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Walnut Grove 

Elementary School 

Dates to Remember: 

 Wednesday, May 6th, 

Teacher Appreciation 

Lunch (Teacher Apprecia-

tion Week 5/4 to 5/8) 

 Thursday, May 7th, 3rd 

Grade Performance 

 Friday, May 15th, Field 

Day 

 Monday, May 18th, Field 

Day Rain Date 

 Tuesday, May 19th, 5th 

Grade Picnic (Rain Date:  

May 20th) 

 Thursday, May 21st, Last 

Day of School!!!    

(Remember 1/2 Day) 

     As another school year draws to a close, I have been reflecting on the year.  One 

of the most impressive traits of WGES is the level of parent volunteers—it is amaz-

ing.  WGES is truly blessed to have such involved and willing parents.  As the PTA 

president, I can tell you that all the volunteers truly make this role and the work of 

every other PTA committee extremely manageable.  Parent volunteers, thank you 

so very much for continuing to amaze me with your time, talents & willingness to serve! 

     This year, PTA’s primary focus for fundraising has been to construct a 1/4 mile asphalt walking track on the 

WGES campus.  It is our desire to accomplish this in time for school to begin in the fall.  Presently, we are 

working with the school board and working with estimates of cost to determine if this project will be completed 

with only one year of fundraising.  Other primary uses of PTA funds have been the purchase and installation of 

the rock wall and the electrical hook-up of the final mimio purchase.  In addition, PTA has provided budgeted 

funds to Music, Art, Guidance, PE, Clinic & the Teachers’ Workroom to assist in the additional needs of those 

departments during the year that are not covered by WCS funds.  Parents, thank you for supporting WGES 

financially in 2008-2009! 

     I would be remiss if I did not thank the group of parents I have worked so closely with this year on the PTA 

Executive Board.  This outstanding group of dedicated parents has made my role so much easier.  I could not 

have asked for a more incredible group of individuals to work with.  They have been so supportive and so much 

fun to serve alongside this year.  There is really no way to adequately express my gratitude to the 2008-2009 

Executive Board:  Melissa Arend, Amy Colella, Cindy Griffith, Beth Hinton, Megan Horrar, Lisa 

McReynolds, Michelle Sherwood, Marianne Sperry & Kelly Wells. 

     Thank you also to Donna Gallagher (3rd grade) and Debby Stewart (1st grade) for serving as our PTA 

Teacher Reps this year.  On that note, I am especially grateful to all the very talented faculty at WGES for 

their support and patience with the PTA and all our PTA activities during the year. 

     I greatly appreciate the never-tiring assistance of Lesa Pugh and Lynn Koziura, as well as, Angela Phelps, 

Vicki Fuller, Sandy Smith, Tabitha King, and Janice Wurzel.  Every time I needed anything in the office or 

the Teachers’ workroom—you were there to help me out!  You are all AWESOME! 

     Lastly, I would like to sincerely thank Mr. Jordan and Mrs. Hall for their encouragement and full support 

of the PTA year after year.  We would not be able to do all that we do without these individuals.  Thank You! 

     To all families of Walnut Grove, thank you for allowing me the opportunity to serve WGES as PTA Presi-

dent this year.  It has been my pleasure to serve alongside all of you for such a worthy cause!  I have enjoyed 

this year immensely and look forward to continuing to serve WGES in other capacities. 

     Have a fabulous summer!! 

      Sincerely, 

      Jenny Webb 

      WGES PTA President (2008-2009) 

A Final Word from Our PTA President 

All students library books will need to be returned to the library by Friday, May 8th, 

so we can begin our year end inventory.  Your child’s teacher has received a class 

print-out prior to May 1st showing what books his/her students have checked out that 

will need to be returned by May 8th.  Please check with your child to be sure they 

know what books they will need to return.  If you have a lost book or any questions, 

please contact Susan Schuster at:  susans1@wcs.edu. 

An End-of-Year Reminder from the Library 



It’s time!  You should have received the Spring PTA Committee Volunteer Sign Up Sheet ear-

lier this week in your child’s backpack! 

Please note this very important change to the sign up process: 

     This spring, the PTA is sending home only the portion of the sign-up form used to mark your 

selections for volunteering.  All committee descriptions, that are usually attached to the cover 

sheet, will be posted on the WGES website (www.wcs/wges.edu; then use the link on the Homepage).  The descriptions 

include valuable information about the committees.  Please make the effort to visit the website and look them over.  

Once you have visited the website and read the descriptions, please mark your selection(s) on the main cover sheet and 

return that sheet to school with your child.  By distributing information in this manner, we hope to continue reducing 

our paper and toner costs associated with copying such large volumes of information. 

     With the spring sign up, the Committee Chairs are able to have access to names of parents willing to serve on their 

committees.  This process enables the Committee Chairs and their committees to hit the ground running when school 

starts in August.  In order to run all the programs offered at WGES, the school needs the volunteer efforts of many 

parents.  Many, many thanks to all of you who so generously give your time and talents to enhance the education of our 

students at Walnut Grove. 
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Jim Heacock—WGES Teacher of the Year 

Walnut Grove Gazette 

Committee Volunteer Sign-Up for 2009—2010 

     Jim Heacock was surprised, honored 

and humbled when he learned that he was 

the recipient of the Teacher of the Year 

Award from Walnut Grove.  “I work with 

an exceptional faculty, and I view myself 

as one representative of many hardwork-

ing and dedicated people,” says Mr. Hea-

cock. 

     Mr. Heacock has been teaching school 

for 18 years.  During his teaching career, 

he also taught middle school science at an 

inner city school in San Bernardino, Cali-

fornia where most of his students were 

English language learners.  He has spent 

the last 10 years of his teaching career at 

Walnut Grove.  Mr. Heacock’s interest in 

becoming a teacher stemmed from his 

admiration of his grandparents, who were 

both educators. 

     When asked what he finds most re-

warding about teaching, Mr. Heacock re-

plied, “Building competence and confi-

dence and watching my students grow.”  

He describes his teaching style as tradi-

tional in some ways.  “I value mastery of 

basic skills and the acquisition of basic 

knowledge and facts.  I also want my stu-

dents to think for themselves, so I try to 

create a safe environment where they are 

encouraged to take risks.  I believe that 

education should be as experiential as pos-

sible.  I encourage my students to publish 

their own newspapers, and I try to make 

science as 

hands-on 

as possi-

ble.  I be-

lieve that 

we need to 

graduate 

life-long 

learners, 

and that 

teachers 

should 

model this 

process, so I read a lot, and I’m constantly 

revising the way I teach.  If I ever reach a 

point where I’m no longer revising, it will 

be time to switch grade levels”, says Mr. 

Heacock. 

     Fifth grade teacher, Mr. Evan Beziat, 

says of Mr. Heacock, “I appreciate that his 

teaching style is so learning focused.  

There doesn’t appear to be as much fluff 

and silliness, but rather a maximum 

amount of time and resources spent on 

creative and engaging learning experi-

ences.” 

     Another 5th grade teaching team mem-

ber, Mrs. Leslie Hudson shares, “Jim Hea-

cock is so deserving of this award.  He is 

an invaluable part of our 5th grade team, 

and we rely on him in many ways.  Mr. 

Heacock is our go-to guy for science ques-

tions, and helps every year with special 

projects such as hot air balloons and bottle 

rockets.  These things make learning so 

much fun for our students!  Mr. Heacock 

has been a mentor to me for the 2 years 

that I have been at WGES.  He has always 

been ready and willing to help me with 

any question that has come up, and has 

provided me a ready listening ear when 

needed!  Jim Heacock is a true profes-

sional who shares his expertise to help 

make our school great!” 

     Mr. Heacock’s wife Nancy teaches in 

the Belmont University School of Physical 

Therapy.  His sons, Jonathan & Ben attend 

Belmont University and his daughter, 

Sarah, attends Franklin High School.  Mr. 

Heacock also serves as an assistant scout-

master for Troop 131 and teaches a high 

school Sunday school class. 

     Mr. Heacock extends many thanks to 

the students, parents, faculty, staff, and 

administration  of WGES. In his words,  

“I’m one player on a very large team.” 

     Walnut Grove is very fortunate to have 

such a teacher as Mr. Heacock!  Thank 

you, Mr. Heacock  for your dedication to 

the teaching profession and the students 

that you work with and believe in! 

 

Congratulations, 

Mr. Heacock! 



     On Thursday evening, April 23rd, a WCS Parent Focus Group session regarding the Standards-Based Report Card for 

Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grade for next year was held.  Thank you to the following parents representing Walnut Grove 

who attended the session:  Alisha Brandt, Michele Harnage, Deborah Lawson, and Marianne Sperry. 

     Over the last 2 years, the WCS has been developing a new Standards-Based Primary Report Card for grades K-2.  

The purpose of this focus group meeting was to allow attendees to gain a better understanding of the rationale behind 

the new Standards-Based cards, see and discuss the revisions that have been made, and provide additional feedback to 

WCS. 

     Very generally, standards represent skills that Tennessee students should master (both facts and application of 

those facts) by the end of their school year (current grade level).  Standards are designed to build on each other from 

year to year.  The WCS desired a reporting system that could adequately record growth on a set of standards.  The 

revisions of the card are intended to inform students and families as to how the students are progressing towards mas-

tery of the required standards. 

     The final form of this new Standards-Based Card is scheduled to pass in mid to late May.  For more information, 

please visit  the WCS website. (www.wcs.edu). 

“AIM HIGH” 

Parents Attend Focus Group on WCS Standards-Based Report Cards 
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Mrs. Gore Receives March WCS Teacher Feature Award 
     In March, an unsuspecting, but highly deserving, Walnut 

Grove teacher was awarded the WCS Teacher Feature Award.  

First grade teacher, Suzy Gore, considers it an “enormous 

honor” to be nominated for this award by the following students 

and their families:  Sarah Dunn, Sydney Heifner, Amber Ke-

nagy, and Cheyenne Parker. 

     Even though Mrs. Gore initially 

did not expect to become a teacher, 

looking back, she thinks she felt on 

some level that she would always 

work with children in some capacity; 

however, until she entered the class-

room setting, she didn’t realize just 

how much she would love teaching!  

She now believes that teaching is her 

life’s calling.  It is clear that the par-

ents and children in her classes see 

that fact in her teaching style every-

day! 

     Mrs. Gore finds the “A-ha!” mo-

ments of her first graders to be highly rewarding.  She also en-

joys their eagerness and excitement about learning that helps 

them make tremendous growth strides during the 1st grade year. 

     Mrs. Gore is a native Tennessean and has been married to 

her husband, Tom for 36 years.  They have 2 grown children.  

She has been very involved in the Make A Difference Club 

during her time at Walnut Grove.  She believes that this club 

helps students focus on developing positive character traits in a 

real world, hands-on manner.  “If they can learn to look beyond 

themselves and do what they can do to improve the world then 

the mission of the club will be accomplished,” says Mrs. Gore. 

    Mrs. Gore believes in the importance of working collabora-

tively with parents/peers/other colleagues and allowing her stu-

dents to do the same.  She also believes in having fun with her 

students and doing something meaningful, interesting or excit-

ing with her class every day.  She also believes in “capturing 

the minds and hearts of my [her] stu-

dents by challenging and pushing 

them to grow beyond what they think 

they can do”. 

     With just over 29 years of teach-

ing, Mrs. Gore has also taught 2nd 

and 6th grades, as well as, pre-first; 

however, the majority of her teaching 

career has been with 1st graders, 

which she loves!  

     Mrs. Gore considers Walnut 

Grove to be “a special place because 

of the many talented teachers and 

wonderful parents that all do amazing 

things to make sure our kids grow 

and learn in a warm, caring environment”.  Says Mrs. Gore, “I 

am very grateful to work in such a wonderful place with such 

awesome colleagues and parents.  Truly, I count them as bless-

ings every single day.” 

     For the last 19 years, Walnut Grove has been very fortunate 

to have Mrs. Gore as part of its teaching staff.  Thank you, Mrs. 

Gore. for serving this school and the families of WGES! 

Congratulations, 

Mrs. Gore! 



326 Stable Road 

Franklin, TN 37069 

Phone: 615 472-4870 

 

Questions or comments? 

Jenny Webb, PTA President 

jbwebb@bellsouth.net 

615 591-1670 

Walnut Grove 

Elementary 

School 

     On Saturday, April 18th, members of the community gathered to find out which Williamson County 

Schools would be awarded mini CSH (Coordinated School Health) grants for logging the most number of 

activity minutes in conjunction with the annual Walk Across Williamson Event.  The grants awarded must 

be used to support the CSH initiative within each respective school receiving the grants.  Walnut Grove 

Elementary walked away with the second largest grant given in the amount of $900!  Congratula-

tions to our very active school and the families and staff members that participated as part of the 

school team!!! 

    For the months of February and March, students, faculty, staff and family members were asked to log 

the number of minutes spent in physical activity and submit them to the team leaders.  The goal was to 

complete a minimum of 6,000 minutes of activity over the two month period.  Walnut Grove had 38 staff 

members and their families and 62 students and their families participate!  Walnut Grove logged 387,411 

minutes of physical activity—Way to Go!!!!  In total, the 18 schools participating logged 1,826,841 min-

utes!  That is a lot of physical activity! 

     Thank you to all who participated in this contest on behalf of WGES!  Thank you for reminding all of 

us about the value of physical activity! 

     Many, many thanks to our PE teaching team, Monica Woods and Kathy Caudill, for demonstrating to 

our students that physical activity is a healthy and fun way of life!!!! 

     Just remember—It pays to be fit!   

Walnut Grove Gets Paid to Get Fit!! 

We are on the Web! 

www.wcs.edu/wges 

Look for weekly updates! 

New PTA Executive Board Members 

Four new PTA Executive Board members have been elected and will begin tran-

sitioning into their roles at the May PTA meeting.  All PTA Board members will 

be introduced to the families of WGES in the fall at Open House.  The PTA Board 

members for 2009-2010 are:  Marianne Sperry—President, Jessica Singley—1st 

VP, Megan Horrar—2nd VP, Sherie O’Donohue—Recording Secretary, Cindy 

Griffith—Treasurer, Michelle Sherwood—Recording Secretary, Melissa Arend—

Donations Chairperson, Kim Wright—Membership Chairperson, Josephine 

Lewis—Publicity Chairperson, Jenny Webb—Parliamentarian. 
 

Proper Footwear 

Please protect your children by insisting they wear tennis shoes to school rather 

than crocs and sandals.  Our students are encouraged to be active in the gym and 

on the playground. Sending them to school in appropriate shoes is much safer. 

We hope to cut way back on the tears and allergic reactions in our clinic this 

spring. 

Reminders 

Keep On Reading!!! 

Summer time and the livin' is easy... but we all need good things to do.  Sum-

mer shouldn't mean taking a break from learning, especially reading.  Studies 

show that most students experience a loss of reading skills over the summer 

months, but children who continue to read actually gain skills.  Efforts should 

be made during the summer to help children sustain reading skills, practice 

reading and read for enjoyment.  Summer reading lists 

are available on the school web site:  ww.wcs.edu/wges.  

HAPPY READING!!! 


