Scales Elementary Summer Packet | 2009

Dear Parents,

It's hard to believe another school year is behind us. Your children have had some
wonderful learning experiences during the course of the school year. At Scales we know the
learning does not stop at the end of the day or even at the end of the school year. Therefore,
we would like to provide you with some suggestions and expectations in the areas of reading,
high frequency words, math, and writing to get your child ready for the next grade.

Reading

Did you know; “one summer off can sometimes mean a whole year of struggling
academic performance” (McGill-Franzen & Allington, 2003)? If your child reads @ minimum of 4
to 5 books at his/her level over the summer, he/she will be able to mitigate this problem
(Viadero, 2004).

Please refer to the enclosed suggested summer reading titles for grade appropriate
book ideas. Each grade level has set a summer reading goal. Students who surpass the summer
reading goal and then fill out, get a parent signature, and return the attached reading log will
be able to participate in a summer reading celebration when school resumes in August. Reading

logs can be turned in to your child’s teacher next year.
Spelling/High Frequency Words

Within the packet you will find a list of words your child should be able to read, and in
some instances, write. These are common words found within your child’s reading. Many do
not follow common spelling rules, thus making them difficult to remember, read, or write. We
encourage you to work with your child over the summer so that he/she feels confident reading
and writing them. We suggest that you only work with 25 words at a time., Once those are
mastered, move on to the next 25. Below are some activities you could do to make this fun.

e Write the words on flash cards and time your child as he goes through them.
Try to beat the time.

e Play Tic-Tac-Toe: Show your child a word; if she knows it then she may put an
“X” or “O” on the board. If not, then she misses a turn.

* Newspaper search: See how many of the words your child can find within a
specific newspaper/magazine article.

¢ Have a “Word(s) of the Day”: See how many times you use the word(s) in a
day. Do a silly motion or make a face when the word is used and then try to
spell the word. Make it a competition to see who notices the word being used
the most. Try to think of ways to use the word.
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* Concentration: Write each word on two sets of flash cards. Play concentration
with the words.

» Choose a big word or phrase like “summer vacation”. See how many of the sight
words can be made using the letters in that word/phrase.

* Write a story and see how many times you used the words from your list.

e Play Sparkle.

Math

Although reading is an extremely important skill, we do not want to forget about math
capabilities and skills. Your child’s grade level teachers have enclosed a list of grade level
expectations in the area of math so that they are best prepared to enter the grade in front of
them.

We also highly encourage the use of Study Island over the summer for our students.
The program is available all summer long to students that were already registered during this
_past school year. Be sure to visit Study Island at: www.studyisland.com often.

Writing

Writing, reading, and spelling go hand-in-hand. At Scales, we value the importance of
writing and have made the overall improvement of student writing one of our school goals.
Attached you will find a sheet with suggested activities to encourage your budding author.

Have a great summer and we look forward to seeing everyone back at school in August.

Sincerely,

Rick West
Principal




FIFTH GRADE SUGGESTED SUMMER
READING LIST

For students entering 3 grade Fall 2008

BOOKS BY AUTHORS:

Richard Adams

Frances Burnett Hodgson

Louisa May Alcott

Suzy Kline

William Armstrong

Lois Lenski

Janet Asimov

Lois Lowry

Richard Atwater Astrid Lindgren
¥ Avi Patricia MacLaughlin
Natalie Babbitt Robert McCloskey

Carolyn Bailey

Katherine Patterson

JL. Frank Baum

Gary Paulsen

Lynne Reid Banks Robert Peck
John Belliers Margaret Peterson
Judy Blume Dav Pilkey
Michael Bond Wilson Rawls
Walter Brooks Thomas Rockwell
Oliver Butterworth J.K. Rowling
Betsy Bvars Pam Ryan
Lewis Carroll Louis Sachar
Patrick Catling Anna Sewell

Sharon Creech

Jerry Spinelli

Barthe DeClements

Robert Louis Stevenson

Matt Christopher

Theodore Taylor

Beverly Cleary

J.R.R. Tolkien

Paula Danzinger

P. L. Travers

Kate DiCamillo

Gertrude Warner

Jean George

E.B. White

Patricia Reilly Giff

Elizabeth Winthrop

Fred Gipson

Laura Ingalls Wilder

Elizabeth Gray

Constance Greene

Marguerite Henry

For more rcading suggestions go to:
hep://www hedoehogbooks.com/oradelevel Funl




Fifth Grade Math:
Please come to fifth grade knowing the following:
Multiplication Facts 1-12 memorized

Division Facts 1-12 memorized

Websites to review for fifth grade:
Review fourth grade math skills on Study Island:

www.studyisland.com

Multiplication:

http://www.multiplication.com/interactive games.htm

There are many games on this site that are interactive. Students really
enjoy the Timez Attack which you can downioad for free.

Multiplication flashcards and other games and videos.

http://www.mathplayground.com/

Great site for a variety of subjects- includes videos and explanation

(7]

http://www.brainpop.com/




Summer Reading
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The fifth grade teachers would like for their students to read a minimum of four books from the suggested author list.
We would also like for the students to record the information from each book on the reading log below. Students who

read five or more books and record them on this log will receive a special reward from the school. This sheet should be

returned to your child’s fifth grade teacher the first week of school.

Book Title Author Date started Date
finished
Short Summary
Parent signature T

Book Title Author Date started Cate

finished
Short Summary
Parent signature
Book Title Author Date started Date
finished
Short Summary

Parent signature




Summer Reading
The fifth grade teachers would fike for their students to read a minimum of four books from the suggested author list.

We would also like for the students to record the information from each book on the reading log below. Students who
read five or more books and record them on this log will receive a special reward from the school. This sheet should be
returned to your child’s fifth grade teacher the first week of school.

Book Titie Author Date started Date
finished

Short Summary

Parent signature

Book Title Author Date started Date
finished

Short Summary

Parent signature |

Book Title Author Date started Date
finished

Short Summary

Parent signature I




High Frequency Word List

Al | AK | AL

AM | AN | Ao

ap | AQ | AR

New Fourth Grade

New Fourth Grade

New Fourth Grade

1| High Frequency Words | High Frequency Words High Frequency Words
2 1st 25 2nd 25 3rd 25
3 told above mean
4 Miss still late

5 father meet half

6 children number fight
7 land state feel

8 interest matter during
9 government line gone
10 feet remember hundred
1 garden large week
12 done bit between
13 country cover change
14 across window being
15 yard even follow
16 winter city answer
17 table life course
18 story street against
19 sometimes par"l'y wear
20 tried suit Mr.
21 horse word side
22 something almost poor
23 brought send lost
24 shoes receive outside
25 time pay wind
26 yet nothing Mrs.
27 true need learn
28

29

30

31




High Frequency Word List

Al | AK | AL

AM

AN

AO

AP

AQ

AR

32

New Fourth Grade
High Frequency Words

33 4th 25
34 held
35 front
36 built
37 began
38 air

39 young
40 ago

41 world
42 airplane
43 stay
44 won't
45 paper
46 hour
47 glad
48 company
49 believe
50 reach
51 month
52 point
53 sent
54 talk
55 went
56 brother
57 business
58 whole
59

60

61

62

63




AT

New Fifth Grade

32| High Frequency Words
33 4th 25
34 himsel
35 strong
36 knew
37 toward
38 wonder
39 twenty
40 important
a1 demand
42 however
43 figure
44 increase
45 rather
46 court
47 suppose
48 moment
49 result
50 continue
51 serve
52 national
53 possible
54 thousand
55 perhaps
56 consider
57 president
58 whether
59

60

61

62

63

High Frequency Word List




High Frequency Word List

] as | AT |  Au AV | AW [ Ax Ay | AZ | BA
New Fifth Grade New Fifth Grade New Fifth Grade
1| High Frequency Words High Frequency Words High Frequency Words
2 st 25 2nd 25 3rd 25
3 summer reason women
4 charge remain among
5 evening able wrong
6 dinner past become
5 felt visit chance
8 stood wait real
9 case picture speak
10 enjoy ground already
11 sound afternoon doctor
12 force return itself
13 person watch minute
14 system alone wrote
15 cause service appear
i6 condition quite heart
17 twelve became fourth
18 least finish I'll
19 power catch kept
20 voice great herself
21 eleven guess idea
22 pen bridge river
23 marry Tomorrow smile
24 music whom fact
25 lie cousin dark
26 turn office whose
27 mark flew fear
28
29
30
31
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Srudents wote just before bedrime {has § exTe mimnes!),
Childrer reac the respozses duting Dreakfast.

BIRTHDAY CARDS
end to family, fiends, neighbors, or psopie at school.

FAMILY COORKBOOK

Include recipes sack family membear would epov!
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ANK YOU CARD
For birthday gifts. special wips or visitz, or to someone who reads to them!
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PET CARE BOCK

FE A AN

Child creates & book of things 10 do 10 care for their pe,

LETTERS TO FRIENDS or FAMILY, E-MATL
To share idzas. activites and thoughts!
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LIST OF THINGS TO DO WHEN...
Child writes procedurss for smsrgsncy situations.
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LETTERS TO FAVORITE AUTHORS

any Pope Osbome writes 2 letter 10 her readers in many of her Magic Tree House boolis!
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SHORT BIOGRAPHIES
Have vour child write 2 biography for each famify member. Creats 2 family hall of fame and
nang tine plographies with 2 picture of each person or pur them all in one noedook: for a family book!
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SCRIPTS
Chiicrer jove 10 ac: owt scenes from books! Encourage vour child to make decisions about characters and e
setangs and write out directions for each person. Pamicipate in thic “play” as 2 family! Go one step further by
vidzsowping each piay or the same tape. Waich this instzad of 2 movie 2s 2 Tamily one night!
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o FREE STUFF
Look for the book, Free Swff fo: Kids: 2001. It selis “or undar $5.00 and lists hundreds of piaces kids can
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wTie 16 and recefve “iree stufi!
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