» Telling time and Elapsed time

Websites to keep These skills sharp:

http://www.studyisiand.com

http://www primaryaames.com/Time/start hitm

http://www time-for-time.com/aamel.htm

http://www.funbrain.com

http://www.internet4classrooms.com

http://www kidport.com/GRADE4/MATH/ MATHINDEX HTM
http://www arcademicskillbuilders.com/
http://aacamath.com/grade4 him

http://www.brainpop.com

http://www.mathplayground.com




Summer Reading
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The fourth grade teachers would like for their students to read a minimum of three books from the suggested book list.
We would also like for the students to record the information from each book on the reading log below. Students who
read five or more books and record them on this log will receive a special reward from the school. This sheet should be

returned to your child’s fourth grade teacher the first week of school.

Book Title Author Date started Date
. L ~ N B o finished
- - Short Sdmmary - o
Parent signatu}e ]: » -
Book Title Author Date started Date
finished
Short Summary
i
Parent signature
Book Title Author Date started Date
finished

Short Summary

Parent signature




High Frequency Word List
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New Third Grade
High Frequency Words

New Third Grade
High Frequency Words

New Third Grade
High Frequency Words

2 1st 25 2nd 25 3rd 25
six own gave
4 men most write
5 bring sure try
6 wish only longer
7 black open those
8 may must hold
9 use far carry
10 these both eight
1 right end sing
12 present call warm
13 tell small ride
14 please yellow grow
15 leave clean seven
16 hand buy woman
17 why thank funny
18 befter sleep ate
19 start letter once
20 another help didn't
21 seem fly round
22 hope fast set
23 hame cold anything
24 dear face around
25 five every close
26 way brown might
27 shall coat along
28
29
30
31




High Frequency Word List

Y AB | Ac AD AE AF AG AH Al
New Third Grade

32{ High Frequency Words

33 4th 25

34 fire

35 ten

36 order

37 part

38 early

39 third

40 same

a1 hear

a2 yesterday

43 eyes

44 door

45 clothes

46 though

47 o'clock

48 second

49 water

50 town

51 took

52 pair

53 keep

54 head

55 food

56 car

57 try

58 show

59

60

61

62

63




High Frequency Word List

Y AK | AL

AM | AN | A0

AP | AQ | AR

New Fourth Grade
High Frequency Words

New Fourth Grade
High Frequency Words

New Fourth Grade
High Frequency Words

2 1st 25 2nd 25 3rd 25
3 told above mean
4 Miss still late

5 father meet half

6 children number fight
7 land state feel

8 interest matter during
9 government line gohe
10 feet remember hundred
1 garden large week
12 done bit between
13 country cover change
14 across window being
15 yard even follow
16 winter city answer
17 table life course
18 story streef against
19 sometimes party wear
20 tried suit Mr.
21 horse word side
22 something almost poor
23 brought send lost
24 shoes receive outside
25 Time pay wind
26 yet nothing Mrs.
27 True need learn
28

29

30

31




High Frequency Word List

Y Y | AL
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New Fourth Grade
High Frequency Words

33 4th 25
34 held
35 front
36 buiit
37 began
38 air

39 young
40 ago
41 world
42 airplane
43 stay
a4 won't
45 paper
46 hour
47 glad
48 company
49 believe
50 reach
51 month
52 point
53 sent
54 talk
55 went
56 brother
57 business
58 whole
59

60

61

62

63
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DIATOGUE JOURNALS
Stodente write jus: before bedame (that & exwe minuies!), parent: respond before moming.
Childrer read the responses during breaidast.

BIRTHDAY CARDS
Send to family, friends, neighbors. or peopie at school.

FAMILY COOKBOOK 2l

Inclide recipes sach familv member would enioy!

THANK YOU CARD
For birthday gifis, special wrips or visits, or to someone who rezds to them!
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PET CARE BOQOK
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Crild crentes = book of thingr 1o do to care for their pet.

LETTERS TO FRIENDS or FAMILY, E-MATL
To share ideas, activines and thoughts!

LIST OF THINGS TO DO WHEN...

Chiid writes procedures {or emsrgsncy situanons.
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LETTERS TO FAVORITE AUTHORS

shorne wries 2 letter to her readers in manv of her Magic Trez House boois!
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SBORT BIOGRAPHIES
Have vour child writs & biography for each family member. Create z family hall of fame and
hang the biographies with 2 picture of each person or put them all in one noedook for 2 famiiy book:!

SCRIPTS

Caiicrer: iove 10 222 our scenes from books! Encourage vour child to make decisions abowr charasiers and =

settings and writs out directions for eeck pesson. Parmicipzie in this “play” as 2 famiiv! Go one stsp nwrther by
videotzping each pizy ot the same wmpe. Waich this instzad of 2 movie 2s 2 family one pign:!
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FREE STUFF

Look for the bools. Free Stuff for Kids: 2001, It sells for under £5.00 and iists bundreds of places kids can
write 16 and recejve “free sl
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