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Principal’s Perspective

December 2008/January 2009

Each year in this space I get to share results
from the previous year’s “value-added” portion of the
Tennessee Report Card. This complex tool basically
allows schools to compare “apples to apples” and see
how much growth we are providing our students. This
year | am pleased not only to announce that our school
has earned three (3) A’s and one (1) B, but we also have
some very high achievement scores. In fact, covering
multiple subjects and multiple grade levels, Scales stu-
dents had several of the highest TCAP scores in Wil-
liamson County. Our teachers, assistants, specialists,
office staff and students are to be commended for doing
such a great job year after year! Feel free to view the
Report Card for yourself at: http:/state.tn.us/
education/reportcard/.

The week before Thanksgiving was particularly
busy here at Scales... we once again had tremendously
successful “Doughnuts with Dads” and “Grandparents’
Day” events, as well as a very successful Book Fair and
our first grade-level production of the year — way to go
3rd grade! Special thanks to the multitude of moms who
helped coordinate those events.

As we bring this first semester to a close, we
have many good memories to look back upon — and a
whole new semester to create new learning opportuni-
ties and memories for this school year. Our teachers
and staff members work so hard to provide the best
education possible for your children — please remember
to thank them and share your gratitude for their hard
work. We all have much to be thankful for at this spe-
cial time of the year. Thank you, teachers and staff -
for your dedication and hard work. Thank you, stu-
dents - for your desire to learn and grow. And thank
you, parents - for your support of all that we do here at
Scales Elementary School.

Rick West, Principal
rickw@wes.edu

Dates to Remember:

Dec. 8 - Papa John Pizza Night

11 - Cub Scouts - 6:30-8:00
12-18 - Holiday music at lunch-Instr. Ensemble

16 - Holiday Concert - 7:00 p.m.

17 - Box Top turn in deadline

18 - Chick Fil-A Family Night - 5:00-8:00 -
Chorus sings

19 - Winter Parties - 10:30-11:30

Dismissal at 12:05
Jan. 6 - Students return

7 - Report Cards

12 - Skate Day
Papa John Pizza Night

15 - Cub Scouts Pinewood Derby 6:30-8:30

19 - No School - MLK Day

21 - Box Top turn in deadline

A Note From The Office About
Dismissal:
1. Please adhere to all dismissal rules when pick-
ing children up as car riders. Parents are not allowed
to take children across the parking lot. Only cars that
are in the official loading zone (the four dismissal lanes
closest to the building) are allowed to load children
into cars - everyone else must wait their turn.
2 Our teachers are receiving an abnormally high
volume of dismissal changes on a daily basis - some-
times sent in as e-mails late in the afternoon when a
teacher may or may not see it. Whenever possible,
please work it out with your child in advance and re-
mind them how they are getting home. A regular
schedule is also very helpful, as multiple changes over
time confuse children, sometimes causing them to
do the wrong thing and not have a ride home.
The safety and security of your children is our

top priority and we appreciate your help in these areas.

Still need one more holiday gift
for your Scales student?
Long sleeve t-shirts, sweatshirts and hoodies
are available for sale in the office.







